
 
 

PUBLIC RECORDS AND STATE LEGISLATURES – EXAMPLES OF CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH AND POWERS PROVISIONS 
 

 

State Constitutional Provision 

Alabama Art. IV, Sec. 56  (Speech and debate immunity) 

Alaska Art. II, Sec. 6  (Speech and debate) 
Arizona Art. IV, Sec. 7, Part 2  (Speech and debate liability) 
Arkansas Art. V, Sec. 15  (Speech and debate immunity) 
California Art. I, Sec. 3(b)(6) (Legislative confidentiality exception) 

Art. IV, Sec.7  (Each house shall adopt rules for its 
proceedings) 

Colorado Art. V, Sec. 16  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Connecticut Art. III, Sec. 15  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Delaware Art. II, Sec. 13  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Florida Art. III, Sec. 4(a)  (Each house shall determine its rules of 

procedure) 
Georgia Art. III, Sec. IV, Para IX  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Hawaii Art. III, Sec. 7  (Speech and debate) 
Idaho Art. III, Sec. 7  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Illinois Art. IV, Sec. 12  (Speech and debate) 
Indiana Art. IV, Sec. 8 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Iowa Art. III, 2nd, Sec. 9 (Each house shall determine its rules of 

proceedings) 

Kansas Art. II, Sec. 22  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Kentucky Sec. 43  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Louisiana Art. III, Sec. 8  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Maine Art. IV, Part. 3, Sec. 8  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Maryland Art. III, Sec. 18  (Speech and debate liability) 
Massachusetts Part 1, Art. XXI (Speech and debate) 
Michigan Art. IV, Sec. 11 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Minnesota Art. IV, Sec. 10 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Mississippi Art. IV, Sec. 55 (Each house may determine rules of its own 

proceedings) 
Missouri Art. III, Sec. 19(a)  (Speech and debate immunity) 

Art. III, Sec. 19(b)  (Legislative Records are Public Records) 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/constitution/1901/CA-245591.htm
https://ltgov.alaska.gov/information/alaskas-constitution/
https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/const/4/7.p2.htm
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a19b29d8-f26a-4eca-970d-e22f755a60f6&nodeid=AABAAHAAQ&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAH%2FAABAAHAAQ&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7%E2%80%8215.+Privileges+of+members.&config=014BJAA0MzRkMWNhMC1jNWY1LTQzZDYtODVkNi03M2E0MWVmZGQyYmYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eMqWj4MQ4akpJlSYI55E7B&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WW2-5J30-R03M-514X-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=fcbe69cc-cd5f-4a6b-aa91-9c4a5a17da60
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%203.&article=I
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&division=&title=&part=&chapter=&article=IV
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1589bd65-4c5e-4227-8536-f6c174f061a6&nodeid=AABAAGAAR&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAG%2FAABAAGAAR&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=Section+16.+PRIVILEGES+OF+MEMBERS&config=0143JAAwODgxYWIyNi1mNGJlLTQwYmItYmE4Ni0yOWY2NzQzMjE3MTAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ecqetP0coiYGhC4QCG46NJ&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61VF-9YD1-DYDC-J4RF-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=e2b3bb39-25e2-4953-b2a5-84c3fa165ed6
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/content/constitutions/ctconstitution.htm
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-03.html#P250_31768
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/scconstitution/A03.pdf
https://www.senate.ga.gov/Documents/gaconstitution.pdf
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articleiii
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idconst/ArtIII/Sect7/
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/lrb/conent.htm
https://www.in.gov/history/about-indiana-history-and-trivia/explore-indiana-history-by-topic/indiana-documents-leading-to-statehood/constitution-of-1851/article-4-legislative/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/ICP/1207142.pdf
https://www.kssos.org/other/pubs/KS_Constitution.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/Law/Constitution/Constitution/ViewConstitution?rsn=47
http://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=206423
https://www.maine.gov/legis/const/#a4
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/43const/html/03art3.html
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#partTheFirst
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3q2xlgw2bkuxe51xez2dfqtn))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Article-IV-11
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/constitution/#article_4
https://www.sos.ms.gov/content/documents/ed_pubs/pubs/Mississippi_Constitution.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Publications/CurrentMissouriConstitution.pdf?v=202212
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Publications/CurrentMissouriConstitution.pdf?v=202212


Montana Art. V, Sec. 8 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Nebraska Art. III, Sec. 26 (Speech and debate liability) 
Nevada Art. IV, Sec. 6 (Each house shall determine the rules of its 

proceedings) 
New Hampshire Part. 1, Art. 30 (Speech and debate) 
New Jersey Art. IV, Sec. IV, Para. 9 (Speech and debate immunity) 
New Mexico Art. IV, Sec. 13 (Speech and debate immunity) 
New York Art. III, Sec. 11   (Speech and debate immunity) 
North Carolina None Found 
North Dakota Art. IV, Sec. 15  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Ohio Art. II, Sec. 12 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Oklahoma Art. V, Sec. 22  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Oregon Art. IV, Sec. 9 (Speech and debate immunity) 
Pennsylvania Art. II, Sec. 15  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Rhode Island Art. VI, Sec. 5  (Speech and debate immunity) 
South Carolina Art. III, Sec. 12  (Each house shall determine its rules of 

procedure) 
South Dakota Art. III, Sec. 11  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Tennessee Art. II, Sec. 13  (Speech and debate immunity) 

Texas Art. III, Sec. 21  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Utah Art. VI, Sec. 8  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Vermont Ch. 1, Art. XIV (Speech and debate) 
Virginia Art. IV, Sec. 9   (Speech and debate immunity) 
Washington Art. II, Sec. 17  (Speech and debate liability) 
West Virginia Art. VI, Sec. 17  (Speech and debate immunity) 
Wisconsin Art. IV, Sec. 16   (Speech and debate liability) 
Wyoming Art. III, Sec. 16   (Speech and debate immunity) 

1. “Speech and debate immunity” generally corresponds with language that is substantially similar to the speech 
and debate clause in the U.S. Constitution (Article 1, Section 6). 
2. “Speech and debate liability” generally corresponds with language stating that legislators shall not be liable in a 
civil or criminal prosecution for words spoken in debate. 
3. “Speech and debate” generally corresponds with language stating that legislators shall not be held to answer 
before any other tribunal or court for any statement made or any legislative speech or debate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Records Law and State Legislatures 
 

For additional information about state statutes related to public records law, see: 
 
https://www.ncsl.org/cls/public-records-law-and-state-legislatures 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0000/article_0050/part_0010/section_0080/0000-0050-0010-0080.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/articles.php?article=III-26
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/const/nvconst.html#Art4Sec6
https://www.nh.gov/glance/bill-of-rights.htm
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/constitution
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/c/en/item/5916/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc135121446/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmAVg4CYOAFiEA2AJQAaZNlKEIARUSFcAT2gByDZIiEwuBEpXqtOvQZABlPKQBC6gEoBRADJOAagEEAcgGEnkqRgAEbQpOzi4kA
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/01/Constitution-January-1-2022.pdf
https://www.ndlegis.gov/constit/a04.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-constitution/section-2.12
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=84871
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=00&div=0&chpt=2&sctn=15&subsctn=0
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/RiConstitution/ConstFull.html
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/scconstitution/A03.pdf
https://sdlegislature.gov/Constitution/3-11
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/about/docs/tn-constitution.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CN/htm/CN.3/CN.3.21.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/ArticleVI/Article_VI,_Section_8.html?v=UC_AVI_S8_1800010118000101
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/constitution-of-the-state-of-vermont/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/constitution/article4/section9/
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/WAConstitution.aspx#ARTICLE_II
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/wv_con.cfm#articleVI
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/constitution/wi_unannotated
https://wyoleg.gov/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.ncsl.org/cls/public-records-law-and-state-legislatures

