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COMMITMENT TO RESPONSIBILITY
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Leading efforts to eliminate drunk 
driving and working with others to 

end all impaired driving.

Leading efforts to eliminate 
underage drinking.

Empowering adults to make a 
lifetime of responsible alcohol 
choices as part of a balanced 

lifestyle.

Responsibility.org members have invested nearly $300 million in policy development, 

educational programs and public awareness campaigns to fight drunk driving and 

underage drinking.



National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving
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Complexity of Impaired Driving and Public Perception and 
why this matters to you?

NHTSA National roadside survey: ~1-4 drivers tested positive for drugs 22.4% daytime weekday drivers and 22.5% weekend 
nighttime drivers (20% increase from 2007).

Percentage of drivers with cannabis in their system increased 50% (8.6% in 2007 to 12.6% in 2013-14).

Revised Roadside Survey is planned for 2022-2023.

DRUGGED DRIVING DRUNK DRIVING

Number: Hundreds of drugs Alcohol is alcohol

Use by Driver, Presence in 
Crashes:

Limited Data Abundant Data

Use by Drivers: Increasing Decreasing (at time of survey)

Impairment: Varies by type Well-documented

Beliefs & Attitudes: No strong 
attitudes/public 
indifferent

Socially unacceptable
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Panelists 

Sabra Jones - Board-Certified 
Forensic Toxicologist 

Assemblyman Steve Yeager, 
Nevada



Fist to Five: How familiar are you with the topic of 
Polysubstance-impaired driving? 

1

I am new to the topic, 
but I am excited to 

learn more!

2

I know a little bit about 
issues related to 

polysubstance-impaired 
driving, but I’m not sure 

what role legislation 
plays in addressing the 

issue.

3

I’ve seen legislation 
related to 

polysubstance-impaired 
driving in my state, but 
I haven’t been involved.

4

I’m familiar and 
considering proposing 

legislation next session.

5

I’ve introduced 
legislation and I’m 

excited to share my 
experience!



7Alcohol and Other Substance Use | CDC

Why should you care about Polysubstance impaired driving? 

https://www.cdc.gov/alcohol/fact-sheets/alcohol-and-other-substance-use.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC-934_DM86386&ACSTrackingLabel=New%20Web%20Resources%20From%20the%20CDC%20Alcohol%20Program&deliveryName=USCDC-934_DM86386
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Data Drives the Narrative 
• In 2021, NHTSA projects that an estimated 42,915 people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes last year, a 

10.5% increase from the 38,824 fatalities in 2020.
o Between 2019-2021, traffic crashes increased 18%

• 50.5% of fatally injured drug-positive drivers (with known drug test results) were positive for two or more drugs 
and 40.7% were found to have alcohol in their system (NHTSA FARS as cited in Hedlund, 2018)

•The Driving under the Influence of Drugs, Alcohol and Medicines (DRUID) project of the European Commission 
found that individuals who drive under the influence of alcohol and drugs are up to 200 times more likely to be 
involved in a crash (Shulze et al., 2012; Griffiths, 2014).

• Among drug-positive drivers killed in crashes, 4% tested positive for both marijuana and opioids, 16% for 
opioids only, 38% for marijuana only, and 42% for other drugs (Governors Highway Safety Association, 2017)

• The percentage of traffic deaths in which at least one driver tested positive for drugs has nearly doubled over a 
decade. (USA Today, 2016) (Source: https://driving-tests.org/driving-statistics/)

• According to the provisional numbers, there were an estimated 107,622 drug overdose deaths in the United 
States during 2021, an increase of nearly 15 percent from the 93,655 deaths estimated in 2020 CDC: Overdose 
Deaths Up 15 Percent in 2021 - Drugs.com MedNews
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https://driving-tests.org/driving-statistics/
https://www.drugs.com/news/cdc-overdose-deaths-up-15-percent-2021-105336.html


Data Drives the Narrative 
• In 2020, 12.6 million people (ages 16 and older) drove after using illicit drugs. Of that 

total,11.7 million people were under the influence of marijuana (2020 National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health: Detailed Tables).

• This is a slight decrease from 2019 when 13.7 million people (aged 16 and older) 
admitted to driving after using illicit drugs. Drugged Driving—What You Should 
Know | Get Smart About Drugs

The Orange County California Crime Lab began testing all blood samples in DUI cases for the 
presence of drugs, irrespective of the BAC level, in August of 2017 with the goal of collecting 
better-impaired driving data. The most recent data (through December of 2018) reveals that 
impairing drugs were detected in 36% of samples where the BAC was .08 or greater which 
represents a 5% increase over the previous year (Harmon, 2019).
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https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2020-nsduh-detailed-tables
https://www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/family/drugged-driving%E2%80%94what-you-should-know#:~:text=In%202020%2C%2012.6%20million%20people%20%28ages%2016%20and,older%29%20admitted%20to%20driving%20after%20using%20illicit%20drugs.
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• High-Risk Impaired Driving

• Multiple substance impaired driving

• State grants with GHSA and Sheriffs

• DUI training guides

• CLE credit online prosecutor course

• Screening and assessment tools

• Ignition interlocks for all DUI offenders and other 
policy countermeasures

IMPAIRED DRIVING RESOURCES

https://www.responsibility.org/toolkit 12



NASID Resource: State Cannabis DUI Laws
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NDAA Learning Center: On-
Demand: Investigation and 
Prosecution of Drug-Impaired 
Driving Cases

https://learn.ndaa.org/products/on-demand-investigation-and-prosecution-of-drug-impaired-driving-cases#tab-product_tab_overview


Oral fluid and the 
DUI/D investigative 
process
Where does it fit? What are the benefits 
of roadside testing?

15



Responsibility.org Position Statements
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https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Oral-Fluid-Screening.pdf
https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Drug-Testing-in-Impaired-Driving-Cases-.pdf
https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Multi-substance-Impaired-Driving-.pdf
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Roadside Drug Testing:
Internationally accepted and adopted

Argentina, Australia, Austria 

Belgium, Brazil

Canada, Chile, Columbia

France

Germany

Ireland, Italy

Netherlands, New Zealand

Poland, Portugal,

South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden

Turkey

UAE, UK (arrests up 600% since 
implementation), Vietnam

Some devices:
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Impaired driving investigative process

• Screening = qualitative result (+/-); can aid in establishing probable cause; not admitted in court as evidence

• Confirmation = quantitative result (ng level); analysis performed in a forensic laboratory to confirm presence 

of drug(s) in body; admissible as evidence in court 

SOURCE:

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety (2020). Using Oral Fluid to Detect Drugs Handout. Available online.   

https://publicaffairsresources.aaa.biz/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/AAA-Oral-Fluid-Drug-Screening-Handout.pdf


❖ Understanding the need for and importance of a law  
enforcement phlebotomy program

❖ Planning and implementing a phlebotomy program
❖ Training
❖ Addressing liability concerns
❖ Barriers and how to overcome them
❖ Costs
❖ Tips for implementing and sustaining a successful law 

enforcement phlebotomy program
❖ Additional resources

Toolkit Contents

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/14222-
phlebotomy_toolkit_final-032819-v1a_tag_0.pdf

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/14222-phlebotomy_toolkit_final-032819-v1a_tag_0.pdf
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Marijuana-Policy-Checklist-FinalV1-
underage.pdf (responsibility.org)

https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Marijuana-Policy-Checklist-FinalV1-underage.pdf
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Contact:

Darrin T. Grondel
Darrin.Grondel@Responsibility.org

571-309-7615

22 /GoFAAR @goFAAR @go_FAAR /faar /GoFAAR


