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1600s	
§ 1641-Mathias	de	Sousa	(Maryland),	a	“Molato”	(mulatto)	of	African	and	

European	descent,	is	elected	to	the	Maryland	General	Assembly	and	serves	
until	1642.	An	indentured	servant	who	worked	for	Jesuit	priests	for	four	
years	before	becoming	a	free	man	in	1638,	Sousa	made	a	living	trading	furs	
between	European	settlers	and	the	Susquehannock	before	a	court	order	
required	him	to	return	to	indentured	servitude	to	repay	a	debt.1		

	
	

1700s	
§ 1789-George	Washington	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	1st	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1797.	He	owned	hundreds	of	
slaves	at	his	Mount	Vernon	estate,	but	then	freed	them	upon	his	death.		

	

	

	

	

§ 1797-John	Adams	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	the	2nd	president	of	the	
United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1801.	Adams	represented	slaves	in	
lawsuits	for	their	freedom	prior	to	the	Revolutionary	War	and	tried	to	keep	
the	issue	of	slavery	out	of	national	politics	since	it	was	too	divisive.	Adams	
did	not	own	slaves	but	may	have	hired	slaves	from	slaveowners.2		

	

	
§ 1768-Wentworth	Cheswell	(Newmarket,	NH)	is	elected	town	constable	of	

Newmarket,	New	Hampshire	and	later	serves	in	a	range	of	governmental	
positions	including	auditor,	assessor,	selectman,	and	Justice	of	the	Peace.	
Although	the	census	listed	him	as	white,	he	was	considered	mulatto	because	
his	father,	Hopestill	Cheswell,	was	a	bi-racial,	free-born	black	man.3	

	

	

1800-1809	
§ 1801-Thomas	Jefferson	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	3rd	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	1809.	Jefferson	owned	more	than	600	
slaves	and	fathered	six	children	with	his	slave	Sally	Hemings.	He	wrote	
about	the	“inferiority”	of	black	people	and	slavery	as	a	“moral	depravity”	and	
affront	to	personal	liberty.	He	also	drafted	legislation	to	gradually	eliminate	
slavery	(including	colonization	of	former	slaves	back	to	Africa).4		

	

	

	

§ 1809-James	Madison	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	4th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1817.	A	slaveowner,	Madison	wrote	the	
Three-Fifths	Compromise	into	the	constitution,	which	counted	enslaved	
people	as	three-fifths	of	a	person	for	legislative	representation.5	He	also	
supported	gradual	compensated	emancipation	which	meant	that	the	
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enslaved	person's	owner	would	receive	compensation	in	exchange	
for	manumitting	his	slaves.	This	could	be	monetary,	or	it	could	be	a	period	of	
labor,	an	indenture.		

1810-1819	
§ 1817-James	Monroe	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	5th	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	1825.	He	owned	over	250	slaves,	and	he	
supported	gradual	compensated	emancipation	and	colonization	(relocating	
former	slaves	to	Africa	through	organizations	like	the	American	
Colonization	Society),	since	slavery	threatened	to	divide	the	nation.6	

	

1820-1829	
§ 1825-John	Quincy	Adams	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	the	6th	president	of	

the	United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1829.	Although	Adams	
politically	opposed	slavery,	he	benefited	personally	and	economically	from	
enslaved	labor.	As	a	congressman	(1831-1948),	he	had	become	increasingly	
anti-slavery,	opposing	the	annexation	of	Texas	and	the	Mexican	American	
War	for	extending	slavery.7				

 
	

§ 1829-Andrew	Jackson	(colonial	Carolinas)	is	elected	the	7th	president	of	
the	United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1837.	Jackson	owed	his	wealth	
to	slave	labor,	owning	150	persons	at	the	time	of	his	death.	As	president,	he	
opposed	policies	prohibiting	slavery	in	the	western	territories,			

	

§ 1830–In	North	Carolina	v.	Mann	(North	Carolina)	the	Supreme	Court	of	
North	Carolina	states	that	slave	owners	possess	absolute	authority	over	
their	slaves	and	cannot	be	convicted	of	the	crime	of	battery.	Judge	Thomas	
Ruffin	wrote,	“The	power	of	the	master	must	be	absolute,	to	render	the	
submission	of	the	slave	perfect.”8 

 

§ 1836-Alexander	Twilight	(Vermont),	an	educator	and	minister	who	
graduated	from	Middlebury	College	in	1823,	is	elected	to	the	Vermont	
House	of	Representatives,	becoming	one	of	the	first	African	Americans	
elected	to	a	state	legislature.9	He	was	born	to	mixed-race	parents	(classified	
in	government	records	as	“not	a	slave,”	“colored,”	and	“others	free	except	
Indians”),	and	his	fair	complexion	likely	obscured	his	African	heritage.	He	
achieved	prominence	as	the	pastor	of	Brownington	Congregationalist	
Church	and	principal	of	the	Orleans	County	Grammar	School	in	
Brownington,	Vermont	prior	to	the	town	electing	him	to	the	state	
legislature.10	

	

1840-1849	
§ 1841-William	Henry	Harrison	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	9th	president	of	the	

United	States.	However,	he	dies	of	typhoid	and	pneumonia	on	April	4,	1841,	
thirty-one	days	into	his	term.	He	had	a	strong	pro-slavery	record	going	back	
to	his	time	as	the	territorial	governor	of	Indiana.		

§ 1841-John	Tyler	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	10th	president	of	the	United	States	
and	remained	in	office	until	1845.	A	slaveowner,	he	treated	slavery	as	a	
states’	rights	issue	that	fell	outside	the	reach	of	the	federal	government	while	
at	the	same	time	calling	slavery	a	moral	evil	and	threat	to	national	unity.11	
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§ 1845-James	Polk	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	the	11th	president	of	the	
United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1849.	He	owned	slaves	and	viewed	
slavery	as	a	state’s	rights	issue	that	would	help	with	territorial	expansion	
and	economic	growth.12	He,	however,	willed	his	slaves	free	upon	his	death.		

	

	

	

§ 1849-Zachary	Taylor	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	12th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1850.	While	still	a	slaveowner,	he	
supported	some	anti-slavery	measures,	including	limiting	the	spread	of	
slavery	to	the	new	territories	acquired	due	to	the	Mexican	Cession.13	

	

	

	

	

§ 1845-William	Alexander	Leidesdorff	(San	Francisco,	CA)	becomes	the	
nation’s	first	African	American	diplomat	when	he	is	named	the	U.S.	Vice	
Consul	to	Mexico	in	1845.	Along	with	running	a	successful	hotel,	shipping	
warehouse,	and	steamboat	(all	firsts	in	San	Francisco),	he	was	also	elected	to	
San	Francisco’s	first	city	council	and	its	first	school	board	in	1847.	He	was	
born	in	the	Danish	West	Indies	(later	the	U.S.	Virgin	Islands)	to	a	Danish	
sugar	planter,	Alexander	Leidesdorff,	and	a	mixed-race	woman,	Anna	Marie	
Sparks.14		

	

1850-1859	
§ 1850-Millard	Fillmore	(New	York)	is	elected	the	13th	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1853.	He	considered	slavery	a	
states’	rights	issue	beyond	federal	control	and	supported	the	Compromise	
of	1850	that	allowed	each	western	territory	to	decide	if	it	allowed	slavery.	
This	included	the	Fugitive	Slave	Act	that	required	free	states	cooperate	in	
returning	escaped	slaves	to	their	owners.			

	

	

§ 1853-Franklin	Pierce	(New	Hampshire)	is	elected	the	14th	president	of	
the	United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1857.	He	opposed	the	
abolitionist	movement	as	a	threat	to	national	unity.	He	enforced	the	Fugitive	
Slave	Act	and	signed	the	Kansas-Nebraska	Act,	which	repealed	the	
Missouri	Compromise	and	allowed	the	territories	of	Kansas	and	Nebraska	
to	popularly	decide	if	they	allowed	slavery.		

	

	

§ 1857-James	Buchanan	(Pennsylvania)	is	elected	the	15th	president	of	the	
United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1861.	Buchanan	believed	the	
constitution	protected	slavery	and	he	tried	to	smooth	tensions	between	pro-	
and	anti-slavery	factions.	Buchanan	pressured	the	U.S.	Supreme	court	to	
issue	a	comprehensive	judgement	in	Dred	Scott	v.	Sanford	(1857);	the	court	
obliged	by	ruling	that	black	men	and	women	were	not	and	could	not	be	
citizens.15		

William	Alexander	
Leidesdorff		
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1860-1869	
§ 1861-Abraham	Lincoln	(Kentucky)	is	elected	the	16th	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1865.	While	a	moderate	on	the	
slavery	issue,	Lincoln	morally	opposed	slavery	and	supported	compensated	
emancipation	and	colonization.	His	presidential	election	triggered	southern	
succession	and	the	Civil	War.	Partly	as	a	military	strategy	to	weaken	the	
South,	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	declaring	an	end	to	
slavery.16		

	

§ 1865-Andrew	Johnson	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	the	17th	president	of	the	
United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1869.	As	a	southern	slaveowner,	
he	believed	the	constitution	supported	slavery	but	rejected	succession	and	
remained	loyal	to	the	Union,	becoming	Lincoln’s	vice	president.	He	also	took	
a	moderate	approach	to	Reconstruction,	choosing	leniency	with	the	
southern	states	and	vetoing	the	Freedman’s	Bureau	bill	and	the	Civil	
Rights	bill	that	would	have	granted	more	rights	to	African	Americans.17		

	

	

§ 1869-Ulysses	S.	Grant	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	18th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1877.	He	served	as	commanding	general	
of	the	Union	army	and	postbellum	General	of	the	Army	of	the	United	States.	
He	also	pushed	to	protect	the	civil	rights	of	African	Americans	through	
Reconstruction	policies—including	ensuring	the	passage	of	the	Fifteenth	
Amendment	that	granted	black	men	the	right	to	vote	and	prosecuting	
members	of	the	Ku	Klux	Klan,	but	he	also	failed	to	adequately	intervene	in	
many	southern	states.18		

	

§ 1865-The	Freedmen’s	Bureau	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	created	by	Congress	
as	a	Reconstruction	measure	that,	in	part,	creates	more	schools	for	blacks	
throughout	the	South,	including	thirteen	black	colleges	in	southern	states.19	

	

§ 1864-Robert	Smalls	(Beaufort,	South	Carolina)	serves	as	a	free	black	
delegate	to	the	1864	Republican	National	Convention.	He	escaped	slavery	
in	1862	by	commandeering	the	Confederate	transport	steamer	where	he	was	
a	deckhand,	bringing	aboard	his	family	and	twelve	other	slaves,	and	sailing	
to	a	Union	blockade.	He	became	a	northern	celebrity,	went	on	speaking	
tours,	and	served	in	the	Union	Armed	Forces.20	

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1867-John	M.	Langston	(Southern	states),	an	abolitionist,	lawyer,	and	
politician,	is	appointed	Inspector	General	of	the	Freedmen's	Bureau,	and	he	
tours	the	postwar	South	speaking	out	in	favor	of	educational	opportunities	
and	against	segregated	facilities.21	
	

§ 1869-Joseph	H.	Rainey	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	to	complete	the	term	of	Benjamin	F.	Whittemore	(who	
was	charged	with	selling	appointments	to	U.S.	military	academies)	from	
South	Carolina,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	serve	in	the	U.S.	 John	M.	Langston	

Robert	Smalls	
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House	of	Representatives.	He	was	reelected	by	both	African	American	and	
white	voters	in	1873.22		
	

§ 1869-Ebenezer	D.	Bassett	(Haiti)	is	appointed	U.S.	minister	resident	to	
Haiti	by	President	Ulysses	S.	Grant,	making	him	the	first	African	American	
diplomat	and	the	fourth	ambassador	to	Haiti.	He	remained	in	this	role	for	
eight	years	through	civil	warfare	and	coups	d’état	in	Haiti.	He	integrated	
Connecticut	Normal	School	in	1953,	befriended	abolitionist	Frederick	
Douglas,	and	recruited	black	soldiers	to	the	Union	Army.	After	the	end	of	the	
Grant	administration,	he	served	as	the	consul	general	for	Haiti	in	New	York	
City	for	ten	years.23	

 
	

§ 1860s-Robert	Carlos	De	Large	(Charleston,	SC)	works	for	the	
Freedman’s	Bureau	and	helps	organize	the	Republican	Party	in	South	
Carolina.	Although	some	records	indicate	he	was	born	into	slavery,	he	was	
likely	the	child	of	mixed-race	parents	who	owned	slaves	and	were	members	
of	the	free	mixed-race	elite.	De	Large	amassed	a	fortune	working	with	the	
Confederate	Navy	during	the	Civil	War	and	later	donated	much	of	his	
wartime	earnings	to	the	Republican	Party.24		

	

	

	

§ 1866-Edward	Garrison	Walker	
(Massachusetts),	an	attorney,	and	Charles	
Lewis	Mitchell,	a	printer	and	Civil	War	veteran,	
are	both	elected	to	the	Massachusetts	
legislature,	becoming	the	second	and	third	
African	Americans	elected	to	state	legislatures.25 

 

 

  

 

§ 1867-Joseph	H.	Rainey	(Georgetown,	SC)	becomes	the	Republican	County	
chairman	and,	in	1868,	represents	Georgetown	at	the	state	constitutional	
convention.	He	served	with	the	Confederate	army	for	a	year	before	escaping	
to	Bermuda	with	his	wife	in	1862,	returning	to	the	United	States	after	the	
war	with	wealth	they	acquired	by	establishing	a	barber	shop	and	dress	
store.26		

	

	

	

§ 1867-Robert	Carlos	De	Large	(South	Carolina),	at	only	twenty-five-years	
old,	chairs	the	platform	committee	at	the	Republican	state	convention	in	
South	Carolina,	which	issues	a	report	calling	for	such	changes	as	abolition	of	
capital	punishment,	tax	reform,	welfare	assistance,	and	liberal	immigration	
laws.27	
	

§ 1867-Edward	Garrison	Walker	(Massachusetts)	switches	to	the	
Democratic	Party	when	the	Republican	Party	refuses	to	nominate	him	for	
reelection,	leading	to	a	number	of	African	Americans	in	Boston	to	follow	his	
lead	and	switch	parties.	His	activism	for	racial	equality	results	in	him	being	

						Ebenezer	D.	Bassett		

						Robert	Carlos	De	Large	

Edward	Garrison	Walker	

								Joseph	H.	Rainey	

			Charles	Lewis	Mitchell	
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denied	admission	to	the	Georgia	bar	because	he	supposedly	lacked	proper	
“moral	and	mental	qualifications.”28 
 

§ 1867-William	H.	Gray	(Arkansas)	is	elected	to	the	Arkansas	
Constitutional	Convention	of	1868	as	one	of	four	delegates	from	Phillips	
County.	Along	with	seven	other	black	delegates,	he	supported	the	Radical	
Republican	platform	and	spoke	out	for	the	rights	of	freedmen	to	education	
and	the	franchise.	As	“the	most	eloquent	and	forceful	speaker	for	black	rights	
in	Arkansas,”	Gray	“vigorously	fought	against	efforts	of	whites	[in	the	state	
legislature]	to	limit	the	voting	privileges	of	Arkansas’s	black	citizens.”29	Gray	
was	born	in	Washington,	D.C.	to	free	parents	and	established	himself	as	a	
businessman	and	politician	after	learning	parliamentary	procedure	while	
accompanying	his	employer,	Virginia	Governor	Henry	A.	Wise,	to	
congressional	sessions.30		

	

§ 1868-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina),	born	in	England	and	admitted	to	
the	South	Carolina	bar	in	1868,	serves	in	the	state	constitutional	convention	
as	a	delegate	from	the	Edgefield	district.	In	the	1860s,	he	worked	on	the	
black	newspaper	the	South	Carolina	Leader	(later	the	Missionary	Record)	
with	fellow	future	congressmen	Richard	H.	Cain	and	Alonzo	J.	Ransier.31 	

	

§ 1868-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	South	Carolina	
House	of	Representatives	between	1868-1870	and	1874-1976.32		

	

§ 1868-Aaron	Alpeoria	Bradley	(Savannah,	GA),	after	his	time	in	jail	for	
sedition,	is	elected	to	the	Georgia	senate	where	he	proves	a	divisive	(and	
sometimes	confrontational)	figure	among	both	whites	and	African	
Americans	(including	a	run	in	on	the	senate	floor	where	Bradley	produced	a	
pistol	and	knife).	“White	factions”	feared	“this	legally	trained	man”	and	
repeatedly	tried	to	have	him	convicted	of	criminal	charges,	while	“most	
blacks	respected	and	admired	him	as	a	fearless	leader.”33	

	

§ 1868-Josiah	T.	Walls	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	Florida	House	of	
Representatives	from	Alachua	County	and	remained	in	office	until	1869.	He	
was	born	into	slavery	and	forced	to	join	the	Confederate	army	before	he	was	
captured	at	Yorktown	in	1862	and	rose	to	corporal	in	the	United	States	
Colored	Troops.	Like	many	black	Civil	War	veterans,	Walls	distanced	
himself	from	advocating	for	controversial	political	issues.34	

	

§ 1868-Stephen	Atkins	Swails	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	on	the	Republican	
ticket	as	a	state	senator	in	the	South	Carolina	legislature	and	remained	in	the	
position	for	ten	years,	from	1868	to	1878.	He	was	among	only	a	handful	of	
Northern	black	soldiers	who	chose	to	stay	and	live	in	the	South	after	the	Civil	
War.35	

	

§ 1868-Henrey	S.	Harmon	(Florida),	born	in	Philadelphia	to	parents	who	
fled	Virginia	to	escape	slavery,	is	elected	to	serve	in	the	Florida	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	1870.	He	avoided	endorsing	
radical	political	positions	or	social	equality	in	favor	of	focusing	on	technical	
matters	to	improve	the	administration.36		
	

§ 1868-The	“Original	33”	(Georgia)	become	the	first	thirty-three	African	
Americans	elected	to	the	Georgia	state	legislature	in	1868	during	
Reconstruction.37	They	included:		

								Robert	B.	Elliott	

								William	H.	Gray	

						Josiah	T.	Walls	

				Stephen	Atkins	Swails	
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Representatives	

	

Thomas	M.	Allen,	Jasper	County	

Eli	Barnes,	Hancock	County	

Thomas	Beard,	Richmond	County	

Edwin	Belcher,	Wilkes	County	

Tunis	Campbell	Jr.,	McIntosh	County	

Malcolm	Claiborn,	Burke	County	

George	H.	Clower,	Monroe	County	

Abram	Colby,	Greene	County	

John	T.	Costin,	Talbot	County	

Madison	Davis,	Clarke	County	

Monday	Floyd,	Morgan	County	

F.	H.	Fyall,	Macon	County	

Samuel	Gardner,	Warren	County	

William	Guilford,	Upson	County	

William	A.	Golden,	Liberty	County	

William	Henry	Harrison,	Hancock	County	

Ulysses	L.	Houston,	Bryan	County	

Philip	Joiner,	Dougherty	County	

George	Linder,	Laurens	County	

Robert	Lumpkin,	Macon	County	

Romulus	Moore,	Columbia	County	

Peter	O'Neal,	Baldwin	County	

James	Ward	Porter,	Chatham	County	

Alfred	Richardson,	Clarke	County	

James	M.	Simms,	Chatham	County	

Abraham	Smith,	Muscogee	County	

Alexander	Stone,	Jefferson	County	

Henry	McNeal	Turner,	Bibb	County	

John	Warren,	Burke	County	

Samuel	Williams,	Harris	County	

	

State	Senators	
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Aaron	Alpeoria	Bradley,	of	Chatham,	who	also	represented	Bryan	and	
Effingham	counties.		

Tunis	Campbell	Sr.,	of	McIntosh	County,	who	also	represented	Liberty	
and	Tattnall	counties.		

George	Wallace,	who	represented	Hancock,	Baldwin,	and	Washington	
counties.	

	

§ 1868-The	Camilla	Massacre	(Georgia)	results	in	fifteen	deaths	and	forty	
injured	after	white	police	and	armed	citizens	retaliate	against	African	
Americans	leading	a	march	to	protest	white	legislators	who	expelled	the	
“Original	33”	black	legislators	from	the	Georgia	state	assembly	on	
September	3,	1868.38	

	

§ 1868-John	James	Smith	(Massachusetts),	a	barber	and	Civil	War	
veteran,	is	elected	to	the	Massachusetts	House	of	Representatives	in	1868,	
1869,	and	1872,	making	him	the	first	black	legislator	elected	to	more	than	
one	term	in	Massachusetts.39		

	

§ 1868-Oscar	Dunn	(Louisiana)	is	elected	the	first	African	American	
lieutenant	governor	of	Louisiana	and	serves	until	1871.	He	was	poised	to	
become	acting	governor	but	died	in	1871	before	Louisiana	Governor	
Henry	C.	Warmoth	was	impeached	in	1872.40	

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1868-Pickney	Benton	Stewart	Pinchback	(Louisiana),	after	serving	as	a	
member	of	the	delegation	that	established	a	new	state	constitution,	is	elected	
to	the	Louisiana	state	senate	and	becomes	the	president	pro	tempore,	the	
second	highest	ranking	position	who	presides	over	the	senate	in	the	absence	
of	the	senate	president.	He	was	born	to	a	white	planter,	William	Pinchback,	
and	his	former	slave,	Eliza	Steward,	and	he	fought	for	the	Union	army	in	the	
Civil	War.41	

		

§ 1868-Robert	Carlos	De	Large	(Charleston,	SC)	is	a	member	of	the	South	
Carolina	Constitutional	Convention,	which	revises	the	state’s	constitution,	
and	he	advocates	for	Congress	to	purchase	a	million	dollars	of	land	and	
distribute	it	to	the	poor.42	

	

§ 1868-Robert	Carlos	De	Large	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	South	
Carolina	House	of	Representatives	and	chairs	the	Ways	and	Means	
Committee.43			

	

	

§ 1869-The	“Original	33”	(Georgia)	black	legislators	in	the	Georgia	
legislature	petition	the	courts	to	intervene	in	their	expulsion	from	political	
office;	in	White	v.	Clements	(1869),	the	Supreme	Court	of	Georgia	rules	that	
African	Americans	do	not	have	a	right	to	hold	public	office	in	Georgia.44		

											John	James	Smith		

											Oscar	Dunn		

Pickney	Benton	Stewart	
Pinchback		
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§ 1869-William	H.	Gray	(Arkansas)	is	elected	as	a	state	legislator	in	
Arkansas	and,	as	a	delegate	to	the	1872	Republican	National	Convention,	
becomes	the	first	African	American	to	address	a	national	presidential	
nominating	convention	while	speaking	in	support	of	President	Ulysses	S.	
Grant.45	

	

§ 1869-Jefferson	F.	Long	(Georgia)	serves	on	the	Georgia	Republican	Party	
state	committee	and	is	a	leader	in	the	Georgia	Labor	Convention	that	
organizes	and	advocates	for	black	agricultural	workers.	Born	into	slavery,	he	
defied	the	law	by	learning	to	read	and	write	and,	after	the	Civil	War,	opened	
a	prosperous	tailor	shop	that	helped	him	establish	important	political	
connections	with	white	Republicans.46	

	

§ 1869-Hiram	R.	Revels	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	Mississippi	senate.47		

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1869-George	Lewis	Ruffin	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	to	the	
Massachusetts	legislature	to	represent	the	sixth	ward	(now	the	ninth	ward)	
on	the	Republican	ticket	and	served	one	term.48	

	

§ 1869-Josiah	T.	Walls	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	Florida	Senate	as	a	
representative	from	the	thirteenth	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1871,	
and	he	is	then	reelected	from	1877	to	1881.49		

	

§ 1869-John	R.	Lynch	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	Mississippi	legislature	
on	the	Republican	ticket	and	serves	until	1873.	He	was	born	into	slavery	to	
Catherine	White,	an	enslaved	woman,	and	Patrick	Lynch,	an	Irish	
immigrant	and	overseer	who	attempted	to	buy	freedom	for	Catherine	and	
their	three	sons	before	his	1849	death	(they	gained	freedom	with	the	
Emancipation	Proclamation).50		

	

	

§ 1860s-Blanche	K.	Bruce	(Bolivar,	MI)	is	elected	to	several	county	
positions	in	Bolivar	County,	Mississippi	during	the	1860s,	including	registrar	
of	voters,	tax	assessor,	sheriff,	tax	collector,	and	supervisor	of	education.	He	
was	born	into	slavery	in	Virginia	to	an	enslaved	woman,	Polly	Bruce,	and	
her	owner,	Pettis	Perkinson.	After	attending	Oberlin	College	for	two	years	
and	opening	a	school	for	black	children	in	Hannibal,	Missouri.	He	moved	to	
Mississippi	in	1868	and,	in	1874,	purchased	a	plantation	where	black	
sharecroppers	labored	in	oppressive	conditions,	increasing	the	wealthy	and	
social	standing	of	the	Bruce	family	among	the	black	elite.51		
	
	

§ 1867-Oscar	Dunn	(New	Orleans,	LA)	is	elected	to	the	New	Orleans	City	
Council	where	he	advocates	for	education	for	all	children	regardless	of	race.	
He	was	born	into	slavery	in	1826	but	was	emancipated	in	1832	when	his	
formerly	enslaved	father	purchased	the	freedom	of	his	wife	and	children.52	

Jefferson	F.	Long	
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John	R.	Lynch	



 10	

	
§ 1867-Benjamin	S.	Turner	(Alabama)	is	appointed	Dallas	County	tax	

collector.	Born	into	slavery,	he	earned	sufficient	capital	as	a	merchant	and	
farmer	that	he	purchased	land	and	established	a	school	for	freedmen	in	
1865.53	

	
§ 1868-Pierre	Caliste	Landry	(Donaldsonville,	LA)—a	former	slave,	

attorney,	and	minister—is	elected	mayor	of	Donaldsonville,	Louisiana	(the	
former	state	capital	from	1829-1831),	making	him	the	first	African	American	
elected	mayor	of	a	U.S.	town.	He	held	office	for	one	term	then	subsequently	
served	as	justice	of	the	peace,	superintendent	of	schools,	president	of	the	
police	jury,	tax	collector,	and	postmaster.54	

 
 

 
§ 1868-Stephen	Atkins	Swails	(Kingstree,	SC)	is	elected	as	the	first	African	

American	mayor	of	Kingstree,	South	Carolina.	He	served	in	the	Union	Army	
during	the	Civil	War	and	was	the	first	African	American	solider	promoted	to	
a	commissioned	rank;	although	he	often	passed	as	white,	the	U.S.	War	
Department	initially	denied	his	promotion	due	to	race.55		

	

§ 1869-Benjamin	S.	Turner	(Selma,	AL)	is	elected	as	Selma	councilman	but	
resigns	in	protest	because	he	believes	that	public	officials	should	not	be	
paid.56	

	

§ 1869-Hiram	R.	Revels	(Natchez,	MS)	is	elected	alderman	in	Natchez,	
Mississippi.	He	was	born	to	a	free	African	American	father	and	a	mother	of	
Irish	descent.	He	preached	in	both	the	AME	church	and	the	Methodist	
Episcopal	church	along	with	serving	in	the	Union	Army.57	

	

§ 1869-Robert	H.	Wood	(Natchez,	MS)	is	appointed	mayor	of	Natchez,	
Mississippi,	by	Governor	James	L.	Alcorn	and	is	then	elected	mayor	in	
1870,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	a	Mississippi	city.	He	
was	born	to	Susie	Harris,	an	African	American	housekeeper,	and	Dr.	Robert	
Wood,	a	white	doctor	who	was	also	mayor	of	Natchez	at	one	time.	As	mayor,	
Robert	H.	Wood	built	the	first	school	for	African	Americans	in	Natchez	in	
1871,	and	he	worked	closely	with	John	R.	Lynch,	the	black	congressman	
who	represented	the	area.58		

	
	

§ 1869-William	B.	Scott	(Maryville,	TN)	is	elected	the	first	African	American	
mayor	of	Maryville,	Tennessee	and	serves	for	one	year.	Born	free	to	a	white	
mother	and	black	father,	he	both	ran	a	saddle	and	harness	business	and	also,	
in	1865,	established	the	Colored	Tennessean,	the	first	black	newspaper	in	
Tennessee.	He	also	founded	one	of	the	first	schools	for	blacks	in	east	
Tennessee,	the	Freedman’s	Normal	Institute,	which	operated	in	Maryville	
for	thirty	years.59	
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1870-1879	
§ 1877-Rutherford	B.	Hayes	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	19th	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1881.	A	lawyer	and	abolitionist,	he	
had	defended	runaway	slaves	taken	to	court	under	the	Fugitive	Slave	Law.	
With	the	Compromise	of	1877,	southern	Democrats	agreed	on	Hayes’	
victory	in	the	contested	presidential	election	so	long	as	he	withdrew	all	
federal	troops	from	the	South.	This	compromise	and	the	Democrats	control	
of	the	House	of	Representatives	forced	the	end	of	Reconstruction.60		

	

§ 1870-Jefferson	F.	Long	(Georgia)	becomes	the	second	African	American	
elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	where	he	represents	Georgia,	
which	would	not	elect	another	black	representative	until	Andrew	Young	in	
1972.	While	elected	in	1870,	complications	over	readmitting	Georgia	to	the	
Union	prevented	him	from	begin	sworn	in	until	January	16,	1871.61	

	

§ 1870-Benjamin	S.	Turner	(Alabama)	is	elected	to	represent	Alabama	in	
the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	and	takes	his	seat	in	1871.	He	ran	on	a	
ticket	supporting	universal	suffrage	and	universal	amnesty,	believing	that	
political	and	educational	rights	of	freedmen	and	clearing	former	
Confederates	of	political	restrictions	were	both	necessary	for	repairing	the	
destruction	in	Alabama.62	

	

§ 1870-Robert	Carlos	De	Large	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	
of	Representatives	from	South	Carolina	but	is	not	allowed	to	serve	his	full	
term	because	his	seat	is	declared	vacant	due	to	election	fraud.63			

	

§ 1870-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	South	Carolina	and	serves	from	1871	to	1874.64		
	

§ 1870-Hiram	R.	Revels	(Mississippi)	is	elected	by	the	Mississippi	senate	to	
finish	the	term	of	one	the	state’s	U.S.	Senate	seats	that	had	been	left	empty	
since	Albert	Brown	vacated	it	during	the	Civil	War	when	the	state	seceded	
from	the	union,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	serve	in	the	U.S.	
Senate.65		
	

§ 1871-Robert	B.	Elliott	(Washington,	D.C.)	gives	his	first	speech	before	
Congress	as	a	U.S.	representative	where	he	challenges	the	Amnesty	Bill	that	
re-establishes	the	political	rights	of	former	Confederates.	He	soon	gives	
another	speech	in	support	of	the	Ku	Klux	Klan	Bill	(or	the	Enforcement	Act	
of	1871)	that	sought	to	curb	their	terrorist	actions	by	allowing	the	president	
to	suspend	the	writ	of	habeas	corpus	for	white	supremacy	organizations.66	
	

§ 1871-Jefferson	F.	Long	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African		
American	representative	to	speak	before	the	House	of	Representatives	when	
he	opposes	a	bill	that	exempts	former	Confederate	politicians	from	swearing	
allegiance	to	the	U.S.	Constitution.67	
	

§ 1871-Josiah	T.	Walls	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	to	represent	Florida	and	remained	in	office	until	1876.68	
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§ 1872-John	R.	Lynch	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	the	sixth	district	of	Mississippi	where	he	serves	two	
terms,	from	1873-1877	and	from	1882-1883,	making	him	the	only	African	
American	U.S.	representative	for	a	century.69	

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1873-Pickney	Benton	Stewart	Pinchback	(Louisiana)	is	elected	to	the	
U.S.	Senate	from	Louisiana	but	is	denied	his	seat	when	the	election	is	
contested.70’	

	

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1873-Richard	H.	Cain	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	South	Carolina’s	at-large	district	from	1873	to	1875	
and	then	from	the	second	district	from	1877	to	1879.	He	previously	served	
in	the	South	Carolina	Senate	from	1868	to	1870.	Born	free	in	Virginia	to	a	
Cherokee	mother	and	black	father,	he	became	a	minister	in	the	African	
Methodist	Episcopal	Church	in	Missouri,	Iowa,	and	then	South	Caroline.	He	
spoke	before	Congress	to	defend	the	education	clause	of	the	Civil	Rights	Bill	
of	1875,	though	it	did	not	pass.	With	the	impending	failure	of	
Reconstruction,	he	encouraged	African	Americans	to	immigrate	to	Liberia	in	
West	Africa.71	

	

§ 1873-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina),	during	his	second	term	in	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives,	works	to	build	support	for	Senator	Charles	
Sumner’s	civil	rights	legislation—which	became	the	poorly	enforced	Civil	
Rights	Act	of	1875—that	banned	discrimination	in	public	transportation,	
public	accommodations,	and	schools.72		
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1874-Joseph	H.	Rainey	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	to	preside	over	the	House	of	Representatives	when	he	oversees	a	
debate	on	managing	Indian	reservations	for	the	Committee	on	Indian	
Affairs.73	
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§ 1874-John	R.	Lynch	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	one	of	seven	black	congressmen	
who	testify	to	their	personal	experiences	of	violence	and	discrimination	in	
support	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1875,	which	was	drafted	by	Senator	
Charles	Sumner	and	John	Mercer	Langston	to	provide	for	equal	treatment	
in	public	accommodations	and	transportation	(though	it	was	poorly	
enforced).74			
	

§ 1875-Blanche	K.	Bruce	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate	by	the	
Mississippi	legislature	and	remained	in	office	until	1881,	making	him	the	
second	African	American	to	serve	in	the	upper	house	of	Congress	(after	
Hiram	R.	Revels)	and	the	first	to	serve	a	full	term.75	

	

§ 1875-Robert	Smalls	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	South	Carolina	where	he	serves	three	terms	(1875-
1879,	1882-1883,	and	1884-1887).	Redistricting	produced	a	majority-black	
constituency	(including	his	hometown	of	Beaufort	where	African	Americans	
outnumbered	whites	seven	to	one)	and	he	was	elected	with	nearly	80	
percent	of	the	vote.	He	advocated	for	antidiscrimination	laws	and	continued	
federal	troops	in	the	south.76	

	
	

§ 1876-John	R.	Lynch	(Washington,	D.C.)	spends	his	second	term	in	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	defending	Congressional	Reconstruction	in	the	
South	and	speaking	out	against	the	White	League	(or	the	White	Man’s	
League),	a	paramilitary	organization	that	openly	terrorized	freedmen	and	
sought	to	overthrow	Reconstruction.77	

§ 1879-Blanche	K.	Bruce	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	and	only	former	slave	to	preside	over	the	U.S.	Senate.	A	
representative	from	Mississippi,	he	was	the	second	African	American	to	
serve	in	the	U.S.	Senate.	He	was	a	member	of	the	black	elite	who	had	
extensive	experience	in	local	government.78	

§ 1871-James	Milton	Turner	(Liberia)	is	appointed	U.S.	minister	of	Liberia	
by	President	Ulysses	S.	Grant	and,	later,	President	Rutherford	B.	Hayes,	
remaining	in	office	until	1878.	For	into	slavery,	he	served	in	the	Union	Army	
and	was	appointed	assistant	superintendent	of	school	by	Missouri	
Governor	Thomas	Fletcher.79	
	
	

§ 1877-John	Mercer	Langston	(Haiti)	is	appointed	U.S.	minister	to	Haiti	by	
President	Rutherford	B.	Hayes	and	remained	in	that	role	until	1885.	An	
abolitionist	and	lawyer,	he	was	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	in	1888.80	

	

§ 1870s-James	Henry	Piles	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	Mississippi	state	
legislature	and	later	is	assistant	secretary	of	state. He	was	an	Oberlin	
College	graduate	and	the	first	African	American	man	admitted	to	the	bar	in	
Mississippi.81  

 
§ 1870-Joseph	H.	Rainey	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	South	Carolina	

Senate	and	immediately	chairs	the	finance	committee.82	

	

§ 1870-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina)	is	appointed	the	assistant	adjutant	
general	of	South	Carolina	by	Republican	Governor	Robert	K.	Scott,	which	
gives	him	the	authority	to	raise	the	state	militia	to	protect	black	citizens	
from	the	Ku	Klux	Klan.	He	resigned	from	the	position	soon	thereafter	
because	he	believed	Scott	was	using	him	for	political	purposes.83		
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§ 1871-Pickney	Benton	Stewart	Pinchback	(Louisiana)	is	chosen	by	the	
state	senate	as	the	lieutenant	governor	of	Louisiana	after	Oscar	Dunn	dies	in	
office.	In	1872,	Governor	Henry	Clay	Warmouth	was	impeached	and	
Pinchback	served	as	acting	governor	of	Louisiana	from	December	9,	1872	to	
January	13,	1873,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	serve	as	
governor	of	any	state.	John	McEnery	took	over	as	governor	in	January	1973.	
In	1990,	L.	Douglas	Wilder	became	the	first	elected	African	American	
governor.84		
	

§ 1871-Oscar	Dunn	(Louisiana),	while	serving	as	lieutenant	governor	of	
Louisiana,	dies	admit	deep	fractions	and	rivalries	within	the	state’s	
Republican	party,	contributing	to	theories	among	contemporaries	and	
historians	that	he	was	poisoned.85	

	
	

§ 1871-Henrey	S.	Harmon	(Florida)	runs	for	the	Florida	Senate	but	loses	to	
the	incumbent	Democrat.	Harmon	was	described	as	“‘one	of	the	shrewdest	
colored	men	in	the	state’	during	his	run	for	the	Florida	state	senate.”	In	1873,	
he	is	appointed	chief	clerk	of	the	Florida	House	of	Representatives.86	He	was	
former	a	state	legislator	who	became	the	first	African	American	admitted	to	
the	Florida	bar	in	1869.87	
	

§ 1872-John	R.	Lynch	(Mississippi)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
elected	as	speaker	of	the	Mississippi	House	of	Representatives.88	

	
	

§ 1873-Hiram	R.	Revels	(Mississippi)	briefly	serves	as	the	Mississippi	
secretary	of	state.89		
	

§ 1873-Lewis	Hayden	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	to	the	Massachusetts	
legislature.	He	changed	his	last	name	from	Grant	to	Hayden	after	he	escaped	
from	slavery	with	the	help	of	abolitionists	Calvin	Fairbanks	and	Delia	
Webster	(both	of	whom	were	sentenced	to	hard	labor),	and	he	worked	with	
his	wife	Harriet	Hayden	to	support	the	Underground	Railroad	and	to	
challenge	racial	segregation	on	Massachusetts	railroads.	While	in	office,	he	
supported	efforts	to	erect	a	statue	to	Crispus	Attucks,	who	was	killed	
during	the	Boston	Massacre.90	

	
	

	
§ 1874-Pierre	Caliste	Landry	(Louisiana)	is	elected	as	a	state	senator	for	the	

eighth	senatorial	district	of	Louisiana,	where	he	serves	one	term.	All	
fourteen	of	his	children—twelve	with	his	first	wife	Amanda	Grigsby	and	
two	with	this	second	wife	Florence	Simpkins—attended	college.91	
	

§ 1874-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	the	twenty-eighth	
speaker	of	the	South	Carolina	House	of	Representatives.92	
	

§ 1876-Robert	B.	Elliott	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	the	attorney	general	of	
South	Carolina	but	is	forced	out	of	office	the	next	year	when	federal	troops	
withdraw	from	the	state.93	

§ 1877-Stephen	Atkins	Swails	(South	Carolina)	leaves	political	office	after	
federal	troops	withdraw	from	the	South	and	a	white	mob	attempts	to	
assassinate	him.	He	then	moved	to	Washington,	D.C.	and	utilized	his	
connections	to	find	work	in	the	U.S.	Postal	Service	and	the	U.S.	Treasury	
Department.94		
	

§ 1876-George	Lewis	Ruffin	(Boston,	MA)	serves	on	the	Boston	Common	
Council	(city	council)	from	1876	to	1877,	making	him	the	first	African	
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American	in	this	role.	He	was	the	son	of	free	blacks	and	an	early	black	
graduate	of	Harvard	Law	School.95	

	
	

§ 1878-Edward	"Ned"	Sherman	(Cleveland,	NY)	is	the	first	African	
American	mayor	elected	in	the	state	of	New	York	when	he	begins	his	one-
year	term	in	Cleveland,	New	York.	A	barber	and	mule	driver	active	in	local	
politics,	he	did	not	campaign	for	the	post	but	won	by	twenty	votes	after	the	
previous	mayor,	Albert	A.	Yale,	resigned	in	response	to	anti-Catholic	
sentiment.96		
	

1880-1889	
§ 1881-James	Garfield	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	20th	president	of	the	United	States	and	

remained	in	office	until	1881.	As	a	congressman,	he	had	supported	the	Thirteenth,	
Fourteenth,	and	Fifteenth	Amendments.	As	president,	he	supported	equal	rights	
for	black	Americans,	proposing	government-funded	education	and	appointing	
African	Americans	to	prominent	federal	positions	(including	Frederick	Douglas	as	
the	District	of	Columbia	recorder	of	deeds	and	Blanche	Bruce	as	the	register	of	the	
treasury).	An	assassin	shot	Garfield	in	July	and	he	died	in	September	1881.97	
	

§ 1881-Chester	Arthur	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	21st	president	of	the	United	States	and	
remained	in	office	until	1885.	Coming	from	an	abolitionist	family,	Arthur	used	his	law	
degree	to	successfully	represent	a	black	woman	removed	from	a	whites-only	
streetcar	in	Jennings	v.	Third	Ave.	R.R.	Co.	(1854),	effectively	desegregating	New	
York	streetcars.	The	strength	of	the	southern	Democratic	Party	prevented	President	
Arthur	from	passing	meaningful	civil	rights	legislation.98		
	

§ 1885-Grover	Cleveland	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	the	22nd	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1889.	He	viewed	Reconstruction	as	a	failure	and	
did	not	use	federal	power	to	enforce	southern	compliance	with	the	Fifteenth	
Amendment.	
	

§ 1889-Benjamin	Harrison	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	23rd	president	of	the	United	States	
and	remained	in	office	until	1893.	He	endorsed	civil	rights	legislation	like	the	
Federal	Elections	Bill	(or	Lodge	Bill)	(1890)	that	would	have	given	the	federal	
government	power	to	monitor	black	voting	rights	in	the	South,	but	these	initiatives	
lacked	sufficient	congressional	approval	and	failed.	

	
§ 1880-Blanche	K.	Bruce	(Chicago,	IL)	becomes	the	first	African	American	to	win	

any	votes	for	national	office	from	a	major	party’s	nominating	convention	when	he	
receives	eight	votes	for	vice	president	at	the	Republican	National	Convention	in	
Chicago,	Illinois.99	

	
§ 1881-Blanche	K.	Bruce	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	the	first	African	American	appointed	

the	register	of	the	U.S.	Treasury	(his	signature	appeared	on	all	of	the	nation’s	paper	
currency)	by	President	James	Garfield	(1881-1885)	and,	later,	by	President	
William	McKinley	(1897-1898).100 

 
§ 1888-John	M.	Langston	(Virginia	and	Washington,	D.C.)	runs	as	an	

Independent	to	represent	south-central	Virginia	in	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	at	the	urging	of	a	citizen’s	committee	composed	of	both	white	
and	black	local	political	leaders.	Racial	tensions	divided	the	election	and	
Langston	contested	the	results	for	eighteen	months	with	the	support	of	a	biracial	
team	of	lawyers.	He	was	ultimately	declared	the	winner	and	served	the	
remaining	six	months	of	his	term.101	
	

§ 1889-Henry	Cheatham	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	North	Carolina’s	second	district,	and	he	remained	in	office	

											Edward	"Ned"	Sherman		

Henry	Cheatham	



 16	

until	1893.	He	was	born	into	slavery	in	North	Carolina	and	later	earned	an	A.B.	
degree	in	1882	from	Shaw	University	Normal	School	(North	Carolina’s	first	
college	for	African	Americans)	before	becoming	a	teacher	and	principal.	He	
primarily	worked	behind	the	scenes	and	focused	on	committee	work.102	

	
	

§ 1881-Henry	Highland	Garnet	(Liberia)	is	appointed	U.S.	minister	resident	to	
Liberia	by	President	James	A.	Garfield,	but	he	dies	of	malaria	within	two	
months	of	his	arrival	in	Africa.	He	escaped	slavery	on	the	Underground	Railroad	
with	his	parents	in	1824	and,	later,	became	a	minister	and	abolitionist.	He	was	
the	first	African	American	to	speak	in	the	Capitol	Building	when	he	preached	a	
sermon	in	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	in	1865.103 	

	
	

§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 	
§ 885-John	E.	W.	Thompson	(Haiti	and	Santo	Domingo)	is	appointed	U.S.	minister	

resident	to	Haiti	and	U.S.	chargé	d’affaires	to	Santo	Domingo	by	President	Grover	
Cleveland,	and	he	remained	in	both	posts	until	1889.	He	graduated	from	Yale	
Medical	School	in	1883,	and	he	was	recommended	for	the	diplomatic	post	by	Yale	
faculty,	several	prominent	Catholic	bishops	in	New	York	and	Delaware,	and	New	
York	City	Mayor	A.	S.	Hewitt.	He	managed	a	diplomatic	crisis	wherein	a	Haitian	
gunboat	seized	an	American	passenger	ship,	Haytian	Republic.104	

	
§ 1889-Frederick	Douglas	(Haiti	and	Santo	Domingo)	is	appointed	U.S.	consul-

general	of	Haiti	and	charge	d’affaires	to	Santo	Domingo	by	President	Benjamin	
Harrison,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1891.	After	escaping	from	slavery	in	1838,	
he	became	a	renowned	abolitionist,	social	reformer,	writer,	orator,	and	
statesman.105	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1880-George	Henry	White	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	North	Carolina	

house	of	representatives	for	one	term	and	serves	as	a	delegate	to	the	Republican	
National	Convention.	He	focused	on	legislation	to	secure	funding	for	opening	four	
black	normal	schools	and	providing	training	for	black	teachers.106	
	

§ 1883-Edward	Garrison	Walker	(Massachusetts),	a	trained	lawyer	and	
representative	in	the	state	legislature,	is	nominated	for	a	judgeship	by	Governor	
Benjamin	F.	Butler.	Republicans	refused	to	ratify	Walker	because	he	switched	to	

Henry	Highland	Garnet	

This	1872	illustration	depicts	early	African	
American	U.S.	legislators	Robert	C.	De	
Large,	Jefferson	F.	Long,	H.R.	Revels,	Benj.	S.	
Turner,	Josiah	T.	Walls,	Joseph	H.	Rainey,	
and	R.	Brown	Elliot	

John	E.	W.	Thompson	

Frederick	Douglas	
 

George	Henry	White	
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the	Democratic	Party	in	1867,	instead	giving	the	judgeship	to	Republican	lawyer	
George	L.	Ruffin.107	 

 
§ 1884-John	R.	Lynch	(Mississippi)	became	the	first	African	American	to	chair	a	

political	party’s	national	convention	after	future	president	Theodore	Roosevelt	
nominated	him	as	a	temporary	chair	for	the	1884	Republican	National	
Convention.	He	then	served	as	a	member	of	the	Republican	National	Committee	
for	Mississippi	from	1884	to	1889.108	
	

§ Mid-1880s?-Edwin	Archer	Randolph	(Virginia)	serves	in	both	houses	of	the	
Virginia	legislature.109 
 

§ 1881-Edwin	Archer	Randolph	(Richmond,	VA),	a	newspaper	editor	and	the	first	
black	graduate	of	Yale	Law	School	(1880),	is	elected	to	the	common	council	in	
Richmond,	Virginia	and	serves	until	1883.110 
 

§ 1884-Edwin	Archer	Randolph	serves	on	the	board	of	alderman	in	Richmond,	
Virginia	from	1884	until	1886.111	
	

§ 1886-George	Henry	White	(Tarboro,	NC)	is	elected	solicitor	and	prosecuting	
attorney	in	Tarboro,	North	Carolina,	a	district	with	a	large	black	majority.	In	1888	
and	1890,	he	wanted	to	run	for	national	office	but	deferred	to	his	brother-in-law	
Henry	Cheatham	who	was	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	1889	
to	1893.112	

	
	

§ 1888-Edward	Duplex	(Wheatland,	CA)	is	appointed	mayor	of	Wheatland,	
California	by	the	Wheatland	Board	of	Trustees,	making	him	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	a	predominantly	white	town	and	of	a	town	in	the	West.	After	
moving	to	California	during	the	Gold	Rush	in	1854,	Duplex	and	his	family	
established	Duplex’s	Hairdressing	and	Shaving	Saloon,	which	became	a	center	
for	political	and	social	activity.113		

	

	

1890-1899	
§ 1893-Grover	Cleveland	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	the	24th	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	1897.	He	undermined	black	voting	rights	by	
campaigning	against	the	Federal	Elections	Bill	(or	Lodge	Bill)	and	repealing	the	
Enforcement	Act	of	1871,	which	had	ensured	federal	oversight	of	local	electoral	
processes.		
	

§ 1897-William	McKinley	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	25th	president	of	the	United	States	
and	remained	in	office	until	1901.	Although	he	spoke	out	against	lynching	while	
governor	of	Ohio,	he	failed	as	president	to	address	racialized	violence,	civil	rights,	or	
voting	rights.114		

	
	

§ 1896–Plessy	v.	Ferguson	(Louisiana)	begins	when	Homer	Plessy	intentionally	
violates	a	Louisiana	law	that	requires	black	and	white	passengers	to	ride	in	separate	
train	cars.	After	Plessy	lost	the	initial	trial	and	state	appeal,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	
held	that	segregation	based	on	race	in	public	services	remained	legal.	Also	known	as	
the	“separate	but	equal”	doctrine.	After	Plessy,	southern	law	schools	in	South	Carolina	
and	Maryland	that	had	once	enrolled	black	students	banned	their	admission.115	

	
§ 1896-Edward	Garrison	Walker	(Massachusetts)	receives	the	nomination	

for	the	U.S.	presidency	by	the	Negro	Party,	“a	short-lived	third-party	
movement.”116 

Edwin	Archer	Randolph	
(1850-unknown)	
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§ 1890-John	M.	Langston	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	representative	from	Virginia,	

delivers	his	first	speech	before	Congress	where	he	emphasizes	blacks’	
citizenship	rights	and	condemns	the	Democratic	Party’s	efforts	to	restrict	
black	freedom.	The	next	day,	he	asked	the	U.S.	attorney	general	to	send	the	
House	paperwork	documenting	all	lawsuits	related	to	voting	rights	and	the	
disenfranchisement	of	southern	freedmen.117		
	

§ 1892-Edward	A.	Johnson	(North	Carolina),	prominent	in	local	and	state	
politics,	serves	as	a	delegate	to	the	Republican	National	Convention	in	
1892	and	1896.	Born	into	slavery	in	North	Carolina,	he	graduated	from	
Atlanta	University	in	1879,	worked	as	a	principal	and	teacher,	and	wrote	
the	first	textbook	(A	School	History	of	the	Negro	Race	in	America)	by	a	black	
author	approved	for	use	in	North	Carolina	public	schools.	He	earned	a	law	
degree	from	Shaw	University	in	1891,	practiced	law,	and	helped	found	the	
National	Bar	Association.118	

	

	

	
§ 1896-Judson	Whitlocke	Lyons	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	represent	Georgia	to	

the	Republican	National	Committee	where	he	votes	for	William	McKinley	as	
the	Republican	presidential	candidate.119	
	

§ 1897-George	Henry	White	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	North	Carolina’s	second	district,	and	he	remained	in	
office	until	1901.	His	election	came	during	a	period	of	fusion	politics	in	North	
Carolina	where	Populist	and	Republican	Party	candidates	overlapped	and	
resulted	in	more	African	American	electoral	success.	His	legislative	
proposals	included	combating	disenfranchisement	and	mob	violence	in	the	
South.	After	leaving	Congress,	he	worked	as	a	lawyer	and	entrepreneur	and	
helped	found	the	black	town	of	Whitesboro	in	Cape	May,	New	Jersey.120		
	

§ 1897-Henry	Cheatham	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	federal	
recorder	of	deeds	for	the	District	of	Columbia	by	President	William	
McKinley,	and	he	remained	in	this	position	until	1901.	During	this	period,	he	
remained	active	in	African	American	politics	in	Washington,	D.C.,	
collaborating	with	Frederick	Douglas	and	George	Henry	White.121		

	
	

§ 1898-Judson	Whitlocke	Lyons	(Washington,	D.C.),	who	was	born	into	
slavery	and	graduated	from	Howard	University	Law	School	in	1884,	is	
appointed	registrar	of	the	U.S.	Treasury	by	President	William	McKinley,	
becoming	the	second	African	American	to	hold	this	post.122	
	

§ 1893-William	W.	Ferguson	(Michigan)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
elected	to	the	Michigan	House	of	Representatives	and	is	reelected	in	1895.	
He	was	a	prominent	Detroit	lawyer	and	plaintiff	in	Ferguson	v.	Gies	(1890),	
the	first	successful	case	against	racial	discrimination	before	the	Michigan	
Supreme	Court.	123	

	
	

§ 1898-Silas	Robbins	(Nebraska)	is	the	second	African	American	to	run	for	
the	Nebraska	state	legislature,	but	he	loses	the	race.124	He	was	the	first	black	
lawyer	admitted	to	the	Nebraska	bar	who	was	active	in	local	politics	as	an	
debater	and	speaker	around	Omaha,	and	he	secured	a	patent	from	the	U.S.	
Patent	Office	for	a	game	he	created	in	1893	called	“Politics.”125	
	

Edward	A.	Johnson	

Judson	Whitlocke	Lyons	

William	W.	Ferguson	
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§ Late-1890s-Edward	A.	Johnson	(Raleigh,	NC)	serves	on	the	Raleigh	Board	
of	Aldermen	and,	from	1899	to	1907,	is	assistant	to	the	federal	attorney	for	
the	district	of	eastern	North	Carolina.126	

	

	

	

1900-1909	
• 1901-Theodore	Roosevelt	(New	York)	is	elected	the	26th	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1909.		His	“lily-white”	campaigns	
(reflecting	an	anti-black	segment	of	the	Republican	Party)	advocated	against	
supporting	the	civil	rights	for	African	Americans.	He	also	popularized	the	
eugenic	idea	of	race	suicide,	warning	that	the	“superior”	white	race	would	
disappear	because	“undesirable”	women	of	color	had	more	children.		

	

§ 1909-William	H.	Taft	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	27th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1913.	With	his	“Southern	Policy,”	he	
refused	to	appoint	African	Americans	to	federal	jobs	and	removed	most	
black	office	holders	in	the	South.		
	

§ 1900-Silas	Robbins	(Omaha,	NE)	becomes	the	Douglas	County	tax	
commissioner	in	Omaha,	Nebraska	when	the	Populist	Party	gains	control	of	
local	politics,	and	he	serves	in	that	role	from	1900	to	1901	and	again	from	
1903	to	1905.127	
	

§ 1904-Oscar	De	Priest	(Cook	County,	IL)	is	elected	to	the	Cook	County	
Board	of	Commissioners	and	remained	in	office	until	1908.	He	was	born	in	
Alabama	to	freedmen	who	left	the	south	after	the	end	of	Reconstruction	to	
live	in	Kansas.	He	worked	as	an	apprentice	plasterer	and	house	painter,	
eventually	establishing	a	successful	business	and	real	estate	management	
firm.128		

	
	
	
	

	
§ 1904-George	Edwin	Taylor	(Oskaloosa,	IO)	runs	for	the	U.S.	Presidency,	

the	first	African	American	to	do	so,	as	the	candidate	for	the	National	Liberty	
Party,	the	first	national	political	party	created	exclusively	by	and	for	African	
Americans.1	

	

	

	

1910-1919	
§ 1913-Woodrow	Wilson	(Virginia)	is	elected	the	28th	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1921.	He	instituted	a	range	of	
discriminatory	practices—supporting	anti-miscegenation	laws,	segregating	
federal	jobs	and	offices,	and	screening	The	Birth	of	a	Nation	at	the	White	
House.	He	only	spoke	out	against	lynching,	ordered	federal	intervention	
during	riots,	and	provided	equal	pay	to	black	soldiers	in	response	to	public	
pressures.129		

 
1 Tamara Shiloh, “George Edwin Taylor: Black Politician an Early Candidate for U.S. Presidency,” The Post News Group, 
August 14, 2021, https://www.postnewsgroup.com/george-edwin-taylor-black-politician-an-early-candidate-for-u-s-presidency/. 

Oscar	De	Priest	

George	Edwin	Taylor	
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§ 1917-Edward	A.	Johnson	(New	York)	is	the	first	African	American	elected	

to	the	New	York	State	Assembly.	Resenting	disenfranchisement	of	African	
Americans	in	the	South,	he	moved	to	Harlem	and	argued	that	African	
Americans	needed	to	be	nominated	for	public	office	in	areas	with	large	
African	American	communities.	He	unsuccessfully	campaigned	for	Congress	
in	1928.130	
	

§ 1918-Frederick	M.	Roberts	(California)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	to	serve	in	the	California	State	Legislature	when	he	is	elected	to	
the	assembly,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1934.	He	attended	the	
University	of	Southern	California	and	Colorado	College	before	working	as	
a	newspaper	editor,	deputy	assessor,	and	principal.	He	supported	
legislation	on	public	education,	civil	rights,	and	anti-lynching.	He	was	
defeated	in	1934	by	Democratic	African	American	candidate	Augustus	F.	
Hawkins.131	
	

§ 1915-Oscar	De	Priest	(Chicago,	IL)	is	the	first	African	American	elected	
to	the	Chicago	City	Council	and	serves	from	1915	to	1917	and	then	again	
from	1943	to	1947.	He	built	strong	connections	with	powerful	Republicans	
like	Chicago	Mayor	William	Hale	Thompson	and	U.S.	Representative	
Martin	Madden.	He	resigned	abruptly	in	1917	due	to	charges	of	accepting	
bribes	but	was	later	acquitted.132	
	

§ 1915-Alfred	P.	Russell	(Boston,	MA)	is	elected	a	member	of	the	Republican	
Ward	Committee	(ward	18)	at	the	state	primary	in	Boston.	He	graduated	
from	Harvard	Dental	School	in	1908	and	opened	his	own	dental	practice	in	
Boston.	He	was	very	active	in	local	politics	and	was	nominated	as	a	
candidate	for	the	Office	of	the	Delegate	to	the	Constitutional	Convention	in	
the	Eleventh	Congressional	District	of	Massachusetts	in	1917.133	

1920-1929	
§ 1921-Warren	Harding	(Ohio)	is	elected	the	29th	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	1923.	He	advocated	for	civil	rights	and	
equal	political	rights	for	African	Americans	and	spoke	out	against	lynching—
supporting	the	Dryer	Anti-Lynching	Bill	(1918)—but	instituted	no	
significant	policy	or	legislative	changes	for	the	black	community.	
	
	

§ 1923-Calvin	Coolidge	(Vermont)	is	elected	the	30th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1929.	He	defended	black	voting	rights,	
advocated	for	civil	rights,	called	for	laws	to	make	lynching	a	federal	crime,	
and	also	supported	appropriating	funds	for	a	medical	school	at	Howard	
University.134		
		

§ 1929-Herbert	Hoover	(Iowa)	is	elected	the	31st	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1933.	While	he	had	desegregated	the	
Commerce	Department	as	secretary	of	commerce	(1928),	as	president,	he	
continued	lily-white	political	strategies	and	seldom	mentioned	civil	rights,	
leading	many	African	Americans	to	switch	to	the	Democratic	Party	in	the	
1932	election.135		

	
	

§ 1928-Dr.	William	J.	Thompkins	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	leader	in	the	
National	Colored	Democratic	Convention	(NCDC),	is	involved	in	the	1928	
presidential	campaign	in	support	of	Alfred	E.	Smith	(who	loses	to	Herbert	
Hoover).	He	then	ran	the	NCDC	Democratic	campaign	for	all	states	west	of	
the	Mississippi	River	in	1932,	which	helped	him	establish	connections	with	
the	Roosevelt	administration.136	
	

Frederick	M.	Roberts	

William	J.	Thompkins	
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§ 1929-Oscar	De	Priest	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	first	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1935,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	elected	to	Congress	in	the	twentieth	
century	and	the	first	from	the	North.	In	1934,	he	drafted	a	resolution	to	
integrate	the	House’s	whites	only	public	restaurant.	He	consistently	
advocated	for	legislation	advancing	African	American	rights—and	
successfully	added	an	antidiscrimination	amendment	to	the	bill	that	
launched	the	Civilian	Conservation	Corps—but	most	of	his	efforts	were	
unsuccessful.137	
	

§ 1924-Daisy	D.	Perkins	(Ohio)	becomes	the	first	black	woman	to	seek	
election	to	the	Ohio	General	Assembly,	although	she	loses	the	election.	She	
was	Ohio’s	first	African	American	woman	lawyer.138	
	

§ 1921-John	Raymond	Jones	(New	York,	NY)	first	becomes	involved	in	
politics	as	an	election	inspector,	and	he	uses	that	post	to	register	African	
American	voters	in	Harlem.139		

	

	

	

1930-1939	
§ 1933-Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	(New	York)	is	elected	the	32nd	president	of	

the	United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1945.	He	did	not	propose	
specific	civil	rights	legislation	but	did	move	to	repeal	egregious	racial	
restrictions	in	the	federal	government.	First	Lady	Eleanor	Roosevelt	was	a	
vocal	supporter	of	racial	equality	and,	along	with	Harold	Ickes	(former	
Chicago	NAACP	president	and	U.S.	secretary	of	the	interior	from	1933	to	
1946),	made	Roosevelt	more	aware	of	the	concerns	of	African	Americans.	
The	“Black	Cabinet”	(1933-1945)	emerged	as	an	informal	group	of	African	
American	policy	advisors	and	office	holders	working	in	federal	executive	
departments	and	New	Deal	agencies.	Members	of	this	group	in	1938	
included:	 	

Campaign	button,	Oscar	De	
Priest,	c.	1920s	

John	Raymond	Jones	
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Mary	McLeod	Bethune	(National	Youth	Administration)	

Edgar	G.	Brown	(Civilian	Conservation	Corps)	

Dr.	Roscoe	C.	Brown	(Public	Health	Service)	

Dr.	Ambrose	Caliver	(Department	of	the	Interior)	

Joseph	H.	Evans	(Farm	Security	Administration)	

Dr.	Charles	L.	Franklin	(Social	Security	Board)	

Charles	E.	Hall	(Department	of	Commerce)	

William	H.	Hastie	(Department	of	the	Interior)	

Joseph	R.	Houchins	(Department	of	Commerce)	

William	J.	Houston	(Department	of	Justice)	

Henry	A.	Hunt	(Farm	Credit	Administration)	

Dewey	R.	Jones	(Department	of	the	Interior)	

Eugene	Kinckle	Jones	(Department	of	Commerce)	

Edward	H.	Lawson,	Jr.	(Works	Projects	Administration)	

Ralph	E.	Mizelle	(U.S.	Postal	Service)	

Lawrence	A.	Oxley	(Department	of	Labor)	

J.	Parker	Prescott	(Housing	Authority)	

Alfred	Edgar	Smith	(Works	Projects	Administration)	

Dr.	William	J.	Thompkins	(Recorder	of	Deeds)	

William	J.	Trent	(Federal	Works	Agency)		

Dr.	Robert	C.	Weaver	(Federal	Housing	Authority)	

Arthur	Weiseger	(Department	of	Labor)	

John	W.	Whitten	(Works	Projects	Administration)	

	

His	Executive	Order	8802	(1941)	created	the	Fair	Employment	Practice	
Committee,	which	banned	discriminatory	hiring	in	the	federal	government.	
He	is	known	for	the	New	Deal	economic	relief	programs,	most	of	which	
disproportionately	benefited	white	Americans	over	people	of	color.140	First	
Lady	Eleanor	Roosevelt,	who	was	the	longest	serving	First	Lady,	also	spoke	
out	and	advocated	for	the	civil	rights	of	African	Americans.	She	also	
developed	a	close	working	relationship	with	Mary	McCloud	Bethune.		

	

§ 1930-Ambrose	Caliver	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	senior	specialist	in	the	
Education	of	Negros	in	the	U.S.	Office	of	Education	by	President	Herbert	Hoover.	
He	remained	in	the	post	after	the	election	of	President	Franklin	Roosevelt,	
becoming	part	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	He	worked	to	raise	awareness	of	and	address	
the	disparities	between	education	for	black	and	white	students.	His	office	published	
articles,	pamphlets,	and	bulletins	(like	“The	Education	of	Negro	Teachers”	and	
“National	Statistics	of	the	Education	of	Negroes	from	1933	to	1934”)	and	a	nine-part	
NBC	radio	broadcast	on	black	history	and	achievement,	titled	“Freedom	Peoples.”141	
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§ 1932-Crystal	Bird	Fauset	(Washington,	D.C.)	founds	the	Colored	Women’s	
Activities	Club	for	the	Democratic	National	Committee	and	helps	register	African	
American	women	to	vote.	In	response,	the	she	is	appointed	director	of	the	Women	
and	Professional	Project	in	the	Works	Progress	Administration	by	the	
Roosevelt	administration.	She	was	a	1931	graduate	of	Teacher’s	College	at	
Columbia	University.142		

	
	
	
	

	
§ 1933-William	H.	Hastie	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	President	Franklin	

Roosevelt’s	race	relations	advisor,	making	him	one	of	the	first	African	American	
members	of	the	Roosevelt	administration.	And	he	worked	as	an	assistant	solicitor	
for	the	U.S.	Department	of	the	Interior	from	1933	to	1937.	He	received	his	J.D.	
degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1933,	practiced	law,	and,	in	1937,	became	the	
first	African	American	federal	judge.	He	is	considered	a	member	of	the	Black	
Cabinet	during	the	Roosevelt	administration.143			

	

	
§ 1933-Henry	A.	Hunt	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	assistant	governor	of	the	

Farm	Credit	Administration,	a	New	Deal	department	that	provides	government	
support	to	farmers.	Within	this	capacity,	he	served	as	an	advisor	to	President	
Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	He	graduated	from	
Atlanta	University	(HBCU)	with	a	B.A.	degree	in	1890,	and	he	worked	as	a	teacher,	
principal,	and	ran	agricultural	programs	for	farmers.144	

	

	

	
§ 1933-Eugene	Kinckle	Jones	(Washington,	D.C.)	joins	the	Department	of	

Commerce	as	an	advisor	on	Negro	Affairs.	Within	this	capacity,	he	served	as	an	
advisor	to	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	A	
1906	graduate	of	Cornell	University,	he	was	a	leader	of	the	National	Urban	League	
and	a	co-founder	of	the	Alpha	Phi	Alpha	Fraternity.145	

	
	
	
	
	

§ 1934?-Edgar	G.	Brown	(Washington,	D.C.?)	is	appointed	to	an	administrative	
position	with	the	Civilian	Conservation	Corp	where	he	reports	on	and	advocates	
for	African	Americans	in	CCC	work	camps.	A	veteran	of	WWI	who	once	worked	as	an	
advertising	manager	of	the	Madame	C.	J.	Walker	Co.,	he	criticized	the	mistreatment	
and	underemployment	of	African	Americans	in	federal	agencies	and	was	president	
of	the	United	Government	Employees	(a	federal	workers’	union)	from	1934	to	
1943.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet	during	the	Roosevelt	
administration.146		
	

§ 1934-Lawrence	A.	Oxley	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	to	the	Department	of	
Labor	where	he	worked	on	programs	to	improve	employment	opportunities	for	
African	Americans.	Within	this	capacity,	he	served	as	an	advisor	to	President	
Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	He	previously	worked	as	
the	director	of	the	Division	of	Work	Among	Negro,	a	branch	of	the	North	Carolina	
state	Board	of	Charities	and	Public	Welfare.147		
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§ 1934-Dr.	William	J.	Thompkins	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	recorder	of	
deeds	for	the	District	of	Columbia	and	remained	in	this	position	until	1944.	Within	
this	capacity,	he	served	as	an	advisor	to	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	
member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	A	graduate	of	Howard	Medical	School,	he	was	a	
prominent	health	practitioner	and	hospital	administrator	who	advocated	for	African	
Americans	through	organizations	like	the	National	Negro	Educators	Congress.148	
	

§ 1934-Alfred	Edgar	Smith	(Washington,	D.C.)	works	for	the	Federal	Emergency	
Relief	Administration	(FERA)	(later	named	the	Works	Progress	Administration)	
from	1934	to	1943.	Within	a	year,	he	replaced	Forrester	Washington	as	the	
director	of	the	Colored	Work	in	FERA.	He	served	as	an	advisor	to	President	
Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	He	received	an	M.A.	
degree	in	history	from	Howard	University	in	1932.149		

	
§ 1934-Robert	C.	Weaver	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	as	an	aide	to	the	U.S.	

Secretary	of	the	Interior	Harold	L.	Ickes	and,	in	1938,	becomes	special	assistant	to	
the	U.S.	Housing	Authority.	Within	this	capacity,	he	served	as	an	advisor	to	
President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	Black	Cabinet.	In	1937,	he	
drafted	the	U.S.	Housing	Program	that	provided	financial	assistance	to	local	
housing	departments	to	subsidize	the	rent	for	low	income	African	Americans.	He	
earned	a	B.S.	and	M.A.	degrees	from	Harvard	University	and,	in	1934,	a	Ph.D.	in	
economics.150	

	
	

§ 1935-Dewey	R.	Jones	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	associate	acting	advisor	
on	Negro	Affairs	in	the	Federal	Emergency	Administration	of	Public	Works	in	the	
U.S.	Department	of	the	Interior	under	Harold	L.	Ickes.	Within	this	capacity,	he	
served	as	an	advisor	to	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	the	
Black	Cabinet.	An	army	veteran,	he	earned	an	M.S.	degree	in	journalism	from	
Columbia	University	in	1932	and	worked	for	the	Chicago	Defender	from	1923	to	
1935.151	

	
§ 1935-Crystal	Bird	Fauset	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	on	the	Federal	Housing	

Advisory	Board.152	
	

§ 1935-Arthur	W.	Mitchell	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
from	Illinois’s	first	district,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1943.	He	attended	the	
Tuskegee	Institute	in	1897	and	attended	both	Columbia	and	Harvard	before	
being	admitted	to	the	Washington,	D.C.	bar	in	1927.	Like	many	African	Americans,	
he	switched	from	the	Republican	to	the	Democratic	Party	in	the	early	days	of	the	
New	Deal,	which	made	him	the	first	black	Democrat	elected	to	Congress.	He	was	a	
strong	supporter	of	President	Roosevelt	and	the	New	Deal,	and	he	introduced	
bills	against	discrimination	and	lynching.153		

	

§ 1936-Dr.	William	J.	Thompkins	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	adviser	on	
colored	affairs	to	the	Democratic	Party	Chairman	James	A.	Farley	and	remained	
active	in	Washington,	D.C.	politics.154	

	
	

	
§ 1936-Harold	Bledsoe	(Michigan)	becomes	the	first	African	American	to	cast	an	

Electoral	College	ballot	when,	as	the	only	African	American	among	the	nineteen	
delegates	from	Michigan,	he	votes	for	President	Franklin	Roosevelt.155	
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§ 1938-Mary	McLeod	Bethune	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	the	
Division	of	Negro	Affairs	within	the	National	Youth	Administration,	a	federal	
agency	under	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt’s	Works	Progress	
Administration,	which	made	her	the	first	African	American	female	division	head.	
In	this	role,	she	created	school-based	employment	programs	for	black	students,	
enrolled	black	colleges	in	the	Civilian	Pilot	Training	Program,	and	advocated	for	
hiring	African	Americans	in	state	and	local	government.	She	helped	run	the	Black	
Cabinet	(or	Black	Brain	Trust	or	Federal	Council	of	Negro	Affairs)	that	served	
as	an	advisory	board	to	the	Roosevelt	administration	on	issues	impacting	African	
Americans.156		

	
§ 1938-Joseph	R.	Houchins	(Washington,	D.C.),	who	had	worked	in	the	

department	since	1935,	is	appointed	interim	head	of	the	Division	of	Negro	Affairs	
of	the	Commerce	Department	and	remained	in	this	role	until	1940.	Within	this	
capacity,	he	served	as	an	advisor	to	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	as	a	member	of	
the	Black	Cabinet.157	

	
	

	

	

§ 1938?-Dr.	Roscoe	C.	Brown,	Sr.	(Washington,	D.C.),	who	holds	a	degree	in	
dentistry	from	Howard	University,	serves	as	the	director	of	the	National	Negro	
Health	Movement	of	the	U.S.	Public	Health	Service	during	the	Roosevelt	
administration.	He	was	a	member	of	Roosevelt’s	Black	Cabinet	and	father	of	
Roscoe	C.	Brown	Jr.	(HM),	a	Tuskegee	Airman	and	educator.158	

	

	

	

§ 1935-Lester	Aglar	Walton	(Liberia)	is	named	envoy	and	minister	to	Liberia	
(later	called	ambassador)	by	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	and	serves	in	this	
role	until	1946.	He	was	a	journalist	who	wrote	for	the	St.	Louis	Star	(making	him	
the	first	black	reporter	working	for	a	white	daily	paper	in	St.	Louis,	Missouri)	and	
the	New	York	Age	(the	largest	black	newspaper,	based	in	New	York	City).	His	
international	travel	as	a	journalist	and	his	work	with	the	National	Democratic	
Committee	(especially	when	most	African	Americans	were	in	the	Republican	
Party)	resulted	in	his	diplomatic	appointment.159	
	

§ 1934-Harold	Bledsoe	(Michigan)	is	appointed	Michigan’s	first	African	American	
assistant	attorney	general	by	Governor	William	A.	Comstock.160	He	was	a	1925	
graduated	of	the	Detroit	College	of	Law.		

	
§ 1935-Augustus	“Gus”	F.	Hawkins	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	

State	Assembly	from	the	sixty-second	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1963.	He	
graduated	from	the	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	
engineering	in	1931.161		

	
§ 1936-Charles	W.	Anderson,	Jr.	(Kentucky)	is	elected	to	the	Kentucky	legislature,	

becoming	the	first	black	legislator	in	Kentucky	and	in	the	South	since	
Reconstruction.162	One	of	his	most	notable	legislative	accomplishment	was	the	
Anderson-Mayer	State	Aid	Act,	which	provided	African	American	students	$7,500	
annually	to	attend	out	of	state	colleges	because	Kentucky	State	College,	the	only	
all-black	state	school	in	the	segregated	state,	could	not	accommodate	all	black	
applicants.163		He	was	a	1931	Howard	University	Law	School	graduate.	
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§ 1938-Crystal	Bird	Fauset	(Pennsylvania)	is	elected	to	the	Pennsylvania	House	of	
Representatives,	making	her	the	first	African	American	female	state	legislator.	She	
introduced	bills	related	to	public	health,	housing,	and	women’s	rights	in	the	
workplace.164			
	

§ 1932-Robert	N.C.	Nix,	Sr.	(Philadelphia,	PA)	is	elected	a	Democratic	
committeeman	from	the	forty-fourth	ward	in	1932,	and	he	remained	in	this	position	
for	twenty-six	years	while	serving	as	chairman	for	eight	years.	He	graduated	from	
the	University	of	Pennsylvania	Law	School	in	1924.165	

	
	

	
§ 1933-William	L.	Dawson	(Chicago,	IL)	is	elected	to	the	Chicago	city	council	

with	the	critical	backing	of	Oscar	De	Priest,	Chicago’s	first	African	American	
alderman.	A	veteran	of	WWI,	he	studied	law	at	Northwestern	University	Law	and	
was	admitted	to	the	Illinois	bar	in	1920.	Support	from	Chicago	Mayor	Edward	J.	
Kelly	helped	him	secure	a	second	term	as	alderman.166		

	

	

	

1940-1941	
	

1945-Harry	S.	Truman	(Missouri)	is	elected	the	33rd	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1953.	While	he	opposed	civil	rights	
demonstrations,	intermarriage,	and	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	Truman	nevertheless	
built	a	strong	civil	rights	plank	in	the	Democratic	party,	creating	The	President’s	
Committee	on	Civil	Rights	(1946),	which	released	a	1947	report	on	
discrimination	in	education,	housing,	public	accommodations,	and	voting	rights.	
Truman	signed	Executive	Order	9981	(1948)	ordering	the	desegregation	of	the	
armed	forces.167		

§ 1940-William	H.	Hastie	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	civilian	aid	to	Secretary	of	
War	Henry	L.	Stimson	from	1940	to	1942.	He	resigns	in	protest	of	continued	
segregation,	which	prompts	the	army	and	navy	to	begin	limited	trials	of	integrated	
units.168		
	

§ 1941-Crystal	Bird	Fauset	(Washington,	D.C.),	with	the	help	of	First	Lady	Eleanor	
Roosevelt,	secures	a	position	in	President	Roosevelt’s	“Black	Cabinet”	as	assistant	
director	and	race	relations	director	of	the	Office	of	Civil	Defense.169			

	
§ 1943-William	L.	Dawson	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	

from	Illinois’s	first	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1970.	At	the	time	of	his	
election,	he	was	the	only	African	American	in	Congress,	and	he	became	the	first	
African	American	to	chair	a	congressional	committee	(Committee	on	Expenditures	
in	Executive	Departments).	Although	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement	of	the	
1940s	and	vocally	opposed	to	poll	taxes,	African	American	leaders	criticized	him	for	
his	philosophy	of	working	within	the	establishment	and	for	not	strongly	advocating	
for	civil	rights	reform	in	Congress.	He	mentored	young	black	politicians	like	
Archibald	Carey,	Jr.	and	sought	better	appointments	for	blacks	in	federal	offices.170		

	
§ 1945-Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	New	York,	making	him	the	first	African	American	from	New	
York	elected	to	Congress.	He	remained	in	office	until	1967.171		
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§ 1946-Maceo	W.	Hubbard	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	invited	by	the	Truman	
administration	to	join	the	Justice	Department	where	he	becomes	the	first	African	
American	attorney	in	the	Civil	Rights	Division.172	He	worked	as	counsel	to	the	Fair	
Employment	Practice	Committee	in	Philadelphia	in	the	1940s,	supported	the	
establishment	of	the	United	Negro	College	Fund,	and	helped	with	the	development	
of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964.173		

	
§ 1945-President	Harry	Truman	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	appoints	an	

African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	one	time	between	1945	and	1953.	
Each	president	after	Truman	appointed	at	least	one	African	American	
ambassador.174		

	
§ 1949-Edward	R.	Dudley	(Liberia)	becomes	the	first	black	American	to	lead	a	

U.S.	mission	abroad	under	the	title	of	ambassador.	He	earned	a	L.L.B.	degree	from	
St.	John’s	University	in	1941,	worked	for	the	NAACP,	and	became	legal	counsel	to	
the	Governor	of	the	U.S.	Virgin	Islands	Charles	Harwood	and,	later,	William	
Hastie.	He	began	working	in	Liberia	as	an	envoy	and	minister	in	1948	until,	the	
next	year,	President	Harry	Truman	promoted	him	to	the	rank	of	ambassador.175	

	
§ 1946-William	H.	Hastie	(Virgin	Islands)	is	appointed	governor	of	the	United	

States	Virgin	Islands	by	President	Franklin	Roosevelt	and	remained	in	office	
until	1949,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	hold	the	post	of	governor	of	a	
U.S.	territory.176		

	
§ 1941-Jesse	D.	Locker	(Cincinnati,	OH)	is	elected	to	the	Cincinnati	City	Council	

and	remained	in	that	role	for	twelve	years,	making	him	the	first	African	American	
member	of	the	city	council.	He	became	president	of	the	council	in	1951.177	

	
§ 942-Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.	(New	York,	NY)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	City	

Council,	its	first	African	American	member.	Newbold	Morris	was	president	of	the	
city	council,	which	had	twenty-six	members.	Powell	was	a	pastor	of	the	
Abyssinian	Baptist	Church	and	civil	rights	activist.178	

	
§ 1944-Robert	C.	Weaver	(Chicago,	IL)	serves	as	the	director	of	the	Commission	

on	Race	Relations	in	the	Office	of	the	Mayor	of	Chicago	under	Edward	Joseph	
Kelly.179	

	
§ 1947-Archibald	Carey,	Jr.	(Chicago,	IL)	is	elected	an	alderman	on	the	Chicago	

City	Council	and	serves	until	1955.	He	earned	degrees	in	law	and	theology	from	
Chicago-Kent	College	of	Law	and	Northwestern	University’s	Garrett	Biblical	
Institute.	He	was	a	pastor	at	the	Woodland	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	
(1930-1941)	and	the	Quinn	Chapel	AME	church	(1941-1967).180		
	

	
1950-1959	

1953-Dwight	Eisenhower	(Texas)	is	elected	the	34th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	1961.	While	he	did	not	support	civil	rights	
activism,	he	desegregated	government	and	military	institutions	in	Washington,	
D.C.	and	deployed	the	National	Guard	to	enforce	desegregation	mandated	by	Brown	
v.	Board	of	Education	(1954).	The	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1957,	backed	by	
Eisenhower,	established	a	permanent	civil	rights	office	in	the	Justice	Department	
(first	headed	by	Philadelphia	attorney	W.	Wilson	White)	and	a	Civil	Rights	
Commission,	the	first	significant	civil	rights	acts	since	1875.181	The	first	Civil	Rights	
Commission	included:	John	A.	Hannah,	President	of	Michigan	State	University;	
Robert	Storey,	Dean	of	the	Southern	Methodist	University	Law	School;	Father	
Theodore	Hesburgh,	President	of	the	University	of	Notre	Dame;	John	Stewart	
Battle,	former	governor	of	Virginia;	Jesse	Ernest	Wilkins,	Sr.,	a	Department	of	
Labor	attorney;	and	Doyle	E.	Carlton,	former	governor	of	Florida.	
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§ 1954–In	Brown	v.	Board	of	Education	of	Topeka	(Kansas)	the	NAACP	brings	a	

class	action	lawsuit	on	behalf	of	thirteen	plaintiffs	who	opposed	the	local	school	
district	busing	their	children	far	from	their	homes	in	order	to	maintain	
segregated	schools.	NAACP	chief	counsel,	and	future	U.S.	Supreme	Court	justice,	
Thurgood	Marshall	argued	the	case	before	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	and	the	court	
declared	“separate	but	equal”	unconstitutional	for	public	schools	and	educational	
facilities.	

	

§ 1950-Edith	S.	Sampson	(Chicago,	IL)	is	appointed	by	President	Harry	S.	
Truman	as	an	alternative	U.S.	delegate	to	the	United	Nations,	making	her	the	
first	African	American	to	officially	represent	the	U.S.	at	the	U.N.182	

	

§ 1952-Archibald	Carey,	Jr.	(Chicago,	IL)	is	a	speaker	at	the	Republican	
National	Convention	where	General	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower	is	nominated	for	
president.	Much	of	the	language	and	themes	of	his	speech,	titled	“Let	Freedom	
Ring,”	echoed	eleven	years	later	in	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.’s	“I	Have	a	Dream”	
speech—including	the	closing	line,	“from	every	mountainside,	let	freedom	ring.”	
Carey	assisted	with	the	Montgomery	bus	boycott	and	maintained	
correspondence	with	King.183	

	

	
	
	

§ 1954-Jesse	Ernest	Wilkins,	Sr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	assistant	
secretary	for	International	Labor	Affairs	by	President	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	appointed	to	a	sub-cabinet	position	in	the	
U.S.	government.184	He	was	a	1914	graduate	of	the	University	of	Chicago	Law	
School,	the	father	of	John	Robinson	Wilkins,	and	the	grandfather	of	David	
Wilkins	(HM).	

	
§ 1955-Charles	C.	Diggs,	Jr.	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	Michigan’s	thirteenth	district	and	remained	in	office	until	
1980,	making	him	the	first	African	American	from	Michigan	elected	to	Congress.	
He	was	mentored	by	Representatives	Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.	(New	York)	
and	William	L.	Dawson	(Illinois).	He	was	a	founder	and	first	chairman	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus.185		

	
§ 1955-Charles	C.	Diggs,	Jr.	(Mississippi)	attracts	media	attention	for	being	the	

only	Congressman	to	attend	the	Mississippi	trial	of	the	men	accused	of	
murdering	Emmitt	Till.186	

	
§ 1955-Archibald	Carey,	Jr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	chairman	of	the	

President’s	Committee	on	Government	Employment	Policy	by	President	Dwight	
D.	Eisenhower,	making	him	the	first	African	American	in	this	role.	He	also	
served	as	an	alternative	delegate	to	the	United	Nations	(1953-1956)	during	the	
Eisenhower	administration.187		

	
	

§ 1958-Jesse	Ernest	Wilkins,	Sr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	on	the	U.S.	Civil	Rights	Commission,	a	bipartisan	commission	that	
investigates	and	makes	recommendations	to	the	U.S.	government	about	civil	rights	
issues,	where	he	leads	investigations	into	illegal	voter	suppression	in	Alabama.188	
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§ 1958-Robert	N.C.	Nix,	Sr.	(Pennsylvania)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Pennsylvania	and	remained	in	office	until	1979,	making	him	
the	first	African	American	to	represent	Pennsylvania	in	Congress.	He	was	a	founder	
of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus.189	

	
	

§ 1959-Charles	W.	Anderson,	Jr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	selected	as	an	alternate	
delegate	to	the	United	Nations	by	President	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower.190	

	
§ 1953-President	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	

appoints	an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	three	times	between	1953	
and	1961.191	

	
	

§ 1953-Jesse	D.	Locker	(Liberia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Liberia	by	President	
Dwight	D.	Eisenhower,	and	he	remained	in	this	post	until	his	death	by	stroke	in	
1955.	He	earned	a	law	degree	from	Howard	University	in	1915	and	established	a	
law	practice	in	Cincinnati,	Ohio.	As	ambassador,	he	helped	negotiate	the	
construction	of	the	first	international	airport	in	Liberia.192	

	
§ 1955-Richard	Lee	Jones	(Liberia)	is	named	ambassador	to	Liberia	by	President	

Dwight	D.	Eisenhower,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1959.	He	served	in	both	
WWI	and	WWII,	helped	establish	one	of	the	first	African	American	banks	in	
Kentucky,	and	worked	for	several	newspapers.	He	was	appointed	ambassador	after	
working	as	the	director	of	the	U.S.	Operations	Mission	in	Liberia.	As	ambassador,	he	
focused	on	Cold	War	efforts	to	stop	the	spread	of	communism	and	limit	the	
influence	of	the	Soviet	Union	and	China.193	

	
	

§ 1958-Clifton	Reginald	Wharton,	Sr.	(Romania)	is	appointed	minister	to	Romania	
by	President	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1960.	His	
early	career	in	the	State	Department	was	limited	to	small	posts	often	assigned	to	
African	Americans	in	the	“Negro	Circuit,”	small	tropical	countries	like	Liberia,	the	
Canary	Islands,	and	Madagascar.	In	the	mid-1950s,	he	began	receiving	better	posts	
in	Portugal	and	France	because	of	international	attention	to	U.S.	race	relations.	His	
appointment	to	ambassador	of	Romania	made	him	the	highest-ranking	black	
diplomat	in	the	U.S.	foreign	service.194	
	

§ 1959-John	Howard	Morrow	(Guinea)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	the	newly	
independent	country	of	Guinea	by	President	Dwight	Eisenhower,	and	he	
remained	in	the	post	until	1961.	At	the	time,	some	criticized	the	appointment	
because	it	was	his	first	government	job	and	Africa	was	a	key	region	in	the	Cold	War	
battle	against	communism.195	

	
§ 1951-Charles	C.	Diggs,	Jr.	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	Michigan	state	senate	in	

1951	and	remained	in	office	until	1954.	A	veteran	and	funeral	director,	he	paused	
his	studies	at	Detroit	School	of	Law	to	run	for	the	seat	after	the	Michigan	state	
senate	refused	to	seat	his	father,	Charles	Digg,	Sr.,	who	won	the	election	but	served	
time	in	prison	due	to	a	legislative	bribery	scandal.	Charles	Diggs,	Sr.	was	the	first	
African	American	elected	to	the	Michigan	senate	in	1936	and	remained	in	office	
until	he	was	defeated	in	the	Democratic	primary	in	1944.196 

	
§ 	952-Cora	Mae	Brown	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	Michigan	State	Senate,	after	

two	unsuccessful	runs	for	office	in	1950	and	1951,	making	her	the	first	African	
American	woman	in	the	country	to	serve	in	a	state	senate.	She	served	two	terms	
and	supported	fair	housing,	equal	employment,	and	civil	rights	legislation.	She	was	
a	graduate	of	Fisk	University	and	Wayne	State	University	Law	School.197	 

	

												Cora	Mae	Brown		

Charles	W.	Anderson,	Jr.	

Richard	Lee	Jones	

Clifton	Reginald	Wharton,	Sr.	

John	Howard	Morrow	



 30	

§ 1955-Dr.	Robert	C.	Weaver	(New	York,	NY)	is	appointed	New	York	State	Rent	
Commissioner	under	Governor	W.	Averell	Harriman,	making	him	the	first	black	
state	cabinet	member	in	New	York.198	 

	
§ 1958-Ivan	Warner	(New	York,	NY)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	State	Assembly	and	

remained	in	office	until	1960.	He	was	a	graduate	of	Brooklyn	Law	School	who	was	
admitted	to	the	New	York	Bar	in	1955.199 

	
§ 1958-Verda	Freeman	Welcome	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	Maryland	House	of	

Delegates	to	represent	the	fourth	district	of	Baltimore,	becoming	the	first	black	
woman	in	that	position,	and	remained	in	office	until	1963.200	 

	
§ 1950s-“The	Silent	Six”	(Chicago,	IL)	describes	a	group	of	African	American	

aldermen	on	the	Chicago	city	council	who	were	loyal	to	the	Richard	J.	Daley	(1955-
1976)	machine.	They	included:	William	Campbell,	Robert	Miller	(6th	Ward),	
William	Harvey	(1943-1968),	Benjamin	Lewis	(24th	Ward),	Ralph	Metcalf	(1955-
1970),	Claude	Holman	(1955-1973),	Wilson	Frost	(21st	and	34th	Wards),	and	
William	“Butch”	Barnett	(1972-1983).201	

	
	

§ 1950-Lawson	E.	Thomas	(Miami,	FL)	is	appointed	judge	of	Miami’s	Negro	Police	
Court,	becoming	the	“first	black	person	to	hold	public	office	in	the	South	since	
Reconstruction.”202	He	was	a	1935	graduate	of	the	University	of	Michigan	Law	
School.	

	

	

	

§ 1952-Julian	Steele	(West	Newbury,	MA)	is	elected	town	meeting	moderator	for	
West	Newbury,	making	him	the	first	African	American	town	moderator	in	
Massachusetts	and	remained	the	only	one	for	a	decade,	and,	two	years	later,	he	is	
appointed	to	the	Massachusetts	Parole	Board.	His	brother,	Joseph	Alexander	Ellis	
Steele,	was	a	well-known	jazz	musician.203		

	
	

	

	

	
§ 1954-George	W.	Collins	(Chicago,	IL)	is	appointed	precinct	captain	for	Chicago’s	

24th	Ward	on	the	West	Side.	He	continued	serving	in	a	number	of	positions	
controlled	by	the	local	Democratic	Party	and	Mayor	Richard	J.	Daley,	including	
deputy	sheriff	of	Cook	County	(1958-1961),	secretary	to	alderman	Benjamin	Lewis,	
and	administrative	assistant	to	the	Chicago	Board	of	Health.204	
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§ 1958-Floyd	J.	McCree	(Flint,	MI)	is	elected	to	the	Flint	City	Commission	and	

remained	in	office	until	1970.205	

	

	

	

	

	

	
§ 1956-Velvalea	“Vel”	Phillips	(Milwaukee,	WI)	is	elected	to	the	Milwaukee	

Common	Council	and	remained	in	office	until	1971.	She	was	the	first	woman	and	
African	American	member	of	the	city	council,	where	she	was	given	the	title	“Madam	
Alderman.”	She	advocated	for	civil	rights,	participated	in	protests	led	by	Father	
James	Groppi,	and	authored	the	Fair	Housing	Law	(1968)	that	made	it	illegal	to	not	
rent	to	black	people.206		

	
	

§ 1957-Cora	Mae	Brown	(Detroit,	MI)	is	appointed	special	associate	general	counsel	
of	the	U.S.	Post	Office	during	the	Eisenhower	administration.	She	was	a	graduate	of	
Wayne	State	University	Law	School.207		

	

	
§ 1959-William	“Bill”	L.	Clay,	Sr.	(HM)	(St.	Louis,	MO)	is	elected	alderman	in	St.	

Louis	and	serves	from	1959	to	1964.	A	veteran,	he	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	
movement,	including	serving	nearly	four	months	in	jail	for	participating	in	a	protest	
against	discriminatory	hiring	practices	at	a	local	bank	while	he	was	alderman.	He	
then	served	as	a	St.	Louis	committeeman	from	1964	to	1967	while	working	with	
local	unions.208		
	
	
	
1960	-	1969	
	
	

§ 1961-John	F.	Kennedy	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	the	35th	president	of	the	United	
States	and	remained	in	office	until	his	assassination	in	1963.	Kennedy	supported	
racial	integration	and	civil	rights	and	in	his	1963	televised	speech,	Report	to	the	
American	People	on	Civil	Rights,	he	outlined	his	initiatives	for	civil	rights	
legislation,	including	equal	access	to	education,	public	facilities,	and	voting	rights.	
This	formed	the	basis	for	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964.	Kennedy	worked	closely	
with	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	and	other	civil	rights	movement	leaders.	He	appointed	
many	African	Americans	to	public	office,	including	Thurgood	Marshall	to	the	U.S.	
Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Second	Circuit.	
	

§ 1963-Lyndon	Johnson	(Texas)	is	elected	the	36th	president	of	the	United	States	
and	remained	in	office	until	1969.	Johnson’s	“Great	Society”	domestic	platform	
emphasized	civil	rights	legislation.	The	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964	outlawed	
discrimination	based	on	race,	color,	religion,	sex,	or	national	origin,	prohibiting	
racial	segregation	in	schools,	employment,	and	public	accommodations.	The	Voting	
Rights	Act	of	1965	prohibited	racial	discrimination	in	voting.	In	1967,	Johnson	
nominated	Thurgood	Marshall	the	first	African	American	justice	on	the	U.S.	
Supreme	Court.	The	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1968	mandated	equal	housing	
opportunities.	

	
§ 1969-Richard	Nixon	(California)	is	elected	the	37th	president	of	the	United	States	

and	remained	in	office	until	1974.	His	integration	efforts,	begun	by	previous	
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administrations,	sought	middle	ground	between	southern	segregationists	and	
liberal	Democrats.	He	implemented	the	Philadelphia	Plan	(1970),	an	affirmative	
action	plan	that	required	government	contractors	hire	minority	workers.	Nixon	
promoted	“black	capitalism”—expanding	economic	opportunities	for	African	
Americans	through	endowments	to	black	colleges,	ending	workplace	discrimination,	
creating	job	assistance	programs,	and	promoting	black	entrepreneurship.209		

	
§ 1961-Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	chairman	of	the	

Education	and	Labor	Committee,	the	most	powerful	position	held	by	an	African	
American	in	Congress	at	the	time,	and	he	supports	the	passage	of	civil	rights	
legislation	during	the	Kennedy	and	Johnson	administrations.210	

	
§ 1963-Augustus	“Gus”	F.	Hawkins	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	until	1991.	He	was	a	strong	
supporter	of	President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson’s	Great	Society.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	was	known	as	the	“Silent	Warrior”	for	his	
reserved	approach	to	advocating	for	issues	like	unemployment,	education,	and	
civil	rights.211	

	
§ 1963-Patricia	Roberts	Harris	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	co-chair	of	the	

National	Women’s	Committee	for	Civil	Rights	by	President	John	F.	Kennedy.	
While	an	undergraduate	student	at	Howard	University,	she	worked	as	the	
assistant	director	of	the	American	Council	on	Human	Rights	and	participated	in	
civil	rights	protests	in	the	1940s	and	1950s.	She	graduated	from	the	George	
Washington	University	Law	Center	with	a	J.D.	degree	in	1960.212		

	
	
	
	

§ 1964-Carl	T.	Rowan	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	the	United	
States	Information	Agency	by	President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	making	him	the	first	
African	American	to	hold	a	seat	on	the	National	Security	Council	and	the	highest	
level	African	American	in	the	government	at	the	time.213	
	

§ 1964-Patricia	Roberts	Harris	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	as	a	delegate	from	
Washington,	D.C.	to	the	1964	Democratic	National	Convention	where	she	
seconds	the	nomination	of	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	who’s	presidential	campaign	she	
had	worked	on.214		

	
	

§ 1964-Aileen	Hernandez	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	by	President	
Lyndon	Johnson	as	the	only	woman	on	the	newly	established	Equal	Employment	
Opportunity	Commission.	She	went	on	to	help	found	the	National	Organization	
for	Women	and	the	National	Black	Women’s	Political	Leadership	Caucus.215	
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§ 1965-John	Conyers,	Jr.	(HM)	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Michigan	and	remained	in	office	until	2017,	making	him	the	
longest-serving	African	American	member	of	Congress	(as	of	2020).	He	ran	under	
the	slogan	“Jobs,	Justice,	and	Peach,”	which	tapped	into	his	connections	to	labor	
unions,	the	black	legal	community,	and	opposition	to	the	Vietnam	War.	He	was	a	
founder	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus.	Rosa	Parks	worked	as	a	secretary	
and	receptionist	in	his	congressional	office	from	1965	to	1988.216	

	
	

§ 1965-John	Conyers,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	member	of	the	House	Judiciary	Committee,	where	he	served	as	chair	
(2007-2011)	and	ranking	member	(2011-2017).217		

	
§ 1965-The	Voting	Rights	Act	of	1965	(Washington,	D.C.)	increases	the	number	of	

black	elected	officials	when	it	prohibits	the	denial	or	abridgment	of	voting	rights	
(including	literacy	tests,	poll	taxes,	and	intimidation)	and	thus	enables	African	
American	voters	to	cast	ballots	for	black	representatives.218		

	
	

§ 1966-Dr.	Robert	C.	Weaver	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	first	U.S.	
Secretary	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	(HUD)	by	President	Lyndon	B.	
Johnson,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1968.	While	HUD	was	created	as	a	cabinet	
department	with	the	approval	of	Congress	in	1965,	Weaver	began	this	work	as	the	
administrator	of	the	U.S.	Housing	and	Home	Financing	Agency	under	President	
John	F.	Kennedy.219		

	
§ 1966-Edward	William	Brooke	III	(HM)	(Massachusetts)	becomes	the	first	

African	American	popularly	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate	where	he	represents	
Massachusetts	and	is	re-elected	in	1972.	He	was	a	centrist	Republican	who	
supported	civil	rights,	reducing	nuclear	weapons,	legalizing	abortion,	and	fair	
housing	programs.220	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1967-Richard	G.	Hatcher	(HM)	(Indiana?)	serves	as	the	campaign	chairman	
for	Reverend	Jesse	Jackson’s	bid	for	president	and,	in	1988,	he	serves	as	
advisor	in	Jackson’s	campaign.221	

	

	

	

	
§ 1967-A.J.	Cooper,	Jr.	(HM)	(New	York)	joins	Senator	Robert	F.	Kennedy’s	

U.S.	Senate	staff	as	an	aide	and,	one	year	later,	joins	his	presidential	campaign,	
manages	the	Watts	campaign	headquarters,	and	is	with	Kennedy	when	he	is	
assassinated.222		
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§ 1968-Barbara	M.	Watson	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	Assistant	
Secretary	of	State	for	Security	and	Consular	Affairs	under	the	nomination	of	
President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	1974.	This	
made	her	the	first	African	American	and	the	first	woman	assistant	secretary	of	
state.	She	graduated	from	New	York	Law	School	in	1962	and	joined	the	State	
Department	in	1966.	Her	father,	James	S.	Watson,	was	the	first	black	judge	in	
New	York	and	her	mother,	Violet	Lopez	Watson,	co-founded	the	National	
Council	of	Negro	Women.	General	Colin	L.	Powell,	former	U.S.	Secretary	of	
State,	is	her	cousin.223	

	
	

§ 1968-Shirley	Chisholm	(New	York)	becomes	the	first	black	woman	elected	to	
Congress	when	she	represents	New	York’s	twelfth	district	in	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	1969	to	1983.	She	supported	and	contributed	to	
programs	like	Head	Start,	school	lunches,	and	food	stamps.224	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1969-Louis	Stokes	(Ohio),	a	veteran	who	practiced	law	with	his	brother	Carl	

Stokes,	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	to	represent	the	east	side	
of	Cleveland,	making	him	the	first	African	American	congressman	elected	in	the	
state	of	Ohio.	He	served	fifteen	terms	in	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	
1969	to	1999,	where	he	increased	opportunities	for	African	Americans.225		

	

	

	

	
§ 1969-William	“Bill”	L.	Clay,	Sr.	(HM)	(Missouri)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	Missouri’s	first	district,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
2001,	making	him	the	first	African	American	representative	from	Missouri.	As	a	
representative,	he	was	a	founder	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	
supported	legislation	related	to	the	environment,	labor	rights,	and	social	justice.	
In	1993,	he	helped	pass	the	Family	and	Medical	Leave	Act.	His	son,	Lacy	Clay,	
succeeded	him	in	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	and	remained	in	office	as	of	
2020.226	

	
	
	

§ 1969-Elizabeth	Duncan	Koontz	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	first	
African	American	director	of	the	United	States	Department	of	Labor	Women’s	
Bureau	by	President	Richard	Nixon.	In	that	role,	she	addressed	discrimination	
against	women	and	minorities	in	the	workforce,	identified	discriminatory	state	
laws,	and	supported	the	Equal	Rights	Amendment.	Along	with	teaching	in	
North	Carolina,	she	became	the	first	black	president	of	the	National	Education	
Association	in	1968.227	

																Louis	Stokes		

Barbara	M.	Watson	

Shirley	Chisholm	

William	“Bill”	L.	Clay,	Sr.	

Elizabeth	Duncan	Koontz	



 35	

§ 1969-George	Williford	Boyce	Haley	(HM)	(Silver	Springs,	MD)	is	appointed	
chief	counsel	to	the	Urban	Mass	Transportation	Administration	by	President	
Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	this	role	until	1973.	He	subsequently	
served	as	the	Equal	Employment	Opportunity	Office	at	the	United	States	
Information	Agency	(USIA)	from	1973	to	1976.	A	Republican,	he	left	public	
office	during	the	Carter	administration.	He	served	as	a	delegate	and	chair	to	
national	and	international	conventions	and	commissions	during	subsequent	
presidential	administrations.228	

	
	
	
	

§ 1969-The	Congressional	Black	Caucus	(Washington,	D.C.),	originally	named	
the	Democratic	Select	Committee,	is	founded	by	thirteen	members	of	the	92nd	U.S.	
Congress	concerned	with	providing	greater	visibility	and	political	leverage	for	the	
African	American	community.229	Founding	members	included:		

	

Shirley	A.	Chisholm	(D-NY)		

William	L.	Clay	(HM)	(D-MO)	

George	W.	Collins	(D-IL)	

John	Conyers,	Jr.	(HM)	(D-MI)	

Ronald	V.	Dellums	(HM)	(D-CA)	

Charles	C.	Diggs,	Jr.	(D-MI)	

Augustus	F.	Hawkins	(HM)	(D-CA)	

Ralph	H.	Metcalfe	(D-IL)	

Parren	J.	Mitchell	(HM)	(D-MD)	

Robert	N.C.	Nix,	Sr.	(D-PA)	

Charles	B.	Rangel	(HM)	(D-NY)	

Louis	Stokes	(HM)	(D-OH)	

Walter	E.	Fauntroy	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.	delegate)	

§ 1961-President	John	F.	Kennedy	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	appoints	an	
African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	three	times	between	1961	and	1963.230		

	
§ 1961-Will	Mercer	Cook	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	

President	John	F.	Kenney,	and	he	remained	in	this	position	until	1964.	He	was	a	
professor	of	romance	languages	(French),	conducted	research	in	the	French	
West	Indies,	and	translated	the	work	of	African	authors.	He	shifted	his	focus	to	
international	relations,	which	contributed	to	his	appointment	as	ambassador	to	
Niger.231	

	
	

§ 1961-Clifton	Reginald	Wharton,	Sr.	(Norway)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Norway	by	President	John	F.	Kennedy	and,	later,	President	Lyndon	B.	
Johnson,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1964.	This	was	the	first	time	an	African	
American	held	such	a	high-ranking	diplomatic	position	in	Europe.232	

	
§ 1961-John	Howard	Morrow	(France)	is	appointed	the	first	ever	ambassador	to	

the	United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific,	and	Cultural	Organization	(UNESCO)	
by	President	John	F.	Kennedy,	and	he	remained	in	this	position	until	1963.233		
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§ 1963-President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	appoints	an	
African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	nine	times	between	1963	and	1969.234		

	
§ 1963-Carl	T.	Rowan	(Finland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Finland	by	President	

John	F.	Kennedy.	A	WWII	veteran,	he	earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	journalism	from	the	
University	of	Minnesota	in	1948	and	then	worked	as	a	journalist,	reporting	on	
desegregation	in	the	south	before	becoming	a	foreign	correspondent.	Vice	
President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	noticed	his	reporting,	which	led	to	his	appointment	
as	ambassador.235	

	
	

§ 1964-Will	Mercer	Cook	(Senegal	and	Gambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	both	
Senegal	and	Gambia	by	President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	and	he	remained	in	these	
positions	until	1966.	His	father,	William	Marion	Cook,	was	a	prominent	composer,	
violinist,	and	choral	director	who	was	known	for	a	series	of	popular	songs	and	
Broadway	musicals	featuring	African	American	artists.	His	mother,	Abriea	
“Abbie”	Mitchell	Cook,	was	a	soprano	opera	singer	known	for	her	performance	
at	Buckingham	Palace	and	for	her	1935	performance	in	Porgy	and	Bess.236		

	
§ 1964-Clinton	E.	Knox	(Benin)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	the	West	African	

Republic	of	Dahomey	(now	Benin)	by	President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	and	he	
remained	in	this	role	until	1969.	He	served	in	WWII	as	a	research	analyst	with	
the	Office	of	Strategic	Services	(the	forerunner	of	the	CIA),	was	a	professor	of	
history	and	international	relations,	and	worked	for	the	State	Department.	In	
1957,	he	became	the	first	African	American	secretary	to	the	United	States	
Mission	to	NATO.237		

	
§ 	

	
§ 1965-Patricia	Roberts	Harris	(Luxembourg)	is	named	ambassador	to	

Luxembourg	by	President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	and	remained	in	that	role	until	
1967,	making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	ambassador.238		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1965-Hugh	H.	Smythe	(Syria)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Syria	by	President	
Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1967.	He	was	the	first	
African	American	ambassador	to	a	nation	in	the	Middle	East.	A	sociologist	and	
researcher	with	the	NAACP,	he	assisted	James	H.	Robinson	in	launching	
Operation	Crossroads	in	Africa	in	1958,	a	forerunner	to	the	Peace	Corps.	
Hoping	to	secure	a	diplomatic	assignment,	he	traveled	and	worked	abroad,	
serving	as	a	consultant	to	agencies	affiliated	with	the	United	Nations.239	
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§ 1965-Franklin	Williams	(Ghana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ghana	by	
President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson.	He	served	in	the	Army	then	graduated	from	
Fordham	University	Law	School	in	1945	and	worked	for	the	NAACP.	In	1961,	he	
assisted	Robert	Sargent	Shriver,	Jr.	in	organizing	the	Peace	Corps	under	the	
Kennedy	administration.	Before	becoming	ambassador,	President	Johnson	
appointed	him	the	U.S.	representative	to	the	Economic	and	Social	Council	of	the	
United	Nations,	making	him	the	first	African	American	in	this	role.240	

	
	

§ 1966-Elliott	Skinner	(Burkina	Faso)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	the	Republic	
of	Upper	Volta	(renamed	Burkina	Faso	in	1984)	by	President	Lyndon	B.	
Johnson.	After	immigrating	from	Trinidad	in	1924	and	serving	in	the	U.S.	Army	
during	WWII,	he	became	a	leading	anthropologist	who	lived	in	Burkina	Faso	and	
learned	the	More	language.241	

	

	

	

	
§ 1966-Arthur	W.	Lewis	(Washington,	D.C.)	joins	the	United	States	Information	

Agency	(USIA)	and	works	to	promote	American	culture	abroad	to	combat	the	
Cold	War.	He	expanded	the	USIA	program	that	recruited	African	Americans,	
Latinos,	and	Native	Americans	from	universities	into	the	foreign	service.	This	
program	provided	students	with	training	in	history,	language,	and	international	
affairs	so	they	could	pass	the	Foreign	Services	entrance	exam.242		

	
§ 1967-Hugh	H.	Smythe	(Malta)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Malta	by	President	

Lyndon	B.	Johnson	and,	later,	President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	
office	until	1969.243	

	
	
	

§ 1968-Samuel	Clifford	Adams,	Jr.	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	
President	Lyndon	B.	Johnson,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1969.	He	served	in	
WWII	and	graduated	with	a	PhD	degree	from	the	University	of	Chicago	in	1953	
before	working	for	a	number	of	diplomatic	government	agencies,	including	the	
Economic	Cooperation	Administration	and	the	Office	of	Education	of	the	
International	Cooperation	Administration.244	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1969-Clinton	E.	Knox	(Haiti)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Haiti	by	President	

Lyndon	B.	Johnson	and,	later,	President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	this	
role	until	1973.	While	ambassador,	in	1973,	he	was	kidnapped	and	held	at	gunpoint	
for	seventeen	hours	before	being	released	in	exchange	for	money	and	the	release	of	
twelve	political	prisoners;	he	retired	soon	thereafter.245		
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§ 1969-Samuel	Z.	Westerfield	(Liberia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Liberia	by	

President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	his	death	by	heart	
attack	on	July	19,	1972	at	the	embassy	in	Monrovia.	He	earned	a	doctorate	
from	Harvard	University	in	1950,	worked	as	a	professor	and	administrator,	
and	was	associate	director	of	the	treasury	during	the	Kennedy	
administration.	He	was	“one	of	the	first	black	economists	to	join	the	
diplomatic	service	and	was	nationally	known	as	an	authority	on	the	economic	
plight	of	Africa	and	played	a	key	role	in	developing	its	economic	policy.”246	

	

	

	

§ 1969-Terence	A.	Todman	(Chad)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Chad	by	
President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	this	role	until	1972.	He	passed	
the	Foreign	Services	Exam	in	1951	and	fought	against	State	Department	
restrictions	placed	upon	African	Americans,	becoming	fluent	in	four	languages	
and	serving	in	the	United	Nations	Interim	Program	from	1952	to	1957.	In	
1990,	he	was	awarded	the	rank	of	Career	Ambassador	in	recognition	of	his	
work	as	ambassador	to	Chad	(1969-1972,	President	Richard	Nixon),	Guinea	
(1972-1975,	President	Richard	Nixon),	Costa	Rica	(1975-1977,	President	
Gerald	Ford),	Spain	(1978-1983,	President	Ronald	Reagan),	Denmark	
(1983-1989,	President	Ronald	Reagan),	and	Argentina	(1989-1993,	
President	George	H.	W.	Bush).247	
	

§ 1969-President	Richard	Nixon	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	appoints	an	
African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	twelve	times	between	1969	and	
1974.248	

	
	

§ 1960s-The	Black	Legislative	Clearinghouse	(Chicago,	IL),	a	precursor	to	the	
National	Black	Caucus	of	State	Legislators,	meets	annually	in	Chicago,	Illinois	as	
an	informal	support	group	for	black	state	legislators.	Illinois	State	Senator	Richard	
“Dick”	Newhouse,	Jr.	founded	and	ran	the	BLC.249		

	
§ 1960s-The	Council	of	Elected	Negro	Democrats	(New	York)	works	to	

increase	black	representation	in	New	York	State	politics,	especially	in	increasing	
black	involvement	in	various	committees	of	the	state	assembly.	Black	New	York	
politicians	active	in	the	organization	included	Shirley	Chisholm,	Percy	Sutton,	
Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.,	J.	Raymond	Jones,	and	Ivan	Warner.250		

	
§ 1960-Edward	William	Brooke	III	(Massachusetts)	wins	the	Republican	

nomination	for	Massachusetts	secretary	of	state,	making	him	the	first	African	
American	nominated	for	statewide	office	in	Massachusetts.	He	lost	the	race	to	
Democrat	Kevin	H.	White.	He	served	in	the	U.S.	Army	during	World	War	II	then	
graduated	from	Boston	University	Law	School	in	1948.251	

	
§ 1961-Ivan	Warner	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	State	Senate	and	

remained	in	office	until	1965	before	serving	another	term	from	1967	to	
1968.252	

	
§ 1962-Edward	William	Brooke	III	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	as	the	attorney	

general	of	Massachusetts	and	remained	in	office	until	1967,	making	him	the	
first	African	American	elected	attorney	general	of	any	state.253	

	
§ 962-Leroy	R.	Johnson	(Georgia)	becomes	a	member	of	the	Georgia	State	

Senate	to	represent	the	thirty-eighth	district,	making	him	the	first	black	state	
senator	in	Georgia	since	reconstruction	(1870).254		
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§ 1962-Carl	Stokes	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	Ohio	House	of	Representatives	and	
remained	in	office	until	1968.	He	graduated	from	Cleveland-Marshall	College	
of	Law	in	1956	and	was	admitted	to	the	Ohio	bar	in	1957.	His	brother,	Louis	
Stokes,	was	a	lawyer	and	civil	rights	advocate	who	served	in	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives.255		

	
§ 1962-Verda	Freeman	Welcome	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	Maryland	State	

Senate	and	remained	in	office	until	1982,	making	her	the	first	black	woman	in	
the	country	elected	to	a	state	senate	seat.256		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1963-Parren	J.	Mitchell	(HM)	(Baltimore,	MD)	is	appointed	the	executive	
secretary	of	the	Maryland	Commission	on	Interracial	Problems	and	Relations	in	
1963,	overseeing	the	implementation	of	the	state’s	new	public	accommodation	
laws.257	

	

	

	

	

§ 1963-Mervyn	M.	Dymally	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	State	
Assembly	and	serves	from	1963	to	1967	and	again	from	2002	to	2008.	He	also	
became	the	first	African	American	to	serve	in	the	California	Senate	when	he	
was	elected	from	1967	to	1975.	In	1960,	he	worked	for	the	Democratic	
National	Convention	in	Los	Angeles	and	as	a	field	coordinator	for	Senator	
John	Kennedy’s	presidential	campaign.258		

	

	

§ 1963-Thomas	“Tom”	Bradley	(California)	unsuccessfully	runs	for	governor	
of	California	in	1982	and	1986,	making	him	the	first	black	candidate	for	governor	in	
that	state.259	
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§ 1964-Constance	Baker	Motley	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	
State	Senate	to	fill	the	vacancy	left	after	James	Lopez	Watson	is	elected	to	the	
New	York	City	Civil	Court.	This	made	her	the	first	black	woman	to	sit	in	the	
New	York	State	Senate.	She	was	re-elected	later	that	year	for	a	full	term	but	left	
in	February	1965	to	serve	as	Manhattan	Borough	President.260	

	
	

§ 1964-George	Williford	Boyce	Haley	(HM)	(Kansas)	is	elected	to	the	Kansas	
State	Senate,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1968.	He	earned	his	law	degree	
from	the	University	of	Arkansas	School	of	Law	in	1952	(only	the	second	African	
American	to	do	so),	worked	the	law	firm	of	Stevens	Jackson	in	Kansas	City,	
became	a	deputy	city	attorney	from	1954	to	1964.	His	older	brother,	Alex	
Haley,	is	the	author	of	the	1976	novel	Roots:	The	Saga	of	an	American	Family.261		

	
§ 1964-Willie	L.	Brown,	Jr.	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	State	

Assembly	and	remained	in	office	(representing	the	eighteenth,	seventeenth,	and	
then	thirteenth	districts)	until	1995.	He	graduated	from	Hastings	College	of	
Law	in	1958	and	established	the	firm	of	Brown,	Dearman,	and	Smith.	He	was	
one	of	four	African	Americans	in	the	state	legislature	at	the	time,	including	
Mervyn	M.	Dymally	(HM),	F.	Douglas	Ferrell,	and	Byron	Rumford.262	

	
	

	
§ 1965-Marjorie	Pitter	King	(Washington)	is	elected	to	the	Washington	State	

Legislature,	making	her	the	first	African	American	and	the	first	African	
American	woman	to	serve	in	that	body.	She	attended	the	University	of	
Washington	but	finished	her	B.A.	degree	at	Howard	University	in	1943.	She	was	
active	in	local	politics	and	owned	an	accounting	and	tax	services	company.263	

	

	

	
§ 1965-Harold	Washington	(Illinois)	serves	in	the	Illinois	House	of	

Representatives	(1965-1976)	and	the	Illinois	State	Senate	(1977-1980).	He	had	
served	in	the	army	during	WWII	and	graduated	from	Northwestern	University	
School	of	Law	in	1952.	He	entered	politics	while	working	for	alderman	and	
former	Olympic	athlete	Ralph	Metcalfe	from	1951	to	1965.	While	in	the	state	
senate,	he	focused	on	passing	the	Illinois	Human	Rights	Act	of	1980.264	

	

	

§ 1965-David	N.	Dinkins	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	State	
Assembly.	He	graduated	from	Brooklyn	Law	School	in	1956.	He	then	served	as	
a	city	clerk	for	New	York	from	1975	to	1985.265	
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§ 1965-Julian	Bond	(HM)	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	Georgia	House	of	
Representatives	but	the	Georgia	representatives	vote	184-12	to	not	
seat	him	because	he	had	endorsed	the	Student	Nonviolent	
Coordinating	Committee’s	statement	against	the	Vietnam	War.	In	
1966,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	ruled	in	Bond	v.	Floyd	that	the	Georgia	
legislature	had	denied	his	right	to	free	speech	and	required	that	they	
seat	him.	He	remained	in	office	until	1975,	when	he	was	elected	to	the	
Georgia	Senate	and	served	until	1987.266	

	

	

§ 1965-Shirley	Chisholm	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	State	
Assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	1968.	Born	to	immigrant	parents	from	
the	Caribbean	region,	she	spent	a	significant	part	of	her	childhood	living	with	
her	grandmother	in	Barbados	before	earning	an	M.A.	degree	in	elementary	
education	from	Teachers	College	at	Columbia	University	in	1952.267		

	
§ 1965-Percy	Sutton	(New	York),	a	prominent	lawyer	and	leader	in	Harlem	

politics,	is	elected	to	the	New	York	assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	
1966.268	

	
	

§ 1965-Coleman	Young	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	Michigan	senate	and	
remained	in	office	until	1973.	After	high	school,	he	worked	for	the	Ford	Motor	
Company	in	Detroit	and	served	in	the	army	with	the	Tuskegee	Airmen	during	
WWII,	where	he	was	involved	in	the	Freeman	Field	Mutiny	(1945)	where	
black	officers	were	arrested	for	resisting	segregation	at	a	base	near	Seymour,	
Indiana.	In	the	1940s	and	1950s,	he	was	a	target	of	anti-communist	
investigations	because	of	his	association	with	organizations	like	the	
Progressive	Party,	the	United	Auto	Workers,	and	the	National	Negro	Labor	
Council,	and	he	appeared	before	the	House	Committee	on	Un-American	
Activities	(HUAC)	in	1952.269	

	
§ 1966-Yvonne	Braithwaite	Burke	(HM)(California)	becomes	the	first	black	

woman	elected	to	the	California	State	Assembly,	and	she	remained	in	office	
until	1973.	She	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	the	University	of	Southern	California	
in	1956,	entered	private	practice,	and	served	as	an	attorney	on	the	McCone	
Commission	that	investigated	the	1965	Watts	Riots	or	Watts	Rebellion.270		

	
	

§ 1966-Richard	“Dick”	Newhouse,	Jr.	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	Illinois	senate	
and	remained	in	office	for	24	years.	He	organized	the	Black	Legislative	
Clearinghouse	(a	precursor	to	the	National	Black	Caucus	of	State	
Legislators)	and	helped	get	Senator	Cecil	Partee	elected	as	the	first	black	leader	of	
the	Illinois	State	Assembly	in	1971.	Although	he	was	not	elected,	he	became	the	first	
black	mayoral	candidate	for	Chicago	in	1975.	He	was	a	veteran	of	WWII	and	
graduated	from	the	University	of	Chicago	Law	School.271	

	
§ 1966-Barbara	Jordan	(Texas)	is	elected	to	the	Texas	senate	and	remained	in	

office	until	1972,	making	her	the	first	African	American	state	senator	since	
1883	and	the	first	ever	black	woman	to	hold	that	office.	Prior	to	this,	she	
unsuccessfully	ran	for	the	Texas	House	of	Representatives	in	1962	and	1964	
after	graduating	from	Boston	University	School	of	Law	in	1959.272	
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§ 1966-Basil	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	senate	
to	represent	Harlem	and	the	Upper	West	Side	of	New	York	City	from	1966	to	
1971.	A	1951	graduate	of	St.	John’s	University	Law	School,	he	was	very	
active	in	Harlem	politics	throughout	the	1950s	and	1960s	and	was	part	of	a	
leadership	group	known	as	the	“Harlem	Clubhouse”	or	“Gang	of	Four,”	which	
included	David	Dinkins	(HM),	Basil	Paterson	(HM),	Charles	Rangel	(HM),	
and	Percy	Sutton.273	

	
	
	

§ 1967-The	California	Legislative	Black	Caucus	(California)	is	founded	by	
African	American	members	of	the	California	legislature	under	the	leadership	of	
Senator	Mervyn	Dymally	to	address	the	concerns	of	the	black	community	and	
promote	political	influence	and	visibility	for	black	politicians.274			

	
§ 1967-Geraldine	W.	Travis	(Montana)	becomes	the	first	African	American	

elected	to	the	Montana	State	Legislature	when	she	is	joins	the	House	of	
Representatives	from	1967	to	1989.	She	was	a	founding	member	of	the	local	
branches	of	the	NAACP,	the	National	Council	of	Negro	Women,	and	the	
Montana	Women’s	Political	Caucus.	In	1972,	she	was	active	in	the	Shirley	
Chisholm	presidential	campaign	and	was	a	delegate	to	the	Democratic	
National	Convention	as	well	as	the	U.S.	Civil	Rights	Commission.275		

	
	

§ 1967-Lena	King	Lee	(Maryland)	becomes	one	of	the	first	African	American	
women	elected	to	the	Maryland	General	Assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	
1982.	In	1970,	she	founded	the	Legislative	Black	Caucus	of	Maryland.	When	
leaving	office	in	1982,	she	campaigned	and	fundraised	for	Elijah	E.	Cummings,	
who	succeeded	her	as	representative	for	the	fourth	district.276	

	

	
	

§ 1967-Charles	B.	Rangel	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	State	
Assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	1970.	He	graduated	from	St.	John’s	
University	Law	School	in	1960	and,	in	1963,	was	appointed	assistant	U.S.	
attorney	for	the	southern	district	of	New	York	by	U.S.	Attorney	General	
Robert	F.	Kennedy.	While	in	the	New	York	legislature,	he	was	mentored	by	
Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.277	

	
	
	
	

	
§ 1967-Ernest	Nathan	Morial	(Louisiana)	becomes	the	first	African	American	

elected	to	the	Louisiana	legislature	since	Reconstruction.	He	was	the	first	
African	American	to	earn	a	law	degree	from	Louisiana	State	University	
(1954),	the	first	black	juvenile	court	judge	in	the	state	(1970),	and	first	black	
circuit	court	of	appeals	judge	in	Louisiana	(1974).278	

	
§ 1968-The	National	Democratic	Party	of	Alabama	(Alabama)	is	officially	

established	via	a	state	charter	as	a	black	political	party	with	a	slate	of	
candidates	for	election	to	local	and	state	office.	Although	party	nominee	Dr.	
John	Cashin	(HM)	(a	black	dentist	and	chairman	of	the	party)	lost	to	
Governor	George	Wallace,	the	party	succeeded	with	many	local	elections,	
including	winning	every	elective	office	in	Greene	County,	Alabama.279	

	
§ 1968-Julian	Steele	(Massachusetts)	is	appointed	commissioner	of	

Massachusetts’	new	Department	of	Community	Affairs,	making	him	the	first	
African	American	to	head	an	agency	in	the	state	under	the	administration	of	
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Governor	John	Volpe.	He	previously	served	in	a	number	of	prominent	
government	roles	including	assistant	administrator	of	the	U.S.	Housing	and	
Home	Finance	Agency	(1960)	and	the	deputy	commissioner	of	Urban	Renewal	
in	Massachusetts’	Department	of	Commerce	and	Development	(1965).280		

	
§ 1968-William	Ferguson	“Fergie”	Reid	(Virginia),	a	physician	and	veteran	of	

the	Korean	War,	becomes	the	first	African	American	elected	to	the	Virginia	
Assembly	since	Reconstruction	(1891)	and	remained	in	office	until	1973.	He	
was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement	and	cofounded	the	Richmond	
Crusade	for	Voters	in	1956	with	William	Thornton,	John	M.	Brooks,	Ethel	
T.	Overby,	and	Lola	Hamilton,	which	sought	to	register	and	mobilize	black	
voters.281 	

 
§ 	

 
§ 1969-L.	Douglas	Wilder	(HM)	(Virginia)	becomes	the	first	African	American	

to	serve	in	the	Virginia	senate	since	Reconstruction.	He	graduated	from	Howard	
University	Law	School	in	1959.282	

	

	

	

	
§ 1969-Melvin	H.	Evans	(Virgin	Islands)	is	appointed	governor	of	the	U.S.	Virgin	

Islands	by	President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1975.	He	
was	then	elected	governor	in	1970	after	the	passage	of	the	Virgin	Islands	
Elective	Governor	Act	instituted	the	popular	vote.	He	graduated	from	Howard	
University	College	of	Medicine	in	1944	and	worked	in	a	number	of	medical	and	
public	health	positions.283		

	
	
	
	

§ 1960s-The	Harlem	Clubhouse	(or	Gang	of	Four)	(Harlem,	NY)	is	an	African	
American	political	coalition	composed	to	four	African	American	elected	
officials	from	Harlem:	David	Dinkins	(HM),	Basil	Paterson	(HM),	Charles	
Rangel	(HM),	and	Percy	Sutton.284	

	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1961-Edward	R.	Dudley	(New	York,	NY)	campaigns	and	becomes	Manhattan	

Bureau	President	from	1961	to	1965,	making	him	the	first	black	chair	of	the	
New	York	Democratic	Committee.	He	left	this	post	when	he	was	elected	to	
the	New	York	Supreme	Court,	where	he	served	from	1965	until	his	retirement	
in	1985.285	
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§ 1961-Robert	C.	Henry	(Springfield,	OH)	is	elected	to	the	city	commission	of	
Springfield,	Ohio	and	remained	in	that	role	until	1971.286	

	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1962-Don	L.	Crawford	(Dayton,	OH)	becomes	the	first	African	American	city	

commissioner	of	Dayton,	Ohio.287	
	

§ 1963-George	W.	Collins	(Chicago,	IL)	becomes	alderman	of	Chicago’s	24th	
Ward	when	alderman	Benjamin	Lewis	is	murdered	in	his	ward	office,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1970.288	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1963-Richard	G.	Hatcher	(HM)	(Gary,	IN)	is	elected	to	the	city	council	in	

Gary,	Indiana	and	becomes	the	first	and	only	freshman	elected	president	of	the	
council	in	Gary’s	history.289	Hatcher	graduated	from	Valparaiso	University	
School	of	Law	(Indiana)	in	1959,	before	moving	to	Gary	and	practicing	in	East	
Chicago,	Indiana.	

	
§ 1963-Thomas	“Tom”	Bradley	(Los	Angeles,	CA)	serves	on	the	Los	Angeles	

City	Council	from	1963	to	1972.	While	on	the	city	council,	he	criticized	racism	
within	the	Los	Angeles	Police	Department	(LAPD),	including	handling	of	the	
1965	Watts	Rebellion	(or	“Watts	Riots”).	While	working	as	a	lieutenant	for	
the	LAPD	in	the	1960s,	the	highest	ranking	African	American	at	the	time,	he	
earned	a	law	degree	from	Southwestern	University.290		

	
	

§ 1964-George	D.	Carroll	(Richmond,	CA)	becomes	mayor	of	Richmond,	
California,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	a	large	U.S.	city.	A	
veteran	of	WWII,	Carroll	was	the	first	black	lawyer	in	Richmond,	C.A.	and	the	first	
black	man	elected	to	the	local	city	council	(where	he	served	from	1961-1964).	

	

	

	
§ 1964-John	Raymond	Jones	(New	York,	NY)	becomes	the	head	of	Tammany	

Hall	(1964-1967),	the	powerful	Democratic	political	machine	that	played	a	major	
role	in	New	York	City	politics	from	the	1790s	to	the	1960s.	This	made	him	the	
highest	ranking	African	American	party	official	in	the	county	and	built	on	his	
history	of	mentoring	African	American	politicians	like	Adam	Clay	Powell,	Jr.,	
Constance	Baker	Motley,	and	David	Dinkins	(HM).291	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

						John	Raymond	Jones		

Robert	C.	Henry	

George	W.	Collins	

Richard	G.	Hatcher	

George	D.	Carroll	



 45	

§ 1964-Marion	Barry	(HM)	(Mississippi),	as	head	of	the	Student	Nonviolent	
Coordinating	Committee,	lobbies	the	state	legislature	to	make	the	Mississippi	
Freedom	Democratic	Party	the	recognized	Democratic	Party	of	Mississippi	at	
the	1964	Democratic	National	Convention.	He	subsequently	moved	to	
Washington,	D.C.	to	manage	the	local	chapter	of	SNCC.292	
	

	
§ 1965-Constance	Baker	Motley	(New	York,	NY)	is	chosen	as	Manhattan	

Borough	President,	making	her	the	first	woman	in	this	position.	Later	that	year,	
she	was	elected	to	remain	in	that	office	for	a	full	four-year	term.293	

§ 	
	

§ 1965-William	S.	Thompson	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	as	a	member	of	
the	Washington,	D.C.	City	Council.	He	assumed	this	position	while	working	in	the	
Washington,	D.C.	law	firm	of	Thompson,	Evans,	&	Dolphin.294	

	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1966-Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(Richmond,	VA)	wins	election	to	the	Richmond	city	
council.	He	was	a	1959	graduate	of	Howard	University	School	of	Law.	295	

	
§ 1966-Floyd	J.	McCree	(Flint,	MI),	a	veteran	of	WWII,	is	selected	mayor	by	the	city	

commission,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	Flint,	Michigan.	In	
that	role,	McCree	advocated	for	open	housing	and	equal	employment	
opportunities,	while	also	navigating	the	1967	Detroit	Riot	that	saw	violent	
confrontations	between	black	residents	and	the	police	department.		

	
	

§ 1966-Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(HM)	(Richmond,	VA)	is	elected	to	the	Richmond	City	
Council	in	1966	(where	he	remained	until	1991),	and	they	chose	him	as	vice-
mayor	in	1970.	A	1959	graduate	of	Howard	University	School	of	Law,	he	was	
inspired	by	civil	rights	lawyer	Oliver	Hill	(HM)	to	go	to	law	school	after	testifying	
before	the	Virginia	legislature,	which	was	considering	passing	laws	to	resist	
desegregation.296	

	
§ 1966-Percy	Sutton	(New	York,	NY)	is	elected	borough	president	of	Manhattan	

under	Mayor	John	Lindsay	to	fill	a	vacancy	caused	by	Constance	Baker	Motley	
moving	to	the	federal	bench,	and	he	remained	in	the	role	until	1977.	Upon	his	
election,	he	was	the	highest-ranking	African	American	elected	official	in	New	York	
City,	and	he	maintained	the	longest	tenure	in	that	role.	Prior	to	the	1990s,	the	
presidents	for	each	of	the	five	boroughs	of	New	York	City	exercised	strong	executive	
powers—advising	the	mayor,	commenting	on	land	use	issues,	advocating	for	
municipal	budgets,	and	appointing	officials	and	community	board	members.297	

	
	

§ 1967-Walter	Washington	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	appointed	mayor	of	Washington,	D.C.	by	President	Lyndon	Johnson,	
making	him	one	of	the	first	black	mayors	of	a	major	city.	After	earning	a	law	
degree	from	Howard	University	School	of	Law,	Washington	worked	as	the	
executive	director	of	the	National	Capital	Housing	Authority	upon	appointment	
by	President	John	F.	Kennedy.		
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§ 1967-John	Burton	(Ypsilanti,	MI)	becomes	the	first	African	American	elected	
mayor	of	Ypsilanti,	Michigan.	After	playing	in	amateur	and	major	league	baseball,	
Burton	joined	the	staff	of	the	International	United	Auto	Workers	union	and	
worked	as	the	Political	Action	Committee	Coordinator	for	congressional	
districts.298		

	
	
	
	
	

§ 1966-Robert	C.	Henry	(Springfield,	OH)	is	appointed	mayor	of	Springfield	by	
the	city	commission	and	remained	in	office	until	1968,	making	him	the	first	
mayor	of	a	city	in	Ohio.	He	owned	and	operated	the	Robert	C.	Henry	Funeral	
Home.299  

 
§ 1967-Floyd	J.	McCree	(Flint,	MI)	threatens	to	resign	as	mayor	of	Flint,	Michigan	

when	the	city	commission	refuses	to	adopt	an	open	housing	ordinance	that	
would	prevent	discrimination	in	housing.	Other	prominent	African	American	
citizens	also	spoke	out,	staging	a	sleep-in	in	front	of	city	hall	and	threatening	to	
resign	from	public	boards.	The	city	commission	approved	the	ordinance	and	it	
passed	after	a	contested	public	vote,	making	Flint	the	first	city	to	pass	an	open	
housing	referendum	by	popular	vote.300		

	
	

§ 1967-Carl	Stokes	(Cleveland,	OH)	is	elected	mayor	of	Cleveland,	Ohio,	making	him	
one	of	the	first	African	American	mayors	of	a	major	city.	While	in	office,	he	opened	
local	government	job	to	African	Americans	and	women,	established	programs	to	
revitalize	Cleveland	neighborhoods,	and	saw	the	city	through	race	riots.301	

	
§ 1967-Richard	G.	Hatcher	(HM)	(Gary,	IN)	is	elected	the	first	African	American	

mayor	of	Gary,	Indiana,	making	him	one	of	the	first	black	mayors	of	a	major	city,	
and	he	remained	in	office	for	an	unprecedented	five	terms	(1967-1987).	He	
developed	innovative	approaches	to	urban	problems,	promoted	civil	rights,	and	
awarded	the	majority	of	city	contracts	to	black	business	owners	to	encourage	
African	American	entrepreneurship.302		

	
	

§ 1968-Matthew	G.	Carter	(Montclair,	NJ)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
mayor	of	Montclair,	New	Jersey	upon	appointment	by	the	township	commission.	A	
pastor	with	a	Master	of	Divinity	from	Virginia	Union	University,	Carter	advocated	
for	affordable	housing	during	his	tenure	as	mayor	and	remained	active	in	politics	
throughout	his	life—including	serving	on	the	Montclair	Township	Commission,	
running	for	the	New	Jersey	senate,	and	chairing	the	New	Jersey	State	Commission	
on	Civil	Rights.303	

	
§ 1968-Luska	Twyman	(Glasgow,	KY)	becomes	mayor	of	Glasgow,	Kentucky	

upon	appointment	by	the	city	council,	making	him	the	first	African	American	
mayor	of	a	Kentucky	city.	A	WWII	veteran,	he	graduated	from	Kentucky	State	
University,	worked	as	a	principal,	and	served	as	an	appointee	of	the	United	States	
Commission	on	Civil	Rights.304	

	
	

§ 1968-Howard	Nathaniel	Lee	(Chapel	Hill,	NC)	becomes	mayor	of	Chapel	Hill,	
North	Carolina,	making	him	the	first	African	American	elected	mayor	of	a	
predominantly	white	southern	city.	A	veteran,	he	entered	politics	after	
encountering	racism	in	his	predominately	white	Chapel	Hill	neighborhood.	He	
was	re-elected	mayor	twice,	in	1971	and	1973.305	

	
§ 1969-Charles	Evers	(HM)	(Fayette,	MS)	becomes	the	first	African	American	

elected	mayor	of	Fayette,	Mississippi.	Charles	Evers,	like	his	brother	Medger	
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Evers,	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement,	serving	as	the	NAACP	State	Voter	
Registration	chairman	(1954)	and	then	the	field	director	of	the	NAACP	in	
Mississippi	(1963).	Upon	Evers’	election	to	mayor,	the	white	police	officers	of	
Fayette	(which	was	75%	African	American)	resigned	in	protest.	He	unsuccessfully	
ran	for	governor	(1971)	and	the	U.S.	Senate	(1978).		

	
	

§ 1969-Marvin	S.	Arrington,	Sr.	(HM)	(Atlanta,	GA)	serves	on	the	Atlanta	Board	of	
Aldermen	(later	the	Atlanta	City	Council)	for	twenty-five	years,	including	seven	
years	as	president.	He	was	one	of	the	first	two	black	students	to	attend	Emory	
University	School	of	Law	in	1965.306	

	
	
	

1970-1979	
§ 1974-Gerald	Ford	(Nebraska)	is	elected	the	38th	president	of	the	United	States	and	

remained	in	office	until	1977.	As	a	congressman,	Ford	supported	the	civil	rights	
legislation	of	the	1960s,	and	he	extended	funding	and	enforcement	as	president.	Ford	
officially	recognized	Black	History	Month	in	1976.307		
	

§ 1977-Jimmy	Carter	(Georgia)	is	elected	the	39th	president	of	the	United	States	and	
remained	in	office	until	1981.	Carter	prioritized	civil	rights	as	a	state	senator	(1963-
1967)	and	governor	of	Georgia	(1971-1975).	President	Carter	appointed	Patricia	
Roberts	Harris	as	the	first	black	female	cabinet	member,	Andrew	Young	as	the	first	
black	ambassador	to	the	United	Nations	(although	Young	was	forced	to	resign	in	the	
wake	of	his	meeting	with	the	Kuwait	ambassador	and	a	representative	of	the	
Palestine	Liberation	Organization	contradicted	U.S.	promises	to	Israel),	and	Drew	S.	
Days	III	as	the	first	black	division	head	at	the	Department	of	Justice.308	

	
	

§ 1970-George	W.	Collins	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	
of	Representatives	to	represent	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	
until	his	death	in	a	plane	crash	on	December	8,	1972.	This	
unexpired	seat	became	vacant	after	Daniel	J.	Ronan	died	in	
office,	and	Collins	ran	with	the	backing	of	Chicago	Mayor	
Richard	J.	Daley.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	Congressional	Black	
Caucus.309		
	

§ 1971-The	National	Women’s	Political	Caucus	(Washington,	
D.C.)	is	founded	after	the	failure	of	the	Equal	Rights	
Amendment	to	help	increase	women’s	participation	in	all	areas	
of	political	and	public	life,	including	elected	and	appointed	
office.	The	founders	included	Gloria	Steinem,	Shirley	
Chisholm,	Dorothy	Height,	Jill	Ruckelshaus,	Ann	Lewis,	Elly	
Peterson,	LaDonna	Harris,	Liz	Carpenter,	Eleanor	Holmes	
Norton,	and	Fannie	Lou	Hammer.310		

	
	

§ 1971-Louis	Stokes	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	American	to	win	
a	seat	on	the	powerful	House	Appropriations	Committee,	which	oversees	all	
federal	spending	bills.311	
	

§ 1971-Charles	B.	Rangel	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	New	York	and	remained	in	office	until	2017.	He	succeeded	
Adam	Clayton	Powell,	Jr.	and	was	backed	by	New	York	Mayor	and	former	
Congressman	John	Lindsay.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	Congressional	Black	
Caucus.312	
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§ 1971-Parren	J.	Mitchell	(HM)	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Maryland’s	seventh	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1987,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	representative	from	Maryland.	He	worked	for	
anti-poverty	and	fair	housing	organizations	in	Baltimore	in	the	1960s	and	was	
persuaded	to	run	for	Congress	by	local	community	groups.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus.313	
	

§ 1971-Walter	E.	Fauntroy	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	the	District	of	Columbia’s	at-large	district,	and	he	remained	in	
office	until	1991.	He	was	a	pastor	of	Washington’s	New	Bethel	Church,	was	active	
within	the	civil	rights	movement,	and	was	the	director	of	the	local	bureau	of	the	
Southern	Christian	Leadership	Conference.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	Congressional	
Black	Caucus	and	served	as	its	chair	in	1981.314	

 
	

§ 1971-The	National	Black	Women’s	Political	Leadership	Caucus	(Washington,	
D.C.)	is	established	to	promote	and	support	black	women	politicians	at	the	local,	
state,	and	national	level.	The	caucus	emerged	from	frustrations	about	the	lack	of	
black	women	in	politics	(even	after	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964)	and	sought	to	
address	this	through	leadership	training,	education,	and	voter	registration.	The	
founders	included:	Nelis	James	Saunders,	Michigan	state	representative;	Florine	
James,	president	of	the	Ohio	Federate	of	Democratic	Women;	Cynthia	Delores	
Tucker,	Pennsylvania	secretary	of	state;	Elizabeth	Duncan	Koontz,	director	of	the	
U.S.	Department	of	Labor	Women’s	Bureau;	Hildagardeis	Boswell,	Maryland	state	
representative;	Aileen	Hernandez	(HM),	former	president	of	the	National	
Organization	for	Women;	and	Verda	Freeman	Welcome,	Maryland’s	first	black	and	
first	woman	state	senator.315		
	

§ 1971-Ronald	V.	Dellums	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	until	1998.	He	served	on	the	
Berkeley	City	Council	in	Berkeley,	California	from	1967	to	1970.	He	ran	for	Congress	
on	an	antiwar	platform	and	connected	to	the	anti-establishment	culture	of	Berkeley	
and	Oakland.316		

	
	

§ 1971-Sallyanne	Payton	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	to	the	White	House	
Domestic	Council	during	the	Nixon	administration.	There	she	represented	the	
president	on	the	Commission	on	the	Organization	of	the	District	of	Columbia,	which	
established	“home	rule”	for	Washington,	D.C.	She	was	a	1968	graduate	of	Stanford	
Law	School.317	 
 
 
 
 

§ 1971-Ralph	Metcalfe	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	
Illinois’s	first	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1978.	A	track	and	field	medalist	
during	the	1932	Olympics,	he	was	elected	alderman	in	Chicago	in	1955.318		
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§ 1972-Melvin	H.	Evans	(Virgin	Islands)	serves	as	a	representative	from	the	
Virgin	Islands	at	the	1972	and	1976	Republican	National	Conventions	that	
resulted	in	the	selection	of	Richard	Nixon	and	Gerald	Ford,	respectively,	as	the	
party	nominee	for	president.319			

	

	

	

	

	
§ 1972-Yvonne	Braithwaite	Burke	(HM)	(Los	Angeles,	Ca)	serves	as	the	vice-

chairperson	for	the	1972	Democratic	National	Convention,	making	her	the	first	
African	American	and	the	first	woman	to	hold	this	position.	She	spoke	at	the	
convention,	which	helped	her	subsequently	win	her	seat	in	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives.320	

	
	

§ 1972-Barbara	Jordan	(Texas)	becomes	the	first	Southern	African	American	
woman	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	where	she	represents	Texas.	
While	a	member	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus,	she	focused	on	local	issues	
and	avoided	aligning	herself	too	closely	with	civil	rights	or	women’s	rights	issues.321	
	

§ 1972-Shirley	Chisholm	(Washington,	D.C.)	runs	for	president	of	the	United	States,	
making	her	the	first	woman	and	the	first	African	American	to	run	for	the	nomination	
of	a	major	party	for	the	presidency.322	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1972-Gwen	Cherry	(Washington,	D.C.?)	chairs	both	the	Minority	Affairs	

Committee	for	the	Democratic	National	Convention	and	the	National	Women’s	
Political	Caucus	in	1972.323	

	

	

	

	
§ 1973-Sallyann	Payton	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	chief	counsel	of	the	Urban	

Mass	Transportation	Administration	in	the	Department	of	Transportation	where	
she	helps	enact	the	National	Mass	Transportation	Act	of	1974.324	
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§ 1973-Togo	D.	West,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	deputy	
attorney	general	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	by	President	Gerald	
Ford.325		
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1973-Andrew	Young	(HM)	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	Georgia’s	fifth	district	and	remained	in	office	until	1977,	
making	him	the	first	black	congressman	from	Georgia	since	Jefferson	Long	
(elected	in	1870).	He	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement,	joining	the	staff	of	
the	Southern	Christian	Leadership	Conference	and	helping	lead	the	Poor	
Peoples	Campaign.326		
	

§ 1973-Yvonne	Braithwaite	Burke	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	until	1979,	
making	her	the	first	black	woman	elected	to	Congress	from	California.	While	on	
the	House	Committee	on	Appropriations,	she	worked	to	increase	funding	for	
desegregation	mandates	in	local	jurisdictions.	After	an	unsuccessful	run	for	
California	attorney	general	in	1978,	she	focused	on	state	politics.327		

	
	

§ 1973-Cardiss	Collins	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	until	1997,	making	her	the	
fourth	African	American	women	in	Congress	and	the	first	from	the	Midwest.	She	
took	office	after	a	special	election	where	she	assumed	the	seat	of	her	husband,	
George	W.	Collins,	who	died	in	a	plane	crash.	While	in	office,	she	became	the	first	
African	American	and	the	first	woman	to	hold	position	of	Democratic	whip-at-
large,	and	she	was	the	president	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	in	1979.328	
	

§ 1973-Clifton	R.	Wharton,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	son	of	ambassador	
Clifton	R.	Wharton,	Sr.,	is	named	deputy	secretary	of	state,	making	him	the	
highest-ranking	black	American	in	the	history	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	State	up	
to	that	point	in	time.329	

	
	

§ 1974-Barbara	Jordan	(Washington,	D.C.)	earns	national	recognition	when,	as	
a	member	of	the	Judiciary	Committee,	she	delivers	the	opening	remarks	in	
favor	of	impeaching	President	Richard	Nixon	for	crimes	associated	with	the	
Watergate	scandal.330	
	
	
	

§ 1975-William	Thaddeus	Coleman,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	named	
secretary	of	transportation	by	President	Gerald	Ford,	making	him	the	second	
African	American	to	serve	in	the	U.S.	Cabinet.	A	1946	graduate	of	Harvard	Law	
School,	he	worked	was	the	first	black	associate	hired	by	a	major	New	York	Law	
firm	when	he	joined	Paul,	Weiss,	Rifkind,	Wharton,	&	Garrison	in	1949.331		
	

§ 1975-Harold	Ford,	Sr.	(Tennessee)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Tennessee	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1997,	making	
him	the	first	African	American	to	represent	Tennessee	in	Congress.	He	
advocated	for	economic	development,	supported	welfare	and	social	safety	
measures,	and	chaired	the	Ways	and	Means	Subcommittee	on	Public	Assistance	
and	Unemployment	Compensation	(1981-1983).	His	son,	Harold	Ford,	Jr.,	
successfully	ran	for	his	seat	in	1996.332	
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§ 1975-William	Thaddeus	Coleman,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	on	

March	7,	1975	by	President	Gerald	Ford	as	the	fourth	secretary	of	transportation	
and	the	first	African	American	secretary	of	education.	He	served	as	in	this	capacity	
until	January	of	1977.		
	

§ 1976-Louis	Stokes	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	U.S.	Representative	from	Ohio,	
serves	as	the	chairman	of	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	Select	Committee	
on	Assassinations,	which	investigates	the	assassinations	of	President	John	F.	
Kennedy	and	civil	rights	leader	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.333		
	

§ 1976-Barbara	Jordan	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
and	first	woman	keynote	speaker	at	a	Democratic	National	Convention,	
campaigning	for	James	Earl	(Jimmy)	Carter	over	President	Gerald	Ford.334	
	

§ 1976-Congressional	Black	Caucus	Foundation	(CBCF)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	
founded	as	a	nonprofit,	nonpartisan	public	policy	research	and	educational	
institute.335	The	CBCF	was	founded	by	Nira	Hardon	Long,	Albert	L.	Nellum,	and	
Yvonne	Brathwaite	Burke.336		

	
	

§ 1977-Shirley	Chisholm	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	to	a	leadership	position	
as	secretary	of	the	House	Democratic	Caucus	and	remained	in	that	role	until	
1981.337	
	
1977-Kurt	Schmoke	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	recruited	by	the	Carter	
administration	to	work	as	assistant	director	of	the	White	House	Domestic	
Policy	Staff.	He	graduated	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1976.338	

	

§ 1977-Alexis	Herman	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	the	Labor	
Department’s	Women’s	Bureau	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	she	remained	
in	that	role	until	1981.	She	graduated	with	a	BA	in	sociology	from	Xavier	
University	of	Louisiana	in	1969	before	working	with	various	charities,	
organizations,	and	consulting	firms	to	build	employment	opportunities	for	black	
women.339		
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1977-Eleanor	Holmes	Norton	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	first	
female	chair	of	the	Equal	Employment	Opportunity	Commission	(EEOC)	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter.	During	her	tenure,	the	EEOC	released	its	first	set	of	
regulations	on	what	constitutes	sexual	harassment,	a	form	of	sexual	
discrimination	that	violates	federal	civil	rights	laws.	She	graduated	from	Yale	
Law	School	in	1964	and	was	prominent	in	the	civil	rights	and	women’s	rights	
movements.340	
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§ 1977-Hazel	R.	O’Leary	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	works	as	assistant	
administrator	of	the	Federal	Energy	Commission,	general	counsel	of	the	
Community	Services	Administration,	and	an	administrator	for	the	Economic	
Regulatory	Commission	within	the	Department	of	Energy	during	the	
administration	of	President	Jimmy	Carter.341	
	

§ 1977-Patricia	Roberts	Harris	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	sixth	secretary	
of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	upon	appointment	by	President	Jimmy	
Carter,	and	she	remained	in	this	role	until	1979.	This	made	her	the	first	African	
American	woman	to	serve	in	the	United	States	Cabinet	and	the	first	to	enter	the	
presidential	line	of	succession.342	
	

§ 1979-Patricia	Roberts	Harris	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	thirteenth	
secretary	of	Health,	Education,	and	Welfare	(renamed	Health	and	Human	
Services	during	her	tenure)	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	she	remained	in	
this	role	until	1981.343		
	

§ 1979-William	H.	Gray	III	(HM)	(Pennsylvania),	a	third-generation	pastor	of	a	
large	Philadelphia-area	Baptist	church,	is	elected	on	the	Democratic	ticket	to	
represent	Pennsylvania’s	second	district	at	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives.344		

 
 
 
 

 
	

§ 1979-Ronald	“Ron”	H.	Brown	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	deputy	campaign	
manager	for	Senator	Edward	M.	Kennedy’s	1979	campaign	for	the	Democratic	
presidential	nomination.	When	Kennedy	returned	to	the	Senate,	he	offered	
Brown	a	job	as	counsel	to	the	Senate	Judiciary	Committee.	Prior	to	this	political	
engagement,	Brown	served	in	the	army	and	graduated	from	St.	John’s	
University	Law	School	in	1971	before	working	at	the	National	Urban	League.	
His	father,	William	Brown,	was	an	official	in	the	Franklin	Roosevelt	
administration.345	
	

§ 1979-Melvin	H.	Evans	(Virgin	Islands)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	the	U.S.	Virgin	Island’s	at-large	district,	and	he	remained	
in	office	until	1981.	He	was	the	first	black	delegate	to	represent	the	territory	in	
Congress.	Although	he	had	a	non-voting	status,	he	advocated	for	healthcare	and	
education,	and	he	served	on	the	Armed	Services,	Interior	and	Insular	Affairs,	
and	Merchant	Marine	and	Fisheries	Committees.	He	was	the	first	Republican	
member	of	the	Black	Congressional	Caucus.346		
	
	
	
	

§ 1979-Mickey	Leland	(Texas)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
from	Texas	and	remained	in	office	until	1989.	He	previously	served	in	the	
Texas	House	of	Representatives	from	1973	to	1979	before	running	for	the	
Houston	area	congressional	seat	vacated	by	Barbara	Jordan.	He	was	soon	
appointed	Freshman	Majority	Whip	and	later	served	as	chair	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus	from	1985	to	1986.	He	chaired	the	House	Select	
Committee	on	Hunger	(that	he	lobbied	Congress	to	create)	and	focused	on	
relieving	famine	and	hunger	in	East	Africa	until	his	death	in	a	plane	crash	on	a	
humanitarian	mission	to	Ethiopia	in	1989.347	
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§ 1970-Jerome	Heartwell	“Brud”	Holland	(Sweden)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Sweden	by	President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	this	position	until	
1972.	He	was	only	the	second	African	American	appointed	as	an	ambassador	to	
a	European	nation.		After	earning	an	M.A.	degree	in	sociology	from	Cornell	
University	in	1939,	he	taught	sociology	and	physical	education	at	the	college	
level,	worked	in	shipbuilding	during	WWII,	and	became	the	president	of	
Delaware	State	College	(1953-1959)	and	Hampton	Institute	(1960-1970).348		

	

	

	
§ 1970-Clarence	Clyde	Ferguson,	Jr.	(Uganda)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	

Uganda	by	President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1972.	He	
served	in	the	army	during	WWII,	earned	an	L.L.B.	degree	from	Harvard	Law	
School	in	1951,	and	taught	in	various	law	schools.	While	serving	as	
ambassador,	Uganda	experienced	a	coup	that	led	to	a	dictatorship	and	he	
advised	Nixon	to	focus	U.S.	involvement	on	humanitarian	aid	and	protections	
for	Americans	living	in	the	country.	After	leaving	office,	he	joined	the	faculty	at	
Harvard	Law	School	in	1976	and	taught	there	until	his	death	in	1983.349	

	
	
	

§ 1971-Charles	J.	Nelson	(Botswana,	Lesotho,	and	Swaziland)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Botswana,	Lesotho,	and	Swaziland	by	President	Richard	
Nixon,	and	he	served	in	this	role	until	1974.	In	the	1950s	and	1960s,	he	
worked	in	the	Mutual	Security	Administration	(forerunning	to	the	U.S.	Agency	
for	International	Development,	USAID),	traveling	to	the	Philippines	and	Iran.350	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1971-John	E.	Reinhardt	(Nigeria)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Nigeria	by	
President	Richard	Nixon,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1975.	He	was	a	
foreign	service	office	in	the	U.S.	Information	Agency	beginning	in	1957	and,	
after	holding	a	number	of	diplomatic	positions,	became	the	director	from	1977	
to	1981.351	

	

	

	

	

	

§ 1972-William	Beverly	Carter	(Tanzania	and	Liberia)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Tanzania	in	1972	by	President	Richard	Nixon,	ambassador	to	Liberia	in	
1976	by	President	Gerald	Ford,	and	ambassador-at-large	by	President	
Jimmy	Carter	in	1979.	This	made	him	the	first	ambassador-at-large	(the	
highest	rank	for	a	diplomat	that	involves	directing	the	State	Department’s	
Office	for	Liaison	with	State	and	Local	Governments)	and	the	second	African	
American	appointed	ambassador	by	three	presidents.	He	earned	a	law	degree	
from	Temple	University	in	1947	before	working	as	a	newspaper	writer,	editor,	
and	publisher.	He	became	involved	in	politics	through	civil	rights	activism	and	
the	NAACP	before	unsuccessfully	running	for	office	and	entering	the	State	
Department	as	a	public	affairs	officer	in	1965.352	
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§ 1973-O.	Rudolph	Aggrey	(Senegal	and	Gambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Senegal	and	Gambia	in	1973	by	President	Richard	Nixon	and,	later,	is	
reappointed	by	President	Gerald	Ford	and	President	Jimmy	Carter.	He	served	
in	these	roles	from	1974	to	1977.	He	entered	the	U.S.	State	Department	in	the	
1950s	with	assistance	from	assistant	secretary	of	labor	for	international	affairs	
George	L.P.	Weaver,	one	of	the	most	important	African	American	members	of	
the	Truman	administration.	In	1960,	he	worked	with	assistant	secretary	of	
state	for	African	affairs	G.	Mennen	Williams	to	help	develop	the	Kennedy	
administration’s	policies	regarding	Africa.353	
	

§ 1974-President	Gerald	Ford	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	appoints	an	
African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	five	times	between	1974	and	
1977.354	

	
	

§ 1974-David	Benjamin	Bolen	(Lesotho,	Swaziland,	and	Botswana)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	Lesotho,	Swaziland,	and	Botswana	by	President	
Richard	Nixon	and,	later,	by	President	Gerald	Ford.	He	remained	in	these	posts	
from	1974	to	1976.	An	Olympic	athlete	who	graduated	from	the	University	of	
Colorado,	he	joined	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service	in	the	1950s	and	served	in	embassies	
in	Ghana,	West	Germany,	and	Yugoslavia	for	more	than	twenty	years	before	
becoming	an	ambassador.355	
	

§ 1974-Theodore	R.	Britton	Jr.	(HM)	(Barbados	and	Grenada)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Barbados	and	Grenada	by	President	Gerald	Ford,	and	he	
remained	in	these	positions	until	1977.	He	simultaneously	served	as	a	special	
representative	to	the	West	Indian	island	nations	of	Antigua,	Dominica,	St.	
Christopher,	Nevis,	Anguilla,	St.	Vincent,	and	St.	Lucia.	In	1944,	he	became	one	
of	the	first	African	Americans	selected	to	join	the	U.S.	Marine	Corps	during	WWII	
and	he	later	served	again	during	the	Korean	War.356	

	
	

§ 1976-Charles	A.	James	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	President	
Gerald	Ford.	He	served	in	WWII	and	earned	an	L.L.B.	degree	from	Yale	Law	
School	in	1952,	practicing	law	in	California	for	ten	years	before	being	appointed	
assistant	attorney	general	for	the	state	of	California	in	1961.	Throughout	the	
1960s	and	1970s	he	worked	for	a	number	of	government	agencies,	including	the	
Peace	Corps	and	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service.357	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1976-Joseph	Monroe	Segars	(HM)	(South	Africa),	while	working	as	a	consul	
general,	is	one	of	the	first	African	Americans	assigned	to	South	Africa.	He	arrived	
during	the	Soweto	Uprising,	a	massive	student	protest	against	the	apartheid	
regime	that	brought	international	attention	and	sanctions.358		
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§ 1976-Ronald	DeWayne	Palmer	(Togo)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Togo	by	President	Gerald	Ford,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1978.	
He	earned	a	B.A.	degree	from	Howard	University	in	1955	and	a	M.A.	
degree	from	Johns	Hopkins	University	in	1957.	He	joined	the	Foreign	
Service	as	an	intelligence	research	specialist	in	1957	and	subsequently	
worked	in	a	number	of	roles	with	the	federal	government.	While	
ambassador,	he	helped	stop	a	plan	by	British	and	Canadian	nationals	to	
assassinate	Togolese	President	Gnassingbe	Eyadema.359		

	
	

§ 1977-President	Jimmy	Carter	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	
appoints	an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	sixteen	times	
between	1977	and	1981.360		
	

§ 1977-O.	Rudolph	Aggrey	(Romania)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Romania	
by	President	Jimmy	Carter	and,	later,	is	reappointed	by	President	Ronald	
Reagan.	He	remained	in	this	role	from	1977	to	1981.361		

	
	

§ 1977-David	Benjamin	Bolen	(Germany)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	the	
German	Democratic	Republic	(communist	East	Germany)	by	President	
Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	this	post	until	1980.	This	made	him	the	
first	African	American	ambassador	to	work	behind	the	Cold	War	“Iron	
Curtain.”362		
	

§ 1977-Wilbert	J.	LeMelle,	Sr.	(Kenya	and	Seychelles)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Kenya	and	Seychelles	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	
he	remained	in	office	until	1980.	He	urged	the	United	States	to	be	more	
actively	engaged	in	African,	particularly	helping	with	economic	
development	and	human	rights.	He	worked	closely	with	Kenya	
Presidents	Jomo	Kenyatta	and	Daniel	arap	Moi	and	Seychelles	
President	Francis	Rene,	drawing	on	his	ties	to	the	region	and	his	
Swahili	language	skills.	He	served	in	the	army	and	earned	a	Ph.D.	in	
international	relations	at	the	University	of	Denver	in	1963	before	
teaching	African	Studies.363		

	
	

§ 1977-Ulric	Haynes	(Algeria)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Algeria	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1981.	He	
earned	a	law	degree	from	Yale	University	in	1956	and	worked	in	a	
number	of	governmental	offices	as	well	as	the	private	sector.	He	was	
fluent	in	five	languages.364 
 
 
 
 
 
 

§ 1977-Richard	K.	Fox	(Trinidad	and	Tobago)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Trinidad	and	Tobago	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	
he	remained	in	office	until	1981.	He	served	in	the	navy	during	WWII	
and	earned	a	graduate	degree	in	social	psychology	from	Indiana	
University	in	1952.	While	working	at	the	Urban	League	in	Minneapolis,	
Minnesota,	he	met	Carl	T.	Rowan	who	encouraged	him	to	join	the	U.S.	
Foreign	Service	in	1961	and,	later,	the	State	Department.365	
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§ 1977-William	B.	Jones	(Haiti)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Haiti	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1980.	During	his	
time	in	office,	Jean-Claude	Duvalier	resigned	as	the	dictator	of	Haiti,	and	
Jones	helped	the	country	transition	to	a	democracy.	He	earned	a	J.D.	
degree	from	the	University	of	Southern	California	School	of	Law	in	1952	
and	practiced	law	until	joining	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service	in	1962.	From	
1973	to	1977,	he	served	as	the	U.S.	permanent	representative	to	the	
United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific,	and	Cultural	Organization	
(UNESCO).366	

	
	
	

	
§ 1977-Mabel	M.	Smythe	(Cameroon	and	Equatorial	Guinea)	is	

appointed	ambassador	to	Cameroon	and	Equatorial	Guinea	by	President	
Jimmy	Carter,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	1980.	She	was	the	second	
black	woman	ambassador	after	Patricia	Roberts	Harris	and	the	first	
black	woman	ambassador	to	an	African	country.	After	earning	a	Ph.D.	
degree	in	economics	and	law	from	the	University	of	Wisconsin,	she	taught	
at	several	universities,	worked	for	the	NAACP	Legal	Defense	and	
Education	Fund,	helped	launch	Operation	Crossroads	Africa	
(forerunner	to	the	Peace	Corps),	and	was	a	scholar-in-residence	at	the	
United	States	Civil	Rights	Commission.	In	1966,	she	traveled	to	Syria	
where	her	husband,	Hugh	Smythe,	was	appointed	ambassador.367	
	

§ 1977-Maurice	D.	Bean	(Burma)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Burma	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1980.	He	was	the	
first	African	American	ambassador	to	serve	in	Southeast	Asia.	He	worked	
closely	with	Burmese	President	Ne	Win	and	Thailand’s	Kriangsak	
Chamanan	to	combat	drug	trafficking,	particularly	cocaine	and	heroin.	He	
joined	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service	in	1951	after	graduating	from	Howard	
University	with	a	B.A.	degree	in	government.368	

	
	

§ 1977-Andrew	Young	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	14th	U.S.	
Ambassador	to	the	United	Nations	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	
remained	in	that	position	until	1979.369		
	

§ 1978-Delano	Eugene	Lewis,	Sr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	works	on	the	
successful	mayoral	campaigns	of	Washington,	D.C.	Mayor	Marion	Barry	
in	1978	and	1982.	He	also	served	as	a	legislative	assistant	for	Senator	
Edward	Brooke	and	Congressman	Walter	E.	Fauntroy.	An	attorney	and	
businessman,	he	was	also	active	in	the	1970s	campaigns	to	establish	home	
rule	for	Washington,	D.C.	before	becoming	ambassador	to	South	Africa.370		

	
	
	
	

§ 1979-Anne	F.	Holloway	(Mali)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Mali	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	she	remained	in	this	role	until	1981.	She	
earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	African	Studies	from	Howard	University	in	1968	
and	a	doctoral	degree	from	Union	Institute	&	University	in	1975.	She	then	
worked	for	Congressman	Andrew	Young,	first	as	a	part	time	staffer	then	
as	staff	director	when	he	became	ambassador	to	the	United	Nations.371	
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§ 1979-Horace	G.	Dawson	(HM)	(Botswana)	is	appointed	ambassador	

to	Botswana	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	office	
until	1983.	As	ambassador,	he	worked	to	end	apartheid	in	South	Africa.	
He	earned	a	Ph.D.	in	communications	from	the	University	of	Iowa	in	
1961,	and	he	joined	the	U.S.	Information	Agency	at	the	urging	of	director	
Edward	R.	Murrow.372	

	

	

	

§ 1979-Donald	McHenry	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	
permanent	representative	to	the	United	Nations	with	the	rank	of	
ambassador	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	that	role	
until	1981.	He	earned	an	M.A.	degree	from	Southern	Illinois	University	
in	1959	and	worked	for	the	U.S.	Department	of	State	in	its	Office	of	
Dependent	Area	Affairs	before	joining	the	transition	team	of	President-
elect	Jimmy	Carter	in	1976.	President	Bill	Clinton	then	appointed	him	
special	envoy	to	Nigeria	from	1994	to	1996.373	

	

	

§ 1970-Gwen	Cherry	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	Florida	House	of	
Representatives,	making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	to	serve	
in	the	state	legislature.	She	introduced	the	Equal	Rights	Amendment	
and	the	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	state	holiday	legislation	to	the	Florida	
legislature.374	
		

§ 1970-Basil	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	leaves	his	state	senate	seat	
to	run	for	lieutenant	governor	of	New	York	as	the	running	mate	of	
former	U.S.	Supreme	Court	justice	Arthur	Goldberg.	They	lost	to	
incumbents	Governor	Nelson	Rockefeller	and	Lieutenant	Governor	
Malcolm	Wilson.375		

	
	

§ 1971-James	E.	Clyburn	(HM)	(South	Carolina)	becomes	a	member	of	
Governor	John	C.	West’s	staff,	making	him	the	first	African	American	
advisor	to	a	governor	of	South	Carolina.	He	previously	worked	on	St.	
Julian	Devine’s	1969	campaign	for	the	Charleston	City	Council	and,	in	
1974,	he	was	appointed	Commissioner	of	South	Carolina’s	Human	
Affairs	Office	by	Governor	West	(where	he	remained	until	running	for	
Congress	in	1992).376		
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1971-Harold	Ford,	Sr.	(Tennessee)	is	elected	to	the	Tennessee	House	
of	Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	1975.	He	earned	a	B.S.	
degree	from	Tennessee	State	University	in	1967	and	M.B.A.	degree	from	
Howard	University	in	1982.	After	joining	the	family	mortuary	business,	
he	ran	for	local	political	office	and	capitalized	on	his	family’s	
prominence	in	the	community,	going	back	through	several	generations	
of	politicians.377		
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§ 1971-Cynthia	Delores	Tucker	(Pennsylvania)	becomes	the	first	
black	female	Pennsylvania	secretary	of	state	upon	appointment	by	
Governor	Milton	Shapp.378		
	

§ 1972-Barbara	Jordan	(Texas)	is	elected	president	pro	tempore	of	
the	Texas	senate,	making	her	the	first	black	woman	in	America	to	
preside	over	a	legislative	body.	In	that	role,	she	served	as	acting	
governor	of	Texas	for	one	day,	June	10,	1972,	when	the	governor	and	
lieutenant	governor	were	out	of	the	state.	While	largely	ceremonial,	this	
made	her	the	first	African	American	woman	in	the	nation	to	serve	as	a	
state	governor	(excluding	lieutenant	governors).379	

	
	

§ 1972-Lois	DeBerry	(Tennessee)	is	elected	to	the	Tennessee	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	office	until	her	death	in	2013.	She	was	
the	second	African	American	woman	to	serve	in	the	state	legislature	
and	the	first	woman	to	serve	as	the	speaker	pro	tempore	of	the	House	
(1987-2010).	She	was	also	the	first	woman	president	of	the	National	
Black	Caucus	of	State	Legislators	from	1994	to	1999.380	
	
	
	
	

§ 1973-Roland	Burris	(HM)	(Illinois)	becomes	director	of	the	Illinois	
State	Department	of	General	Services	in	the	cabinet	of	Governor	
Daniel	Walker.	He	was	a	1963	graduate	of	Howard	University	Law	
School.381	

	
	

§ 1973-Julia	Carson	(Indiana)	is	elected	to	the	Indiana	legislature,	
serving	in	the	House	from	1973	to	1977	and	the	Senate	from	1977	to	
1990.	A	single	mother	who	worked	as	a	secretary	for	the	United	Auto	
Workers,	she	entered	politics	in	the	1960s	by	working	in	the	office	of	
Indiana	Representative	Andrew	“Andy”	Jacobs,	Jr.,	who	encouraged	
her	to	run	for	the	state	legislature.382			
	

§ 1973-Eddie	Bernice	Johnson	(HM)	(Texas)	is	the	first	African	
American	woman	elected	to	public	office	from	Dallas	when	she	is	
elected	to	the	Texas	legislature,	first	to	the	House	of	Representatives	
from	1973	to	1977	and	then	to	the	Senate	from	1987	to	1993.	She	also	
became	the	first	woman	in	Texas	to	lead	a	major	house	committee	
when	she	chaired	the	Labor	Committee.383		

	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1973-Wellington	Webb	(HM)	(Colorado)	is	elected	to	the	Colorado	

House	of	Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	1977.384	
	

§ 1975-Mervyn	M.	Dymally	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	lieutenant	
governor	of	California	alongside	Governor	Jerry	Brown	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1979,	making	him	the	first	African	American	in	
this	role	in	California	and	the	second	African	American	to	hold	statewide	
office	in	California	after	Wilson	Riles	(California	Superintendent	of	
Public	Instruction,	1971-1983).	He	focused	on	energy	and	
environmental	problems	as	well	as	equal	rights	for	women.385	
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§ 1976-Maxine	Waters	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	
State	Assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	1990.	She	entered	politics	as	
the	chief	deputy	to	Los	Angeles	city	councilman	David	S.	Cunningham,	
Jr.	in	1973.	In	the	assembly,	she	supported	divesting	state	pension	funds	
from	any	businesses	active	in	South	Africa,	which	operated	under	
apartheid.386	

	
	

§ 1977-Wellington	Webb	(HM)	(Colorado)	is	selected	by	President	
Jimmy	Carter	to	serve	as	the	regional	director	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	
Health,	Education,	and	Welfare,	and	he	remained	in	this	role	until	
1981.387	
	

§ 1977-Sanford	D.	Bishop,	Jr.	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	Georgia	House	
of	Representatives	from	1997	to	1991	and	then	serves	in	the	Georgia	
Senate	from	1991	to	1993.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Emory	
University	Law	School	in	1971	and	then	served	in	the	army	before	
opening	a	private	practice.388		
	

§ 1977-Eddie	Bernice	Johnson	(HM)	(Texas)	is	appointed	the	regional	
director	for	the	Department	of	Health,	Education,	and	Welfare	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter,	making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	
in	this	role.	She	earned	a	B.A.	degree	in	nursing	from	Texas	Christian	
University	and	was	the	first	black	chief	psychiatric	nurse	at	the	Dallas	
Veterans	Administration	Hospital.389		
	

§ 1977-The	National	Black	Caucus	of	State	Legislators	(Nashville,	TN)	is	
founded	by	a	group	of	eighteen	black	state	legislators	to	represent	and	serve	
the	interests	of	African	American	state	legislators.	They	formed	the	NBCSL	in	
response	to	racism	within	the	National	Conference	of	State	Legislatures	
and	to	counteract	efforts	by	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigations	to	
delegitimize	black	political	elites.	Michigan	Representative	Matthew	
McNeely	served	as	the	first	president	and	founding	members	included	
Maryland	Senator	Tommie	Broadwater,	Ohio	Senator	C.	J.	McLin,	and	New	
York	Representative	Arthur	Eve.390	

	
	

§ 1977-Howard	Nathaniel	Lee	(Chapel	Hill,	NC)	is	appointed	secretary	
of	the	North	Carolina	Department	of	Natural	Resources	and	Community	
Development	by	Governor	Jim	Hunt	and	remained	in	the	position	until	
1981.391		

	

	

	

	
§ 1978-Carol	Moseley	Braun	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	Illinois	

house	of	representatives	and	serves	in	that	role	for	ten	years,	serving	as	
the	first	African	American	assistant	majority	leader.	A	1972	graduate	of	
the	University	of	Chicago	School	of	Law,	she	worked	as	a	prosecutor	in	
the	office	of	the	U.S.	Attorney	in	Chicago	from	1973	to	1977.392	
	

§ 1978-Roland	Burris	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	comptroller	for	Illinois	
and	remained	in	the	position	until	1991,	making	him	the	first	African	
American	elected	to	statewide	office	in	Illinois.393		
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§ 1978-Diane	Watson	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	Senate	
where	she	serves	from	1978	to	1990	and	again	from	1994	to	1998.	She	
was	the	first	African	American	woman	to	serve	in	the	California	state	
legislature.	While	earning	a	B.A.	degree	(1956)	in	education	from	the	
University	of	California,	Los	Angeles,	she	became	friends	with	fellow	
future	congresswoman	Yvonne	Braithwaite	Burke,	and	she	later	
earned	a	doctorate	in	education	from	Claremont	Graduate	University	
(1986).394	
		

§ 1979-Basil	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	secretary	of	state	of	New	York.395		
	

§ 1979-Velvalea	“Vel”	Phillips	(HM)	(Wisconsin)	is	elected	secretary	
of	state	of	Wisconsin	and	remained	in	office	until	1983,	making	her	the	
first	woman	and	the	first	African	American	elected	to	this	role.	She	
earned	an	L.L.B.	degree	from	the	University	of	Wisconsin-Madison	Law	
School	in	1951	and,	in	1971,	became	the	first	black	judge	in	
Wisconsin.396	

	
	

§ 1979-Carolyn	Cheeks	Kilpatrick	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	
Michigan	House	of	Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	1996.	
She	is	succeeded	by	her	son,	Kwame	Kilpatrick,	who	later	becomes	
mayor	of	Detroit	(2002-2008).397		

	

	
§ 1970-A.	Price	Woodard,	Jr.	(Wichita,	KS),	an	attorney	and	member	of	

the	city	commission,	is	appointed	mayor	as	fellow	commissioners	hope	
he	can	help	stem	riots	related	to	racial	tensions.	This	made	Woodard	
the	first	African	American	appointed	mayor	of	Wichita,	Kansas.398	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1970-Robert	C.	Caldwell	(Salina,	KS),	a	local	teacher	and	city	

commissioner,	is	elected	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	Salina,	
Kansas.	Caldwell	served	a	second	term	(1971-1972)	and	third	term	
(1975)	as	mayor	before	his	1976	election	to	the	Kansas	legislature.	He	
was	active	within	the	NAACP	as	well	as	local	civil	rights	and	human	
rights	organizations.399	
	
	
	

§ 1970-Kenneth	A.	Gibson	(HM)	(Newark,	NJ)	becomes	the	first	
African	American	elected	mayor	of	Newark,	New	Jersey	or	any	major	
city	in	the	northeast.	Gibson,	who	worked	as	an	engineer	for	the	state,	
came	to	office	three	years	after	the	city	experienced	a	series	of	race	
riots	in	1967. 	
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§ 1970-Maynard	Jackson	(Atlanta,	GA)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	vice-mayor	of	Atlanta,	Georgia	and	remained	in	office	for	
four	years.	He	graduated	from	Morehouse	College	(an	HBCU)	in	1956	
before	earning	a	law	degree	from	North	Carolina	Central	University	
in	1964.400	
	

§ 1970-James	Howell	“Jim”	McGee	(Dayton,	OH)	becomes	the	first	
African	American	mayor	of	Dayton,	Ohio	upon	appointment	by	the	city	
commission,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1982,	making	him	the	
city’s	longest-tenured	mayor	(as	of	2020).	A	1948	graduate	of	Ohio	
State	University	Moritz	College	of	Law,	he	worked	with	the	NAACP	
on	civil	rights	cases	before	entering	politics	as	an	assistant	to	Rodney	
M.	Love	of	Ohio	and	serving	as	city	commissioner	of	Dayton	beginning	in	
1967.	401	

	
	

§ 1971-Walter	Scott	Taylor	(Englewood,	NJ)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Englewood,	New	Jersey.	Taylor	was	a	pastor	within	the	
United	Methodist	Church	and	the	publisher	of	The	Torchbearer,	a	
community	newspaper.	In	the	1950s,	he	led	a	chapter	of	the	NAACP	and	lead	
efforts	to	integrate	the	schools	in	Englewood.402	
	

§ 1971-Eugene	Sawyer	(HM)	(Chicago,	IL)	is	elected	alderman	for	
Chicago’s	6th	Ward	and	remained	in	office	until	1987,	when	he	
becomes	mayor.	He	defeated	A.A.	“Sammy”	Rayner	(a	civil	rights	
leader	investigated	by	the	FBI	for	connections	to	black	power	groups	
who	was	elected	to	the	city	council	in	1967),	and	his	election	was	part	
of	the	efforts	of	the	Daley	machine	(administration	of	Mayor	Richard	
J.	Daley)	to	shift	the	city	to	the	Democratic	Party.	He	graduated	from	
Alabama	State	University	in	1956,	where	his	fraternity,	Alpha	Phi	
Alpha,	provided	security	for	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	during	the	1955	
Montgomery	bus	boycott.	By	1987,	he	was	the	longest	serving	black	
alderman	on	the	city	council.403		

	
	

§ 1971-Marion	Barry	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	as	the	at-large	
member	of	the	school	board,	defeating	incumbent	Anita	L.	Allen	and	
reorganizing	the	school	system’s	finances	(including	raises	for	
teachers).404	
	

§ 1972-James	R.	Ford	(HM)	(Tallahassee,	FL)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Tallahassee,	Florida	and	first	African	American	
mayor	of	a	state	capital.	A	graduate	of	Florida	A&M	University	(an	
HBCU),	Ford	worked	as	a	teacher	and	administrator,	presiding	over	the	
county’s	first	integrated	school	staff.		
	
	

	

§ 1972-Ted	Berry	(Cincinnati,	OH)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
mayor	of	Cincinnati,	Ohio.	Berry	was	admitted	to	the	Ohio	bar	in	1932	
after	graduating	from	the	University	of	Cincinnati	Law	School.	He	
served	as	the	president	of	the	local	branch	of	the	NAACP	from	1932	to	
1946.	And	he	became	the	first	black	assistant	prosecuting	attorney	for	
Hamilton	County	in	1938.	
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§ 1972-Johnny	Ford	(HM)	(Tuskegee,	AL)	is	elected	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Tuskegee,	Alabama	and	remained	in	office	until	
1996.	Prior	to	his	tenure	as	mayor,	he	managed	Fred	Gray’s	campaign	
for	the	Alabama	house,	worked	in	the	Montgomery	office	of	the	U.S.	
Department	of	Justice	to	ensure	compliance	with	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	
1964	and	the	Voting	Rights	Act	of	1965.	He	served	as	a	
representative	in	the	state	legislature	(1998-2004)	before	later	again	
becoming	mayor	from	2004	to	2008	and	from	2012	to	2016.	He	
cofounded	the	Southern	Conference	of	Black	Mayors	(later	the	
National	Conference	of	Black	Mayors).405	
	

§ 1972-A.J.	Cooper,	Jr.	(HM)	(Prichard,	AL)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Prichard,	Alabama	and	serves	two	terms.	He	was	the	first	black	mayor	of	
Prichard	and	the	first	African	American	to	defeat	a	white	incumbent	in	the	
state	of	Alabama.	He	co-founded	and	served	as	the	first	president	of	the	
National	Conference	of	Black	Mayors.406		

	
	

§ 1973-Clarence	Lightner	(Raleigh,	NC)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	elected	mayor	of	Raleigh,	North	Carolina.	A	veteran	of	WWII,	
Lightner	completed	a	degree	in	mortuary	science	and	was	a	member	of	
the	NAACP.	He	was	a	member	of	an	informal	community	group	known	
as	the	“Oval	Table	Gang”	who	regularly	met	to	“discuss	strategies	to	
desegregate	Raleigh	schools,	plan	demonstrations,	and	assist	black	
candidates	for	public	office.”407		

	

	

	
§ 1973-Coleman	Young	(Detroit,	MI)	becomes	the	first	African	American	

elected	mayor	of	Detroit,	Michigan.	Young	served	five	terms	as	mayor	
between	1973	and	1994,	focusing	on	issues	that	such	as	police	violence,	
community	policing,	affirmative	action,	racial	divisions	between	city	and	
suburbs,	and	economic	revitalization.408		
	

§ 1973-Maynard	Jackson	(Atlanta,	GA),	a	lawyer,	is	elected	mayor	of	
Atlanta,	Georgia,	becoming	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	a	major	
southern	city.	He	oversaw	several	major	public-works	projects,	including	
the	upgrade	of	the	then-William	B.	Hartsfield	Atlanta	International	
Airport,	and	ensured	that	minority	and	women-owned	businesses	
participated	in	these	projects.	He	was	also	mayor	when	the	Metropolitan	
Atlanta	Rapid	Transit	Authority	began	construction	with	the	assistance	of	
federal	funding,	and	Atlanta	was	selected	as	the	host	for	the	1996	Summer	
Olympic	Games.409	

	
	

§ 1973-Thomas	“Tom”	Bradley	(Los	Angeles,	CA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Los	
Angeles,	making	him	the	first	African	American	elected	mayor	of	a	major	
western	city.	In	office	from	1973	until	1993,	Bradley	had	the	longest	tenure	
as	mayor	in	the	city’s	history.	Bradley	worked	as	a	police	officer	prior	to	his	
political	career.	
	

§ 1973-Lelia	Foley	(Taft,	OK)	becomes	the	first	African	American	woman	
mayor	when	elected	by	the	all-black	town	of	Taft,	OK.410	After	losing	her	run	
for	the	local	school	board,	Foley,	a	single	mother	surviving	on	welfare,	
knocked	on	every	door	in	town	until	she	gained	enough	support	to	become	
mayor.		
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§ 1973-Doris	A.	Davis	(Compton,	CA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Compton,	
California,	becoming	the	first	African	American	woman	mayor	of	a	major	
satellite	city.	After	earning	an	MA	in	educational	administration	from	
Northwestern	University,	Davis	became	the	city	clerk	of	Compton,	CA.		
	

§ 1974-The	National	Conference	of	Black	Mayors	(Fayette,	MS),	
originally	named	the	Southern	Conference	of	Black	Mayors,	is	founded	
at	an	informal	meeting	in	Fayette,	Mississippi	of	thirteen	black	mayors	
newly	elected	after	the	passage	of	the	Voting	Rights	Act.411	Some	of	the	
founding	members	included:412	

A.J.	Cooper,	Jr.	(HM)	(Prichard,	AL)	

Charles	Evers	(HM)	(Fayette,	MS)	

Emmitt	Conley	(Cotton	Plant,	Arkansas) 	
Clarence	Lightner	(Raleigh,	NC)	

Johnny	Ford	(HM)	(Tuskegee,	AL)	

	

§ 1974-	Oscar	DuCongé	(Waco,	TX)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
elected	mayor	of	Waco,	Texas.	A	WWII	veteran,	DuCongé	earned	an	MA	in	
social	work	from	Atlanta	University.413		
	

§ 1975-Diane	Watson	(HM)	(Los	Angeles,	CA)	becomes	one	of	the	first	
African	American	women	elected	to	the	Los	Angeles	Unified	School	District	
Board	and	was	the	leading	proponent	of	the	controversial	court	ordered	
busing	of	students	to	end	racial	segregation.	Previously,	she	worked	as	a	
teacher,	principal,	and	health	education	specialist.	The	1963	ruling	in	
Crawford	v.	Board	of	Education	of	Los	Angeles	called	for	active	integration	
but	the	state	supreme	court	did	not	require	the	district	develop	a	plan	until	
1977,	and	subsequent	lawsuits	delayed	action	and	the	desegregation	process	
didn’t	comply	with	state	supreme	court	rulings	until	the	mid-1980s.414		

	
	

§ 1975-Marion	Barry	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	to	serve	on	the	
Council	of	the	District	of	Columbia	from	1975	to	1979,	from	1993	to	1995,	
and	from	2005	to	2014.	He	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement	while	at	
LeMoyne	College	(1958)	and	Fisk	University	(1960),	serving	as	the	first	
chairman	of	the	Student	Nonviolent	Coordinating	Committee	in	1960.	In	
1964,	he	helped	found	the	Southern	Student	Organizing	Committee.415	
	

§ 1976-Kenneth	A.	Gibson	(HM)	(New	Jersey)	becomes	first	African	
American	president	of	the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	(thirty-four	
president),	a	non-partisan	organization	of	cities	with	populations	of	30,000	
or	more.416	
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§ 1976-David	S.	Cunningham,	Jr.	(HM)	(New	York)	serves	as	the	state	
chairman	of	the	California	delegation	to	the	Democratic	National	
Committee.	He	was	elected	to	the	Los	Angeles	City	Council	in	1973,	
replacing	Tom	Bradley	who	is	elected	mayor,	and	remained	in	that	
position	until	1987.	He	served	in	air	force	in	the	1950s	and	earned	his	
M.A.	degree	in	urban	studies	from	Occidental	College	in	1973.	As	
councilman,	he	authored	legislation	creating	the	Mayor’s	Office	of	Small	
Business	Assistance,	created	a	system	of	senior	citizens	centers,	and	
chaired	the	Grants,	Housing,	and	Community	Development	
Committee.417		
	

§ 1976-Unita	Blackwell	(Mayersville,	MI)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Mayersville,	Mississippi	and	remained	in	office	until	2001,	making	her	
the	first	African	American	female	mayor	in	Mississippi.	After	fighting	
against	personal	experiences	of	voter	discrimination,	she	met	Fannie	
Lou	Hamer	in	1964	and	joined	the	Student	Nonviolent	Coordinating	
Committee	as	a	project	director,	helping	with	the	Mississippi	
Freedom	Democratic	Party,	the	introduction	of	Head	Start	in	
Mississippi,	and	then	working	with	the	National	Council	of	Negro	
Women.	As	mayor,	she	obtained	federal	funding	for	public	housing,	
police	and	fire	protection,	public	water	projects,	housing	
accommodations,	and	other	infrastructure	projects.418		
	

§ 1977-Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(HM)	(Richmond,	VA)	becomes	the	first	
African	American	mayor	of	Richmond,	Virginia	upon	election	by	the	
city	council	and	remained	in	office	until	1982.419			
	

§ 1977-Ernest	Nathan	Morial	(New	Orleans,	LA)	becomes	the	first	
African	American	mayor	of	New	Orleans,	capturing	95%	of	the	black	
vote	and	20%	of	the	white	vote.	He	remained	in	office	until	1986,	and	
his	son,	Marc	Morial	(HM),	became	mayor	of	New	Orleans	in	1994.420	

	
	

§ 1977-Lionel	J.	Wilson	(Oakland,	CA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Oakland,	
California	with	the	support	of	labor	groups,	the	Black	Panther	Party,	
and	liberal	Democrats,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	
that	city.	After	several	unsuccessful	runs	for	the	Berkeley	City	Council	
in	the	1950s,	he	became	the	first	black	judge	in	Alameda	County	in	
1960.	He	remained	mayor	until	1990,	advocating	for	civil	rights,	
affirmative	action,	and	fiscal	conservatism.421	
	

§ 1978-Basil	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	is	appointed	the	deputy	
mayor	of	New	York	City	by	Mayor	Ed	Koch.422		

	
	

§ 1978-Norman	“Norm”	Rice	(HM)	(Seattle,	WA)	is	elected	to	the	city	
council	in	Seattle,	Washington	and	remained	in	office	until	1989.	After	
earning	degrees	in	communication	and	public	administration	from	the	
University	of	Washington,	he	worked	as	a	news	reporter.423		
	

§ 1979-Richard	Arrington,	Jr.	(HM)	(Birmingham,	AL)	becomes	the	
first	African	American	mayor	of	Birmingham,	Alabama	and	remained	in	
office	until	1999.	A	professor	and	academic	administrator,	he	served	on	
the	Birmingham	city	council	from	1971	to	1979.424	

	
	

§ 1979-Marion	Barry	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	and	serves	as	
mayor	of	Washington,	D.C.	from	1979	to	1991	and	from	1995	to	1999.	A	
misdemeanor	drug	conviction	forced	him	to	step	down	as	mayor	in	1991,	
but	he	returned	to	politics	when	he	was	elected	to	the	city	council	in	1993	
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before	becoming	mayor	again	in	1995.	His	initiatives	and	concerns	as	mayor	
included	a	summer	jobs	program,	managing	the	city	budget,	and	requiring	
that	firms	doing	business	with	the	city	employ	minority	partners.425		

	

	

1980-1989	
§ 1981-Ronald	Reagan	(Illinois)	is	elected	the	40th	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	1989.	Having	opposed	the	civil	rights,	
voting	rights,	and	fair	housing	acts	of	the	1960s,	Reagan	assumed	the	
presidency	as	an	advocate	of	states’	rights	and	inadequately	enforced	civil	
rights	legislation.426	In	1982,	grassroots	lobbying	compelled	him	to	extend	
the	Voting	Rights	Act.	Reagan	vetoed	the	Civil	Rights	Restoration	Act	
(1987)	that	required	recipients	of	federal	funding	comply	with	civil	rights	
laws	in	all	areas	of	their	operation.		
	

§ 1989-George	H.	W.	Bush	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	the	41st	president	of	
the	United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	Bush	had	a	mixed	record	
on	civil	rights	legislation,	opposing	the	Civil	Rights	Act	(1964)	but	
supporting	the	Fair	Housing	Act	(1968).	As	president,	he	appointed	African	
Americans	to	government	positions,	including	General	Colin	Powell	as	the	
Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	and	Judge	Clarence	Thomas	to	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court.	
He	also	responded	to	the	1992	Rodney	King	assault	and	the	subsequent	Los	
Angeles	riots	by	calling	for	law	and	order	while	sympathizing	with	the	black	
community.	427	

	
	

§ 1980-Togo	D.	West,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	general	
counsel	of	the	Department	of	Defense	by	President	Jimmy	Carter.	A	1968	
graduate	of	Howard	Law	School,	he	previously	served	as	a	judge	in	the	
Army	and	held	several	positions	in	the	Carter	administration,	including	
general	counsel	of	the	Navy	(1977-1979)	and	special	assistant	to	the	
secretary	and	to	the	deputy	secretary	of	defense	(1979).428	
	

§ 1981-Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(HM)	(Virginia)	hosts	the	National	Conference	
on	the	Black	Agenda,	which	attracts	1,500	African	American	state,	local,	
and	federal	officials.	

 
	

§ 1981-Parren	J.	Mitchell	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	chairman	of	
the	House	Small	Business	Committee	and	remained	in	that	post	until	
1987.429	
	

§ 1981-Harold	Washington	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	until	1983.	He	
supported	funding	for	social	programs	and	extending	the	Voting	Rights	
Act.430	 								Harold	Washington	
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§ 1981-Samuel	Pierce	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	eighth	secretary	
of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	by	President	Ronald	Reagan.	He	was	
Reagan’s	only	black	cabinet	member	and,	after	he	left	office	in	1989,	a	
federal	investigation	found	political	favoritism	and	trading	of	influence	in	the	
department	during	his	tenure.	He	graduated	from	New	York	University	
School	of	Law	in	1952	and	worked	in	private	practice	and	as	an	assistant	U.S.	
attorney	in	New	York.431	
	

§ 1981-Mervyn	M.	Dymally	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	
heavily	advocated	for	international	human	rights	and	economic	
development,	with	a	particular	focus	on	Africa	and	the	Caribbean.	He	chaired	
the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	from	1987	to	1989.432		

	
	

§ 1981-August	“Gus”	Savage	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	
primarily	focused	on	the	rights	of	African	American	and	improving	living	
conditions	in	Chicago,	and	he	proved	to	be	one	of	the	more	outspoken	
members	of	the	House.	He	faced	criticism	for	antisemitic	language	and	a	
sexual	misconduct	charge	but	remained	in	office	until	he	lost	to	Mel	
Reynolds	in	the	1992	election.433	

	

	
§ 1983-Ronald	V.	Dellums	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	chairman	

of	the	influential	Subcommittee	on	Military	Installations	and	Armed	
Services.	He	was	a	founder	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus.434		

	

	
	

§ 1983-Charles	Hayes	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	was	a	
trade	unionist	who	worked	with	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	and	the	Southern	
Christian	Leadership	Council	in	Chicago	and	he	helped	found	the	
Coalition	of	Black	Trade	Unionists	in	the	1970s.	He	brought	these	
concerns	about	civil	rights	and	labor	rights	to	Congress,	authoring	the	
Dropout	Prevention	and	Reentry	Act,	sponsoring	bills	related	to	
unemployment,	and	protesting	at	the	South	African	Embassy	in	
Washington,	D.C.435	
	

§ 1984-The	National	Black	Women’s	Political	Caucus	(Washington,	D.C.)	
is	established	by	Congresswoman	Shirley	Chisholm	and	Cynthia	Delores	
Tucker,	and	soon	thereafter	changes	its	name	to	the	National	Congress	of	
Black	Women	after	conflict	with	the	National	Black	Women’s	Political	
Leadership	Caucus	(of	which	Tucker	was	a	fouvnder).436		

	
	

§ 1984-Marion	Barry	(HM)	(San	Francisco,	CA)	gives	the	presidential	
nomination	speech	for	Jesse	Jackson	at	the	1984	Democratic	National	
Convention.437		
	

§ 1984-Alexis	Herman	(Washington,	D.C.?)	manages	the	convention	teams	
for	Jesse	Jackson’s	campaigns	for	the	Democratic	Party’s	presidential	
nominations	in	1984	and	1988.438	
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§ 1985-William	H.	Gray	III	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	U.S.	Representative	
for	Pennsylvania,	becomes	the	first	African	American	chair	of	the	House	
Budget	Committee	and	remained	in	the	role	until	1989.439	
	

§ 1985-National	Organization	of	Black	Elected	Women	(NOBEL	Women)	
(Philadelphia,	PA)	(or	National	Organization	of	Black	Elected	
Legislative	Women)	is	founded	by	California	State	Senator	Diane	Watson	
as	a	non-profit,	non-partisan	organization	dedicated	to	increasing	and	
promoting	black	women	in	government.	NOBEL	Women	is	part	of	the	
larger	organization,	the	National	Black	Caucus	of	State	Legislators.440	
	

§ 1986-Congressional	Black	Caucus	Foundation	(Washington,	D.C.)	
establishes	an	internship	program	to	help	future	black	leaders	gain	
experience	working	in	public	service.441		

	
	

§ 1987-Louis	Stokes	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	chair	of	the	
House	Intelligence	Committee	and	remained	in	office	until	1989.442		
	

§ 1987-General	Colin	Powell	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
sixteenth	U.S.	National	Security	Advisor	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	
and	he	remained	in	office	until	1989.	He	was	the	first	African	American	
in	this	role.	He	joined	the	Reserve	Officers’	Training	Corps	(ROTC)	while	
a	student	at	City	College	of	New	York	in	1958,	and	he	ultimately	had	a	
thirty-five-year	military	career	and	retired	as	a	Four-Star	U.S.	Army	
General.443		
	
	
	
	

§ 1987-Alphonson	Michael	“Mike”	Espy	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	
U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	Mississippi	and	remained	in	office	
until	1993,	making	him	the	first	black	Congressman	from	Mississippi	
since	John	R.	Lynch	(1882-1883).	He	graduated	with	a	J.D.	degree	from	
the	University	of	Santa	Clara	in	1978	and	worked	as	an	attorney	and	in	
various	government	offices	throughout	the	1980s.	While	in	Congress,	he	
embraced	centrist	politics	and	focused	on	economic	development	and	
securing	aid	for	farmers	in	his	rural	district.444	

	
	
	

	
§ 1987-Floyd	H.	Flake	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	New	York	and	remained	in	office	until	1997.	He	
was	a	minister	at	Allen	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Cathedral	in	
Brooklyn,	New	York	from	1976	to	1986.	While	in	Congress,	he	focused	on	
urban	renewal	projects,	community	development	plans,	and	supported	
the	Congressional	Black	Caucus.445	
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§ 1987-Kweisi	Mfume	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Maryland	and	serves	from	1987	to	1996	and	is	re-
elected	in	2020	to	fill	the	vacancy	after	the	death	of	Elijah	Cummings.	He	
was	elected	to	the	Baltimore	City	Council	in	1978	and	served	until	1986.	
In	Congress,	he	served	on	the	Banking,	Finance	and	Urban	Affairs	
Committee,	the	Small	Business	Committee,	and	the	Select	Committee	on	
Hunger.	He	was	treasurer	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	from	1987	
to	1989	and	later	served	as	its	vice	chairman.446		

	
	

	
§ 1987-John	Lewis	(HM)	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	Georgia	and	remained	in	office	until	his	death	in	
2020	from	pancreatic	cancer.	He	was	prominent	in	the	civil	rights	
movement,	chairing	the	Student	Nonviolent	Coordinating	Committee	
(1963-1966)	and	helping	organize	the	1963	March	on	Washington.447		
	
	

§ 1988-Women	in	Government	(WIG)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	founded	as	
a	non-profit,	non-partisan	organization	of	women	state	legislators	
focused	on	supporting	female	elected	officials	through	networking,	expert	
forums,	and	educational	resources.448		
	

§ 1989-William	H.	Gray	III	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	U.S.	Representative	for	
Pennsylvania,	becomes	the	first	African	American	majority	whip	and	
remained	in	the	role	until	1991.449	
	

§ 1989-Dr.	Louis	Wade	Sullivan	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
seventeenth	secretary	of	Health	and	Human	Services	by	President	George	
H.W.	Bush.	He	earned	an	M.D.	degree	from	Boston	University	School	of	
Medicine	and	was	the	founder	and	president	of	Morehouse	College	School	of	
Medicine,	which	is	why	he	met	and	became	an	advisor	to	President	Bush.450	
		

§ 1989-Ronald	“Ron”	H.	Brown	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	chair	of	the	
Democratic	National	Committee	and	remained	in	that	position	until	1993,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	to	head	a	major	U.S.	political	party.451	

	
		

§ 1989-Condoleezza	Rice	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	director	and	then	
senior	director	of	the	Soviet	and	East	European	Affairs	in	the	National	
Security	Council	during	the	George	H.	W.	Bush	administration.	She	
earned	her	Ph.D.	in	political	science	from	the	University	of	Denver	in	1981	
and	held	a	number	of	prominent	fellowships	before	teaching	(1981-1987)	
and	serving	as	provost	(1993-1999)	at	Stanford	University.452	
	

§ 1989-General	Colin	Powell	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
twelfth	Chairman	of	the	Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	by	President	George	H.	W.	
Bush	and,	later,	President	Bill	Clinton,	remaining	in	office	until	1993.	He	
was	the	first	African	American	in	this	role.	While	in	this	highest	military	
position	in	the	Department	of	Defense,	he	oversaw	twenty-eight	crises,	
including	the	1989	invasion	of	Panama	and	Operation	Desert	Storm	in	the	
Persian	Gulf	War	(1990-1991).453		
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§ 1989-Donald	M.	Payne	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	

Representatives	from	New	Jersey	and	remained	in	office	until	2012,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	from	New	Jersey	elected	to	
Congress.	He	served	as	a	chairman	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus,	
headed	a	presidential	humanitarian	mission	to	Rwanda,	brought	financial	
resources	to	his	district,	and	supported	greater	U.S.	engagement	in	Africa.	
He	was	succeeded	by	his	son,	Donald	Payne,	Jr.,	in	2012.454	
	

§ 1980-Barbara	M.	Watson	(Malaysia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Malaysia	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	
1981.	She	also	served	a	second	term	as	Assistant	Secretary	of	State	for	
Security	and	Consular	Affairs	under	the	Carter	administration	from	1977	
to	1980.455	
	

§ 1980-Walter	Carrington	(HM)	(Senegal)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Senegal	by	President	Jimmy	Carter,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
1981.	He	served	in	WWII,	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	
in	1958,	worked	on	the	1960	John	F.	Kennedy	presidential	campaign,	
and	served	in	the	Peace	Corps.456	

	
	

§ 1981-President	Ronald	Reagan	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	
appoints	an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	eighteen	times	
between	1981	and	1989.457		
	

§ 1981-Ulric	St.	Clair	Hyanes,	Jr.	(Algeria),	U.S.	ambassador	to	Algeria	
from	1977	to	1981,	is	instrumental	in	negotiations	during	the	Iranian	
Hostage	Crisis	that	led	to	the	release	of	American	hostages.458	

§ 1981-Ronald	DeWayne	Palmer	(Malaysia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Malaysia	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
1983.	He	spoke	English,	Indonesian,	French,	and	Danish.459	
	

§ 1981-Gerald	E.	Thomas	(Guyana	and	Kenya)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Guyana	by	President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	
1983,	then	becoming	ambassador	to	Kenya	from	1983	to	1989.	He	earned	
a	Ph.D.	degree	from	Yale	University	in	1973	and	served	in	the	navy	from	
1951	to	1981,	retiring	as	a	Rear	Admiral	(the	second	African	American	to	
achieve	this	rank).460	

	
	

§ 1981-John	A.	Burroughs	(Malawi)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Malawi	by	
President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1984.	In	this	role,	
he	worked	closely	with	Malawi’s	dictator	Elmo	Zumwalt	and	he	
monitored	human	rights	issues	as	refugees	fled	Mozambique	due	to	civil	
war.	He	graduated	from	the	University	of	Iowa	in	1959	and	joined	the	
Department	of	State	in	1960	where	he	served	in	a	number	of	roles	
throughout	his	career.461	
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§ 1982-Howard	K.	Walker	(Togo)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Togo	by	

President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1984.	As	
ambassador,	he	worked	to	convince	Togo	to	support	U.S.	Cold	War	policy	
against	the	Soviet	Union	on	the	United	Nation’s	Security	Council.	He	
served	in	the	air	force	(1962-1965),	earned	a	Ph.D.	degree	from	Boston	
University	in	1968,	and	became	a	foreign	service	officer	in	1969.462	

	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1982-Terrence	Todman	(Spain),	U.S.	ambassador	to	Spain,	is	

instrumental	in	the	negotiations	that	resulted	in	Spain	joining	the	North	
Atlanta	Treaty	Organization	(NATO).463	
	

§ 1982-Melvin	H.	Evans	(Trinidad	and	Tobago)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Trinidad	and	Tobago	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	and	he	remained	
in	office	until	his	death	by	heart	attack	on	November	27,	1984.464	

	
	

§ 1983-Arthur	W.	Lewis	(Sierra	Leone)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Sierra	Leone	by	President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	
his	retirement	in	1986.	After	twenty-three	years	in	the	navy,	he	became	a	
career	foreign	service	officer.	His	cousin	was	Colin	Powell,	former	
chairman	of	the	joint	chiefs	of	staff	and	former	U.S.	secretary	of	state.465		
	

§ 1983-George	E.	Moose	(Benin)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Benin	by	
President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1986.	He	
graduated	from	Grinnell	College	in	Iowa	in	1966	and	joined	the	Foreign	
Service	in	1967,	where	served	in	a	number	of	roles	until	his	retirement	in	
2004.466	

	
	

	
§ 1985-Irvin	Hicks	(Seychelles)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Seychelles	by	

President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1987.	He	joined	
the	Department	of	State	as	a	foreign	service	officer	in	1962,	where	he	
served	in	a	number	of	international	posts.	He	earned	a	B.A.	degree	from	
the	University	of	Maryland	in	1983.467		
	

§ 1985-Edward	Joseph	Perkins,	Jr.	(HM)	(Liberia	and	South	Africa)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	Liberia	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	where	he	
serves	briefly	before	being	appointed	as	ambassador	to	South	Africa	in	
1986.	A	veteran	and	foreign	service	office,	he	worked	at	the	U.S.	embassy	
in	Ghana	(1978-1981)	and	Liberia	(1981-1983)	before	becoming	director	
of	the	Office	of	West	African	Affairs	(1983-1985).468	

	
	

§ 1986-Cynthia	Shepard	Perry	(Sierra	Leone)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Sierra	Leone	by	President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	
1989.	A	Republican	and	career	diplomat,	she	also	worked	during	the	
Reagan	administration	as	the	chief	of	education	and	human	resources	for	
the	U.S.	Agency	for	International	Development	(1982-1986).	Based	on	her	
desire	to	be	an	ambassador,	she	earned	B.A.	degrees	in	political	science	
and	foreign	language	from	Indiana	State	University	in	1968	and	a	
doctorate	in	education	from	the	University	of	Massachusetts	in	1976.469	
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§ 1986-Ronald	DeWayne	Palmer	(Mauritius)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Mauritius	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
1989.470	

§ 1988-George	E.	Moose	(Senegal)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Senegal	by	
President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1991.	He	later	
served	as	the	assistant	secretary	of	state	for	African	affairs	for	the	Clinton	
administration	during	the	Rwanda	genocide.	And,	in	2002,	he	achieved	the	
rank	of	career	ambassador,	the	highest	rank	in	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service,	two	
years	before	his	retirement.471		
	

§ 1988-John	A.	Burroughs	(Uganda)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Uganda	by	
President	Ronald	Reagan	and	remained	in	office	until	1991.	He	helped	
mediate	relationships	between	Uganda	and	Rwanda	in	the	leadup	to	the	
Rwanda	Civil	War	and	Hutu	genocide	of	the	Tutsi.472		

	
	

§ 1988-Leonard	O.	Spearman,	Sr.	(Rwanda)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Rwanda	by	President	George	H.W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
1990.	He	earned	a	Ph.D.	degree	in	clinical	psychology	from	the	University	
of	Michigan	in	1960.	He	worked	as	a	professor	at	various	universities	for	
twenty	years	before	joining	what	is	now	the	Department	of	Education.473	
		

§ 1989-Cynthia	Shepard	Perry	(Burundi)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Burundi	by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
1993.	During	the	Bush	administration,	she	also	worked	as	the	executive	
director	of	the	African	Development	Bank	where	she	promoted	
microloans	for	African	women	as	a	way	to	help	reduce	poverty.474	

	
	

§ 1989-Howard	K.	Walker	(Madagascar	and	Comoros)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Madagascar	and	Comoros	by	President	George	H.W.	Bush	
and	he	remained	in	office	until	1992.	In	this	role,	he	helped	lay	the	
foundation	for	the	first	Peace	Corps	volunteers	in	the	country.475	
	

§ 1989-Ruth	Washington	(Gambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Gambia	by	
President	George	H.W.	Bush	and	confirmed	by	the	Senate	but	she	in	a	car	
accident	on	January	20,	1990	before	presenting	her	credentials	to	the	
Gambian	government.	While	not	a	member	of	the	Foreign	Service,	she	
graduated	from	New	York	University	Law	School	in	1968	and	worked	in	a	
range	of	legal	and	political	roles	in	both	city,	state,	and	national	
government.476	

	
	

§ 1989-President	George	H.	Bush	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	
appoints	an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	sixteen	times	
between	1989	and	1993.477		
	

§ 1989-Johnny	Young	(Sierra	Leone)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Sierra	
Leone	by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
1992.	He	promoted	democracy	and	economic	development	during	Sierra	
Leone’s	civil	war.	He	participated	in	Operation	Sharp	Edge,	which	
evacuated	U.S.	citizens	from	Freetown	during	the	1992	coup	led	by	
Valentine	Strasser.478	
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§ 1980-Willie	L.	Brown,	Jr.	(HM)	(California)	becomes	the	first	African	

American	speaker	of	the	California	State	Assembly	and	holds	the	position	for	
fifteen	years.	He	promoted	legislation	related	to	seat	belt	requirements,	
educational	testing	standards,	compensation	for	crime	victims,	regulation	of	
healthcare	costs,	and	civil	rights.479		
	

§ 1981-Wellington	Webb	(HM)	(Colorado)	is	appointed	the	executive	
director	of	the	Department	of	Regulatory	Agencies	by	Colorado	Governor	
Richard	Lamm,	and	he	remained	in	that	role	until	serving	as	city	auditor	
from	1987	to	1991.480	

	
	

§ 1983-Elijah	E.	Cummings	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	Maryland	House	of	
Delegates	and	remained	in	office	until	1996.	He	served	as	chairman	of	the	
Legislative	Black	Caucus	of	Maryland	and	was	the	first	African	American	
named	speaker	pro	tempore	(second	highest	position	in	the	House)	of	the	
Maryland	legislature.	A	1976	graduate	of	the	University	of	Maryland	
School	of	Law,	he	entered	politics	with	the	help	of	Lena	King	Lee,	his	
predecessor	in	the	Maryland	House.481		
	
	
	

§ 1983-Ray	Miller	(HM)	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	Ohio	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	graduated	from	Ohio	
State	University	with	a	B.S.	degree	in	political	science	(1971)	and	a	M.A.	in	
public	administration	(1973).	He	then	worked	as	a	staffer	in	the	Carter	
administration	from	1979	to	1980.	In	1988,	he	became	president	of	the	
Legislative	Black	Caucus.482	

	
	
	
	

	
§ 1983-Robert	“Bobby”	C.	Scott	(Virginia)	is	elected	to	the	Virginia	Senate	

and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	previously	served	as	a	member	of	the	
Virginia	House	of	Delegates	from	1978	to	1983.	He	sponsored	legislation	on	
healthcare,	education,	crime	prevention,	economic	development,	consumer	
protection,	and	social	services.483	

	

	

		

	

	

	
§ 1983-Chaka	Fattah	(HM)	(Pennsylvania)	is	elected	to	the	Pennsylvania	

legislature,	serving	in	the	House	from	1983	to	1988	and	in	the	Senate	from	
1989	to	1994.	At	twenty-five	years	old,	he	was	one	of	the	youngest	
politicians	elected	to	the	state	legislature.484	
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§ 1983-William	Lacy	Clay,	Jr.	(HM)	(Missouri)	is	elected	to	the	Missouri	
legislature,	serving	in	the	House	from	1983	to	1991	and	in	the	Senate	
from	1991	to	2001.	While	in	office,	he	helped	pass	Missouri’s	Hate	Crimes	
Law	and	the	Youth	Opportunities	and	Violence	Prevention	Act.485		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1984-Arthenia	L.	Joyner	(Florida)	serves	in	the	Florida	House	of	
Representatives	(2000-2006)	and	the	Florida	Senate	(2006-2016),	where	
she	serves	as	the	first	African	American	woman	minority	leader	of	the	
senate	from	2014	to	2016.	She	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement	
and	graduated	from	Florida	A&M	University	College	of	Law	in	1968.	
She	advocated	for	reducing	crime,	increasing	access	to	health	care	and	
childcare,	creating	jobs	with	fair	pay,	and	reforming	criminal	and	civil	
justice.486	

	

	
§ 1985-David	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	

senate.	He	represented	the	twenty-ninth	district	from	1985	to	2002—the	
same	seat	as	his	father,	former	New	York	Secretary	of	State	Basil	A.	
Paterson	(HM)—and	then	represented	the	thirtieth	district	from	2003	to	
2006.487	He	was	a	1983	graduate	of	Hofstra	Law	School.	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
§ 1985-Melvin	“Mel”	Watt	(HM)	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	North	

Carolina	Senate	and	remained	in	office	until	1987.	He	earned	a	law	degree	
from	Yale	Law	School	in	1970,	worked	in	private	practice,	and	managed	
the	campaigns	of	Harvey	Gantt	for	Charlotte	City	Council,	mayor	of	
Charlotte,	and	the	U.S.	Senate.488	
	
	

§ 1985-The	Black	&	Puerto	Rican	Legislative	Caucus	of	New	York	State	
(New	York)	is	founded	to	support	black	and	Puerto	Rican	legislator	and	
address	the	concerns	facing	people	of	color.	It	is	the	nonprofit	arm	of	the	
Black,	Puerto	Rican,	Hispanic	and	Asian	Legislative	Caucus.489		 	

	
	

§ 1988-Cynthia	McKinney	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	Georgia	legislature	at	
the	age	of	thirty-three.	There	she	served	alongside	her	father,	James	
Edward	“Billy”	McKinney,	who	was	elected	to	the	Georgia	legislature	from	
1973	to	2003.	While	in	office,	she	opposed	the	Gulf	War	and	worked	with	
civil	rights	leaders	to	increase	the	number	of	black	judges.	She	had	earned	a	
degree	in	international	relations	from	the	University	of	Southern	California	
in	1978.490	

	

§ 1989-Gwendolynne	“Gwen”	S.	Moore	(Wisconsin)	is	elected	to	the	
Wisconsin	legislature,	serving	in	the	Assembly	from	1989	to	1993	and	then	
in	the	Senate	from	1993	to	2005.	She	was	the	first	African	American	woman	
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elected	to	the	state	Senate	in	Wisconsin.	She	graduated	from	Marquette	
University	in	1973	with	a	B.A.	degree	in	political	science	and	then	worked	as	
a	housing	activist	and	organizer	through	AmeriCorps	VISTA.491	

	
	

§ 1980-A.	C.	Warton,	Jr.	(HM)	(Shelby	County,	TN)	is	appointed	Shelby	
County’s	Chief	Public	Defender	by	Mayor	Bill	Morris.	He	earned	his	J.D.	
degree	from	the	University	of	Mississippi	School	of	Law	in	1971	before	
working	at	the	Office	of	the	General	Council	of	the	Equal	Employment	
Opportunity	Commission	(Washington,	D.C.),	at	the	Lawyers’	Committee	for	
Civil	Rights	Under	Law	(Washington,	D.C.),	and	at	Memphis	Area	Legal	
Services	(Memphis,	TN).492	
	

§ 1980-Richard	G.	Hatcher	(HM)	(Gary,	IN)	becomes	the	38th	president	of	
the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	1980	to	1981.493	

	
	

§ 1980-W.	Wilson	Goode	(HM)	(Philadelphia,	PA)	serves	as	the	
managing	director	of	the	city	of	Philadelphia	under	Mayor	William	J.	
Green.	A	graduate	of	Morgan	State	University	and	University	of	
Pennsylvania,	he	entered	politics	by	managing	the	unsuccessful	1971	
mayoral	campaign	of	State	Representative	Anthony	Hardy	Williams.494		
	

§ 1982-Kurt	Schmoke	(HM)	(Baltimore,	MD)	is	elected	state’s	attorney	
for	Baltimore,	Maryland	and	remained	in	office	until	1987.495	

	
	

§ 1982-Lee	P.	Brown	(HM)	(Houston,	TX)	is	appointed	the	first	African	
American	police	commissioner	of	Houston	by	Mayor	Kathy	Whitmire	
and	remained	in	this	role	until	1990.	He	earned	both	a	master’s	degree	
and	a	PhD	in	criminology	from	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley	
(1968	and	1970).496		
	

§ 1982-Coleman	A.	Young	(Detroit,	MI)	becomes	the	40th	president	of	the	
United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	1982	to	1983.497	

	
	

§ 1982-Andrew	Young	(HM)	(Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Atlanta	
and	remained	in	office	until	1990.	He	ran	for	mayor	at	the	urging	of	a	
number	of	people,	including	Coretta	Scott	King,	and	defeated	Mayor	
Maynard	Jackson.	He	expanded	programs	for	awarding	city	contracts	to	
minority	and	female-owned	businesses.498	

	

	

	

	
§ 1983-Harvey	B.	Gantt	(Charlotte,	NC)	is	elected	as	the	first	African	

American	mayor	of	Charlotte,	North	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	until	
1987.	He	previously	served	on	the	Charlotte	city	council	from	1974	to	
1983.	He	later	ran	for	the	U.S.	Senate	in	1990	and	1996	but	was	not	
elected.499		
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§ 1983-Bobby	Rush	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	Chicago	City	Council	

and	remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	
movement,	joining	the	Student	Nonviolent	Coordinating	Committee	and	
co-founding	the	Illinois	Black	Panther	Party.	In	1993,	he	was	elected	to	
the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives.500		

	
	

§ 1983-Harold	Washington	(Chicago,	IL)	is	elected	mayor	of	Chicago,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	elected	as	the	city’s	mayor.	He	
increased	the	number	of	underrepresented	groups	in	city	government	
and	city	contracts.	Washington	died	unexpectedly	of	a	heart	attack	in	
office	in	1987.501		
	

§ 1985-David	N.	Dinkins	(HM)	(New	York,	NY)	is	elected	borough	president	
of	Manhattan	in	1985	and	remained	in	office	until	1989.502	

	
	

§ 1984-Johnny	Ford	(HM)	(St.	Louis,	MO)	establishes	the	World	
Conference	of	Mayors,	Inc.,	which	fosters	collaboration	between	mayors	
and	other	elected	officials	from	the	United	States,	Asia,	Africa,	and	the	
Caribbean.503		
	

§ 1984-W.	Wilson	Goode	(HM)	(Philadelphia,	PA)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania	and	remained	in	office	until	1992,	making	him	
the	first	black	mayor	of	Philadelphia.504		

	
	

§ 1985-Ernest	N.	Morial	(New	Orleans,	LA)	becomes	the	43rd	president	of	
the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	1985	to	1986.505		
	

§ 1987-Kurt	Schmoke	(HM)	(Baltimore,	MD)	becomes	the	first	elected	
African	American	mayor	of	Baltimore,	Maryland	and	remained	in	office	until	
1999.	He	defeated	Clarence	Burns,	the	first	black	mayor	of	Baltimore	who	
was	elevated	from	city	council	president	to	mayor	in	1987	when	then-Mayor	
William	Donald	Schaefer	resigned	to	serve	as	governor.506		

	
	

§ 1987-Sheila	Ann	Dixon	(Baltimore,	MD)	is	elected	the	first	African	
American	woman	on	the	city	council	of	Baltimore,	where	she	served	from	
1987	to	2007	from	1999	to	2007.	She	graduated	from	Towson	University	
with	a	B.A.	and	became	the	first	African	American	woman	to	serve	as	council	
president	degree	and	from	Johns	Hopkins	University	with	a	M.A.	degree.	
Before	entering	politics,	she	worked	as	a	teacher	and	international	trade	
specialist.507	
	

§ 1987-Eugene	Sawyer	(HM)	(Chicago,	IL)	becomes	mayor	of	Chicago	after	
the	sudden	death	of	Mayor	Harold	Washington,	and	he	remained	in	office	
until	1989.	David	Duvall	Orr	served	as	the	interim	mayor	immediately	after	
Washington’s	death,	but	the	city	council	elected	Sawyer	to	complete	the	
term.	He	ran	for	re-election	in	1989,	but	he	lost	to	Richard	M.	Daley.508	

	
		

§ 1988-Carol	Moseley	Braun	(HM)	(Cook	County,	IL)	is	elected	the	recorder	
of	deeds	for	Cook	County,	Illinois,	becoming	the	first	African	American	to	
hold	an	executive	position	in	the	county.509		
	

§ 1989-Norman	“Norm”	Rice	(HM)	(Seattle,	WA),	after	an	unsuccessful	
campaign	in	1985,	is	elected	the	first	African	American	mayor	of	Seattle	in	
1989	and	remained	in	office	until	1998.	He	served	as	president	of	the	U.S.	
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Conference	of	Mayors	(1995-1996)	and	unsuccessfully	ran	for	governor	in	
1996.510	

	
	

§ 1989-David	N.	Dinkins	(HM)	(New	York,	NY)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	New	York	City	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.511		
	

§ 1989-Alphonso	Jackson	(HM)	(Dallas,	TX)	is	named	president	and	CEO	of	
the	Housing	Authority	of	the	city	of	Dallas,	Texas,	making	him	the	first	
African	American	to	head	the	agency.	He	previously	headed	housing	
authority	departments	in	St.	Louis	and	Washington,	D.C.	In	1973,	he	earned	a	
J.D.	degree	from	Washington	University	School	of	Law.512	
	

1990-1999	
§ 1993-William	J.	Clinton	(Arkansas)	is	elected	the	42nd	president	of	the	

United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	earned	seventy-five	
percent	of	the	black	vote	in	the	presidential	election	while	supporting	
affirmative	action	and	appointing	African	Americans	to	high	profile	
government	positions,	including	cabinet	secretaries	that	included	Mike	
Espy,	Ron	Brown,	Alexis	Herman,	Rodney	E.	Slater,	Hazel	R.	O’Leary,	
Jesse	Brown,	and	Togo	D.	West,	Jr.	He	is	also	known	for	the	passage	of	
1994	crime	bill	and	1996	welfare	reform	bill	that	ultimately	hurt	African	
American	communities.513	
	

§ 1990-Eleanor	Holmes	Norton	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	as	a	
Democratic	delegate	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	Washington,	
D.C.’s	at-large	district	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	Donna	Brazile	was	
her	campaign	manager.514	
	

§ 1991-Maxine	Waters	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	She	was	
active	on	a	number	of	issues	including	affirmative	action,	community	
development,	women’s	health,	and	welfare	reform.	She	chaired	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus	from	1997	to	1999.515		

	
	

§ 1991-Barbara-Rose	Collins	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Michigan	after	the	death	of	her	husband,	
Congressman	George	Collins,	in	a	plane	crash,	and	she	remained	in	office	
until	1997.	While	in	Congress,	she	focused	on	addressing	crime,	poverty,	
unemployment,	homelessness,	and	violence.	Concerns	about	her	violating	
house	rule	and	federal	law	contributed	to	her	electoral	defeat	in	the	1996	
primary.	She	had	a	long	record	of	service	in	local	and	state	government,	
including	serving	on	the	Detroit	school	board	(1971-1973),	the	Michigan	
House	of	Representatives	(1975-1981),	and	the	Detroit	City	Council	(1981-
1991).516	
	

§ 1991-Mervyn	M.	Dymally	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	to	serve	as	a	representative	to	the	United	Nations.517	

	
	

§ 1991-Louis	Stokes	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	chair	of	the	
House	Ethics	Committee	and	remained	in	office	until	1993.518	
	

§ 1991-William	H.	Gray	III	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	U.S.	Representative	for	
Pennsylvania,	surprises	the	political	community	by	resigning	from	office	to	
head	the	United	Negro	College	Fund.519	
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§ 1991-William	J.	Jefferson	(HM)	(Louisiana)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Louisiana	and	remained	in	office	until	2009,	making	
him	the	first	African	American	congressman	from	the	state	since	
Reconstruction.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Harvard	Law	School,	worked	as	
a	legislative	assistant	to	Louisiana	Senator	J.	Bennett	Johnston,	and	served	in	
the	Louisiana	Senate	from	1980	to	1991.	He	was	indicted	on	sixteen	counts	
of	corruption	for	racketeering	and	money	laundering,	and	he	was	sentenced	
to	thirteen	years	in	prison.520	
	

§ 1992-Eva	M.	Clayton	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	North	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	until	2003,	
making	her	the	first	black	woman	from	North	Carolina	elected	to	Congress.	
She	previously	worked	in	state	government	and	served	as	a	member	and	
chair	of	the	Warren	County,	North	Carolina	Board	of	Commissioners	from	
1982	to	1992.	While	in	Congress,	she	focused	on	the	rural	and	agricultural	
issues	facing	her	district.521	

	
	

§ 1992-Alexis	Herman	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	vice	chair	of	
the	1992	Democratic	National	Convention	after	serving	as	chief	of	staff	to	
the	Democratic	National	Committee	Chairman	Ronald	H.	Brown.	
522			

	

§ 1993-Alphonson	Michael	“Mike”	Espy	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	
U.S.	Secretary	of	Agriculture	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	making	him	the	first	
African	American	in	this	role.	He	resigned	in	1994	when	Independent	
Counsel	Donald	Smaltz	began	investigating	him	for	ethics	violations.	In	1997,	
he	was	indicted	for	bribery	and	fraud	but,	the	next	year,	was	acquitted	of	all	
charges.523		
	

§ 1993-Jesse	Brown	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	Secretary	of	
Veteran	Affairs	by	President	Bill	Clinton.	In	this	role,	he	reengineered	the	
healthcare	system,	created	more	health	services	for	women,	and	developed	
programs	for	homeless	veterans.	A	Vietnam	veteran,	he	became	the	first	
black	executive	director	of	the	Bureau	of	the	Disabled	American’s	
Veterans.524		

	
	

§ 1993-Eddie	Bernice	Johnson	(HM)	(Texas)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Texas	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	While	in	
Congress,	she	supported	legislation	to	improve	healthcare,	the	environment,	
civil	rights,	women’s	issues,	and	science	research	and	education.	She	chaired	
the	Committee	on	Science	and	Technology	and,	in	2001,	chaired	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus.525	
	

§ 1993-Sanford	D.	Bishop,	Jr.	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Georgia	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	is	a	
member	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	the	Blue	Dog	Coalition,	
which	seeks	to	move	the	Democratic	Party	further	to	the	right.	He	has	
supported	agricultural	initiatives	that	reflect	the	interest	of	his	district,	voted	
in	favor	of	the	Iraq	War,	and	an	August	2020	embezzlement	investigation	
from	the	Office	of	Congressional	Ethics.526	

	
	

§ 1993-Corrine	Brown	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	2017.	That	year,	Brown,	Alcee	
Hastings,	and	Carrie	Meeks	became	the	first	three	African	Americans	
elected	to	Congress	from	Florida	since	Reconstruction.	Inspired	to	enter	
politics	by	her	mentor	Gwen	Cherry,	she	served	in	the	Florida	House	of	
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Representatives	from	1982	to	1992,	advocated	for	civil	rights,	brought	
federal	programs	to	her	district,	and	was	vice	chair	of	the	Congressional	
Black	Caucus	(2005-2007).	In	2017,	she	was	convicted	of	18	counts	of	mail	
and	wire	fraud,	conspiracy,	obstruction,	and	filing	false	tax	returns,	and	she	
was	sentenced	to	five	years	in	prison.527	
	

§ 1993-Alcee	Hastings	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Florida	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	was	
appointed	a	U.S.	district	judge	for	the	southern	district	of	Florida	by	
President	Jimmy	Carter	in	1979	but	was	impeached	in	1989	for	perjury	
and	corruption.	While	in	Congress,	he	has	advocated	for	gun	control,	
affordable	health	care,	Head	Start,	environmental	justice,	and	supported	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus.528	

	
	

§ 1993-James	E.	Clyburn	(HM)	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	
of	Representatives	from	South	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	
has	served	as	the	House	Majority	Whip	(2007-2011,	2019-,	which	makes	him	
the	third	ranking	Democrat	in	Congress	behind	Nancy	Pelosi	and	Steny	
Hoyer),	House	Assistant	Democratic	Leader	(2011-2019),	Chair	of	the	House	
Democratic	Conference	(2006-2007),	and	Vice	Chair	of	the	Democratic	
Conference	(2003-2006).	As	a	leader	among	Democrats	in	Congress,	he	
supports	a	liberal	agenda	that	includes	civil	rights,	women’s	rights,	
supporting	education,	expanding	childcare,	and	increasing	minimum	
wages.529	
	

§ 1993-Cynthia	McKinney	(Georgia)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Georgia	from	1993	to	2003	and	from	2005	to	2007,	
making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	from	Georgia	to	serve	in	
Congress.	While	in	Congress,	she	opposed	the	Gulf	War,	spoke	against	human	
rights	abuses,	supported	abortion,	and	worked	for	gun	control.530	

	
	

§ 1993-Carrie	M.	Meek	(HM)	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Florida	and	remained	in	office	until	2003,	making	her	
the	first	African	American	elected	to	Congress	since	Reconstruction.	While	in	
Congress,	she	advocated	for	election	reform,	women’s	rights,	civil	rights,	and	
health	care	reform.	She	previously	served	in	the	Florida	House	from	1979	to	
1982	and	was	the	first	African	American	woman	to	serve	in	the	Florida	
Senate	from	1982	to	1992.531	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

§ 1993-Mel	Reynolds	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	until	1995.	He	resigned	
his	seat	after	he	was	convicted	of	twelve	counts	of	sexual	assault,	obstruction	
of	justice,	and	solicitation	of	child	pornography.532		

	
	

§ 1993-Bobby	Rush	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	has	
chaired	the	Committee	on	Energy	and	Commerce	and	co-chaired	the	
Congressional	Biotech	Caucus.533		
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§ 1993-Robert	“Bobby”	C.	Scott	(Virginia)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	him	the	second	
African	American	elected	to	Congress	from	Virginia	after	John	Mercer	
Langston	in	the	1880s.	He	has	supported	healthcare	access,	minimum	wage	
increases,	and	LGBTQ	rights.	In	January	2019,	he	became	the	chair	of	the	
House	Education	Committee.534		

	
	

§ 1993-Melvin	“Mel”	Watt	(HM)	(North	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	from	North	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	until	
2014.	While	in	Congress,	he	supported	federal	welfare,	advocated	for	African	
American	communities,	helped	extend	the	Voting	Rights	Act,	and	defended	
civil	liberties.	In	2004,	he	was	elected	chairman	of	the	Congressional	Black	
Caucus.535	 
 

§ 1993-Bennie	G.	Thompson	(Mississippi)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	After	earning	M.S.	and	
M.A.	degrees	from	Jackson	State	University	in	1972,	he	used	his	prior	
experience	as	an	alderman	to	run	for	mayor	of	Bolton,	Mississippi.	He	was	
then	elected	to	the	Hinds	County	Board	of	Supervisors	in	1980	before	
running	for	Congress.	He	has	supported	civil	rights,	education,	and	
healthcare	reform.536	

	
	
	
	
	

§ 1993-Dr.	Joycelyn	Elders	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
fifteenth	surgeon	general	of	the	United	States	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	
she	remained	in	office	until	1994.	She	earned	her	M.D.	and	M.S.	degrees	from	
the	University	of	Arkansas	(1960,	1967),	and,	in	1987,	was	appointed	
director	of	the	Arkansas	Department	of	Health	by	Governor	Bill	Clinton.537	
	

§ 1993-Ronald	“Ron”	H.	Brown	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
thirtieth	U.S.	Secretary	of	Commerce	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	
remained	in	office	until	1996,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	serve	
in	this	role.	He	advocated	for	the	Clinton	administration’s	goals	for	free	train	
and	increased	demand	for	U.S.	exports	in	new	markets.	He	died	in	a	plane	
crash	in	Croatia	on	April	3,	1996.538	
	

§ 1993-Hazel	R.	O’Leary	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	seventh	
U.S.	Secretary	of	Energy	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	
until	1997,	making	her	the	first	woman	and	the	first	African	American	to	
hold	this	position.	“As	secretary,	O’Leary	changed	the	department’s	Office	of	
Classification	to	the	Office	of	Declassification,	initiated	an	aggressive	clean-
up	of	surplus	plutonium,	created	an	Openness	Advisory	Panel,	and	
encouraged	the	Clinton	administration	to	end	nuclear	testing	in	the	United	
States.”539	

§ 1993-Alexis	Herman	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	the	White	
House	Office	of	Public	Liaison	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	she	remained	
in	that	role	until	1997.540	
	

§ 1993-Ronald	V.	Dellums	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	
African	American	chair	of	the	House	Armed	Services	Committee.541		
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§ 1993-Lee	P.	Brown	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	the	

Office	of	National	Drug	Control	Policy	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	
remained	in	office	until	1996.542		
	

§ 1993-Carol	Moseley	Braun	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate	and	
serves	from	1992	to	1998,	making	her	the	first	woman	from	Illinois	and	the	
first	African	American	woman	in	the	country	to	serve	in	the	U.S.	Senate.	She	
ran	for	office	after	the	questioning	of	Anita	Hill	during	Clarence	Thomas’s	
nomination	hearings	for	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	and,	once	in	office,	
addressed	issues	affecting	women	and	African	Americans.	She	also	
unsuccessfully	ran	for	Illinois	lieutenant	governor	in	1986.543		

	
	

§ 1993-Togo	D.	West,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	sixteenth	
secretary	of	the	Army	upon	nomination	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	
confirmation	by	Congress,	and	he	remained	in	this	role	until	1997.544		
	

§ 1993-Dr.	David	Satcher	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
thirteenth	director	of	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	and	
administrator	of	the	Agency	for	Toxic	Substances	and	Disease	Registry	by	
President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1998.	He	earned	M.D.	
and	Ph.D.	degrees	in	cytogenetics	from	Case	Western	Reserve	University	in	
1970.545	
	
		

§ 1993-Rodney	E.	Slater	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	
administrator	of	the	Federal	Highway	Administration	by	President	Bill	
Clinton.	In	the	1980s,	he	served	in	several	government	positions	under	
Arkansas	Governor	Bill	Clinton,	including	head	of	the	Arkansas	Highway	
Commission.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	the	University	of	Arkansas	in	
1980.546		

	
	
	
	

	
§ 1994-Deval	Patrick	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C)	becomes	the	U.S.	assistant	

attorney	general	for	the	Civil	Rights	Division	of	the	Department	of	Justice	
under	President	Bill	Clinton	and	works	on	issues	like	racial	profiling	and	
police	misconduct.	He	graduated	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1982	and	
worked	for	the	NAACP	Legal	Defense	and	Education	Fund	before	entering	
politics.547	
	

§ 1995-Andrew	Young	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	chairman	of	
the	Southern	Africa	Enterprise	Development	Fund	by	President	Bill	
Clinton.548		
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§ 1995-Jesse	Jackson,	Jr.	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	until	2012,	winning	a	
special	election	after	Congressman	Mel	Reynolds	is	convicted	of	sexual	
assault,	obstruction	of	justice,	and	solicitation	of	child	pornography.	While	in	
Congress,	he	focused	on	issues	such	as	the	economy,	voting	reform,	and	
healthcare	that	affected	the	African	American	community	and	his	suburban	
constituents.	In	2012,	he	resigned	due	to	mental	and	physical	health	
struggles	and,	the	next	year,	plead	guilty	and	went	to	prison	for	wire	and	
mail	fraud.549	
	

§ 1995-Chaka	Fattah	(HM)	(Pennsylvania)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Pennsylvania	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	He	
primarily	focused	on	increasing	educational	opportunities	for	student,	
including	the	GEAR	UP	program	that	partnered	low	income	high	school	
students	with	colleges	and	universities.	He	resigned	after	being	convicted	of	
racketeering,	fraud,	and	corruption,	and	he	was	subsequently	sentenced	to	
ten	years	in	prison.550	

	
	

§ 1995-Shelia	Jackson-Lee	(Texas)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Texas	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	She	earned	a	
J.D.	degree	from	the	University	of	Virginia	Law	School	in	1975	and	worked	in	
private	practice	before	running	for	the	Houston	City	Council	where	she	
served	from	1990	to	1995.	While	in	Congress,	she	has	supported	civil	rights	
and	abortion	rights,	opposed	the	genocide	in	Darfur,	served	as	the	vice-
chairwoman	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus,	and	served	on	the	House	
Committee	on	Homeland	Security.551	
	

§ 1995-Julius	Caesar	“J.C.”	Watts,	Jr.	(HM)	(Oklahoma)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	from	Oklahoma	and	remained	in	office	until	2003.	
A	member	of	the	Republican	Party	and	a	social	and	fiscal	conservative,	he	
declined	to	join	the	Democratic	dominated	Congressional	Black	Caucus.	He	
served	as	the	chair	of	the	House	Republican	Conference	from	1999	to	2003,	
making	him	the	fourth	highest-ranking	Republican	in	the	House.552		

 
	

§ 1996-Julius	Caesar	“J.C.”	Watts,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	
conservative	Republican	U.S.	Representative,	is	tapped	by	the	Republican	
Party	to	deliver	the	GOP	response	to	President	Bill	Clinton’s	State	of	the	
Union	Address,	making	him	the	youngest	Representative	and	first	African	
American	to	give	this	speech.553	
	

§ 1996-Elijah	E.	Cummings	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	to	represent	Maryland’s	seventh	district,	and	he	remained	
in	office	until	his	death	on	October	17,	2019.554	

	
	

§ 1997-Susan	Rice	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	Assistant	
Secretary	of	State	for	African	Affairs	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	she	
remained	in	office	until	2001.	In	this	role,	she	coordinated	the	investigation	
of	the	1998	bombings	of	the	U.S.	embassies	in	Kenya	and	Tanzania.	She	
earned	a	Ph.D.	in	international	relations	from	Oxford	University	in	1990,	
during	which	time	she	worked	as	a	foreign	policy	aide	to	the	1988	Michael	
Dukakis	presidential	campaign.555		
	

§ 1997-Togo	D.	West,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	U.S.	
secretary	of	veteran	affairs	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	becoming	the	second	
African	American	to	hold	this	position	after	Jesse	Brown.556		
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§ 1997-Rodney	E.	Slater	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
thirteenth	U.S.	Secretary	of	Transportation	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	2001.557	
	

§ 1997-Alexis	Herman	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	twenty-third	U.S.	
Secretary	of	Labor	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	that	role	until	
2001,	making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	to	hold	this	position.	
She	mediated	the	1997	United	Parcel	Service	workers	strike,	supported	
raises	to	the	minimum	wage,	and	enforced	child	labor	laws	(including	
participating	in	the	International	Labor	Organization’s	Child	Labor	
Convention).558			

	
	

§ 1997-Eric	Holder	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	by	President	Bill	
Clinton	as	U.S.	deputy	attorney	general	under	Attorney	General	Janet	Reno.	
He	is	the	first	African	American	in	this	role.				
	

§ 1997-Julia	Carson	(Indiana)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
from	Indiana	and	remained	in	office	until	2007,	making	her	the	first	African	
American	woman	to	represent	Indiana	in	Congress.	There	she	advocated	for	
women’s	rights,	children’s	issues,	and	combating	homelessness.	She	
authored	the	legislation	that	granted	Rosa	Parks	the	Congressional	Gold	
Medal,	the	highest	civilian	honor	from	Congress.559	

	
	

§ 1997-Danny	K.	Davis	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Illinois	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	has	
supported	a	progressive	Democratic	platform	that	includes	LGBTQ	rights,	
single-payer	healthcare,	child	nutrition	programs,	and	abortion	rights.	He	
was	active	in	Chicago	politics	during	Mayor	Harold	Washington’s	time	in	
office,	serving	as	a	member	of	the	Chicago	City	Council	from	1979	to	1990	
and	on	the	Cook	County	Board	of	Commissioners	from	1994	to	1997.560	
	

§ 1997-Harold	Ford,	Jr.	(Tennessee)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Tennessee	and	remained	in	office	until	2007.	As	a	
member	of	the	Blue	Dog	Coalition,	a	group	that	seeks	to	move	the	
Democratic	Party	further	to	the	right,	he	had	a	moderate	voting	record	that	
included	opposing	marriage	equality,	supporting	the	Iraq	War,	limiting	
abortion	rights,	embracing	universal	healthcare,	and	opposing	the	death	
penalty.	His	father,	Harold	Ford,	Sr.,	held	the	same	congressional	seat	from	
1975	to	1997.561		

	
	

§ 1997-Carolyn	Cheeks	Kilpatrick	(Michigan)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Michigan	and	remained	in	office	until	2011.	While	in	
Congress,	she	became	the	first	African	American	woman	to	serve	on	the	
House	Appropriations	Committee,	advocated	for	aid	to	Africa	while	on	the	
Foreign	Operations	Subcommittee,	and	was	the	first	African	American	
congressperson	to	sit	on	the	U.S.	Air	Force	Academy	Board.	She	served	as	the	
chairperson	of	Congressional	Black	Caucus	from	2006	to	2007.562	
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§ 1998-Barbara	Lee	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	California	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	She	
advocated	for	issues	such	as	education,	public	safety,	environmental	
protection,	health,	labor,	and	women’s	rights.	Immediately	after	the	
September	11	attacks,	she	was	the	only	member	of	Congress	to	vote	
against	the	Authorization	of	Use	for	Military	Force	Against	
Terrorists	because	she	believed	it	gave	the	president	unnecessarily	
broad	power	to	wage	war.563	

	
	
	
	

§ 1998-Gregory	W.	Meeks	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	New	York	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	
previously	served	in	the	New	York	legislature	from	1993	to	1998.	He	
earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Howard	University	in	1978	and	worked	as	an	
assistant	district	attorney	before	going	into	politics.	He	was	elected	to	
Congress	in	a	special	election	after	the	resignation	of	Floyd	H.	Flake,	
and	he	has	a	liberal	voting	record	that	supports	abortion	rights,	gay	
marriage,	and	affirmative	action.564	
	

§ 1998-Dr.	David	Satcher	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
sixteenth	Surgeon	General	of	the	United	States	by	President	Bill	
Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2002.	In	this	role,	he	generated	
reports	on	tobacco,	mental	health,	race	and	ethnicity,	suicide	prevention,	
sexual	health,	and	youth	violence	prevention,	prioritizing	the	elimination	of	
racial	and	ethnic	disparities	in	the	health	care	system.	He	held	the	rank	of	full	
admiral	in	the	U.S.	Public	Health	Corps.565		
	

§ 1999-Stephanie	Tubbs	Jones	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Ohio	to	fill	the	seat	of	Louis	Stokes	upon	his	
retirement,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	2008.	She	was	the	first	
black	woman	elected	to	Congress	from	Ohio.	She	was	active	in	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	chaired	the	House	Committee	on	
Standards	of	Official	Conduct	from	2007	to	2008.	She	supported	
legislation	focused	on	education,	healthcare,	and	economic	
development.566	
	
	

§ 1990-Pamela	Bridgewater	(South	Africa)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	woman	appointed	to	serve	in	South	Africa	after	she	joined	
the	Foreign	Service	in	1980.	She	helped	the	country	transition	away	
from	apartheid	and,	from	1993	to	1996,	became	the	U.S.	consul	general	
and	worked	closely	with	Nelson	Mandela.567		
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§ 1990-Aurelia	E.	Brazeal	(Micronesia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Micronesia	by	President	George	H.W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	
until	1993,	making	her	the	first	ambassador	to	Micronesia.	She	earned	
a	M.A.	degree	in	international	affairs	from	Columbia	University	in	1967	
before	joining	the	Foreign	Service.	While	in	the	Economic	Bureau	of	
the	Department	of	State,	she	helped	expand	a	free	market	in	
democracy	in	Latin	American	and	Southeast	Asia	to	combat	the	Cold	
War.568	

	

	

	
§ 1990-Steven	J.	Rhodes	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	

Zimbabwe	by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	for	
sixteen	months,	resigning	due	to	personal	and	health	reasons.	He	
earned	a	M.S.	degree	from	Pepperdine	University	in	1977	and,	in	1981,	
was	appointed	to	the	White	House	Office	of	Intergovernmental	Affairs	
by	President	Ronald	Reagan.	He	then	served	as	chief	domestic	policy	
advisor	to	Vice	President	George	H.	W.	Bush	from	1983	to	1985.569		
	

§ 1990-Leonard	O.	Spearman,	Sr.	(Lesotho)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Lesotho	by	President	George	H.W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	
until	1993.	He	subsequently	directed	the	nonprofit	Rural	
Electrification	Program	for	the	African	Development	Bank	(1993-2001)	and	
lead	the	White	House	Initiative	on	Historically	Black	Colleges	and	
Universities	(2001-2005).570	

	
	

§ 1990-Arlene	Render	(Gambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Gambia	
by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	1993.	She	
graduated	with	her	M.A.	degree	in	public	health	from	the	University	of	
Michigan	in	1967	and,	in	1970,	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	making	her	
one	of	only	thirty-seven	African	American	career	foreign	service	
officers	at	the	time.571	
	

§ 1991-Charles	R.	Baquet,	III	(Djibouti)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
the	Republic	of	Djibouti	by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1993.	He	earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	public	
administration	from	the	Maxwell	School	of	Government	at	Syracuse	
University	in	1975	after	working	in	the	Peace	Corps	and	entering	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1968.	He	served	in	a	number	of	diplomatic	positions	
in	China,	Lebanon,	France,	and	South	Africa.	As	ambassador,	he	over	
saw	aid	programs,	famine	relief,	healthcare,	education,	and	regional	
security	as	the	country	experienced	a	violent	civil	war.572	

	
	
	
	

§ 1991-Johnnie	Carson	(Uganda)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Uganda	
by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush	and,	later,	President	Bill	Clinton,	
and	he	remained	in	office	until	1994.	He	earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	
international	relations	from	the	University	of	London	in	1975.	After	
serving	in	the	Peace	Corps	from	1965	to	1968,	he	joined	the	Foreign	
Service	in	1967,	serving	in	Nigeria,	Mozambique,	Portugal,	and	
Botswana	between	the	1960s	and	1990s.573	
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§ 1992-Edward	Joseph	Perkins,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.	and	
Australia)	is	appointed	U.S.	permanent	representative	to	the	United	
Nations	at	the	rank	of	ambassador	by	President	George	H.W.	Bush	
and,	in	1993,	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Australia	by	President	Bill	
Clinton.574		

	
	

§ 1992-Joseph	Monroe	Segars	(HM)	(Cape	Verde)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Cape	Verde	by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1996.	After	teaching	in	the	Philadelphia	public	
school	system,	he	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1970	and	was	the	first	
African	American	assigned	to	the	embassy	in	Austria.	Throughout	his	
diplomatic	career,	he	served	in	a	range	of	positions	in	Liberia,	Sierra	Leone,	
South	Africa,	Jamaica,	Zimbabwe,	Lesotho,	Swaziland,	Nigeria,	and	
Tanzania.575	
	

§ 1992-Kenton	Wesley	Keith	(Qatar)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Qatar	
by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1995.	
He	was	the	first	African	American	ambassador	on	the	Arabian	
Peninsula.	After	serving	in	the	navy,	he	joined	the	United	States	
Information	Agency	in	1965	and	was	stationed	in	Lebanon,	Saudi	
Arabia,	Turkey,	Morocco,	and	Syria.	As	ambassador	to	Qatar,	he	helped	
diffuse	a	border	dispute	with	Saudi	Arabia,	negotiated	oil	and	gas	prices,	
and	befriended	Crown	Prince	Hamad	bin	Khalifa	Al-Thani.	His	father,	
Jimmy	Keith,	was	a	well-known	jazz	musician	in	Kansas	City,	
Missouri.576	

 
	

§ 1992-Ruth	A.	Davis	(HM)(Benin)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Benin	
by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	
1995.	She	graduated	with	her	M.A.	degree	in	social	work	from	the	
University	of	California	at	Berkeley	in	1968	and,	the	next	year,	joined	
the	foreign	service.	She	served	in	Zaire,	Kenya,	Japan,	and	Italy	before	
returning	to	work	in	a	number	of	roles	in	Washington,	D.C.577	
	
	
	

§ 1993-Howard	F.	Jeter	(Botswana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Botswana	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
1996.	He	earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	international	relations	and	
comparative	politics	from	Columbia	University	and	an	M.A.	degree	in	
Africa	area	studies	from	the	University	of	California	at	Los	Angeles.	He	
joined	the	foreign	service	and	worked	in	Mozambique,	Tanzania,	
Lesotho,	and	Namibia.578		

	
	
	

	
§ 1993-Arlene	Render	(Washington,	D.C.)	leaves	her	post	as	ambassador	to	

Gambia	to	become	the	director	of	the	Office	of	Central	African	Affairs	
within	the	State	Department,	traveling	to	Rwanda	to	advocate	for	peace	
between	the	Hutus	and	Tutsis.	

	

	

	

	

	

								Kenton	Wesley	Keith		
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Howard	F.	Jeter	

					Edward	Joseph	Perkins,	Jr.	
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§ 1993-Leslie	M.	Alexander	(Mauritius	and	the	Comoros)	is	appointed	

ambassador	to	Mauritius	and	the	Comoros	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1996.	He	was	born	in	Germany	to	an	African	
American	father	(who	was	in	the	U.S.	Army	stationed	in	Europe)	and	a	
French	mother,	and	he	grew	up	in	France	and	Germany.	He	joined	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1971	and	completed	an	M.A.	degree	from	the	U.S.	Naval	
War	College	in	1986.579	
	

§ 1993-President	Bill	Clinton	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	appoints	an	
African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	forty	times	between	1993	and	
2001.580		

	
	

§ 1993-Walter	Carrington	(HM)	(Nigeria)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Nigeria	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1997.	As	
ambassador,	he	opposed	the	abuses	of	President	Sani	Abacha.581		
	

§ 1993-Aurelia	E.	Brazeal	(HM)	(Kenya)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Kenya	
by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1996.	She	helped	
smooth	tensions	left	between	Kenya	and	her	predecessor,	Smith	
Hempstone,	while	urging	economic	and	political	reform.582		

	
	

§ 1994-Charles	R.	Stith	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	as	a	U.S.	delegate	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	to	help	monitor	South	Africa’s	first	democratic	
election	and	subsequently	served	as	ambassador	to	South	Africa.	A	minister	
at	the	Union	United	Methodist	Church	in	Boston,	he	founded	the	
Organization	for	New	Equality,	which	advocated	for	investing	in	inner	city	
neighborhoods	and	creating	economic	opportunities.583	
	

§ 1994-Irvin	Hicks	(Ethiopia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ethiopia	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1996.	His	son,	Irvin	
Hicks,	Jr.,	also	joined	the	Department	of	State	in	1999.584		

	
	

§ 1994-Carl	Stokes	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	ambassador	to	the	
Republic	of	Seychelles	under	the	Clinton	administration.585	

	

§ 1994-Charles	R.	Baquet,	III	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	deputy	
director	of	the	Peace	Corps	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	
this	role	until	2001.	He	focused	on	recruiting	people	of	color	to	the	Peace	
Corps:	helping	establish,	for	example,	the	only	international	program	at	a	
HBCU	through	a	partnership	between	Florida	A&M	University	and	
University	of	California,	Davis.586	

	
	

§ 1994-Sidney	“Sid”	Williams	(Bahamas)	is	appointed	the	first	African	
American	ambassador	to	the	Bahamas	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	1998.	After	graduating	from	Southern	University	in	
1959,	he	played	professional	football	with	the	Cleveland	Browns,	going	
on	to	play	with	the	Washington	Redskins,	Baltimore	Colts,	and	Pittsburgh	
Steelers	before	retiring	in	1969.	He	worked	for	the	Black	Economic	Union	
in	the	late	1960s	and	then	was	chief	of	staff	for	Los	Angeles	City	
Councilman	David	S.	Cunningham	from	1974	to	1976.587	
	

§ 1994-Jerome	Gary	Cooper	(Jamaica)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Jamaica	
by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and		remained	in	office	until	1997.	He	was	the	
first	African	American	ambassador	to	Jamaica.	He	earned	a	B.S.	degree	in	

Sidney	"Sid"	Williams	(left)	and	
Maxine	Waters	(HM)	(right)	
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finance	from	the	University	of	Notre	Dame	in	1958,	and	immediately	joined	
the	Marine	Corps	where	he	served	from	1958	to	1970.	In	1973,	he	was	
elected	to	the	Alabama	state	legislature	and,	from	1989	to	1992,	he	was	
appointed	assistant	secretary	to	the	air	force	by	President	George	H.	W.	
Bush.588		

	

§ 1994-Johnny	Young	(Togo)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Togo	by	President	
Bill	Clinton,	and	remained	in	office	until	1997.	He	graduated	with	his	degree	
from	Temple	University	in	1966	and	joined	the	Foreign	Service.	He	served	in	
a	range	of	diplomatic	posts	in	Madagascar,	Guinea,	Kenya,	Qatar,	Barbados,	
Jordan,	and	Netherlands.	In	1988,	he	participated	in	the	Foreign	Service	
Institute’s	Senior	Seminar	that	prepares	State	Department	employees	for	
ambassador	posts.589		
	

§ 1995-Bismarck	Myrick	(Lesotho)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Lesotho	by	
President	Bill	Clinton,	and	remained	in	office	until	1998.	He	served	in	the	
army	(1959-1979)	during	the	Vietnam	War,	and	earned	his	B.A.	degree	in	
history	from	Syracuse	University	in	1973.	He	subsequently	served	in	a	range	
of	governmental	and	diplomatic	roles,	including	witnessing	the	dismantling	
of	apartheid	in	South	Africa	while	working	at	the	U.S.	Consulate	in	Cape	
Town.590	

	
	

§ 1995-James	A.	Joseph	(HM)	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
South	African	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1999.	
He	served	in	the	army	and	earned	a	degree	in	divinity	from	Yale	Divinity	
School	in	1963,	becoming	an	ordained	minister	with	the	United	Church	of	
Christ.	His	experience	in	business,	philanthropy,	and	public	activism	resulted	
in	various	appointments	under	the	presidential	administrations	of	Ronald	
Reagan,	George	H.W.	Bush,	and	Bill	Clinton.	Serving	after	the	fall	of	
apartheid,	he	was	the	first	ambassador	to	present	credentials	to	South	
African	President	Nelson	Mandela.591	
	

§ 1995-Mosina	H.	Jordan	(Central	African	Republic)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	the	Central	African	Republic	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	
remained	in	office	until	1997.	She	graduated	with	a	J.D.	degree	from	
American	University	in	1973	and	began	her	civil	service	career,	eventually	
joining	the	Foreign	Service	in	1982.	As	the	Central	African	Republic	
transitioned	from	a	dictatorship	to	a	democracy,	she	promoted	economic	
diversification,	a	free	market,	democracy,	and	human	rights.	She	closed	the	
embassy	and	evacuated	Americans	in	1996	when	CAR	soldiers	carried	out	a	
mutiny	at	the	capital	over	unpaid	wages.592	

	
	

§ 1995-Johnnie	Carson	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Zimbabwe	
by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1997.593		
	

§ 1996-Arlene	Render	(Zambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Zambia	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1999.	Throughout	the	
1980s,	she	served	in	a	number	of	diplomatic	positions	in	Iran,	Italy,	Congo,	
Jamaica,	and	Ghana.	As	ambassador	to	Zambia,	she	challenged	anti-
democratic	policies	of	President	Frederick	Chiluba.594	

	
	

§ 1996-Leslie	M.	Alexander	(Ecuador)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ecuador	
by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1999.	Throughout	his	
career,	he	held	a	number	of	diplomatic	positions	in	Guyana,	Norway,	Poland,	
Mexico,	Spain,	Brazil,	and	Italy.	He	achieved	proficiency	in	Portuguese,	
Italian,	French,	Spanish,	Polish,	and	Norwegian	languages.595	
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§ 1996-John	F.	Hicks	(Eritrea)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Eritrea	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	he	resigned	in	1997.	He	
earned	his	M.A.	degree	from	John’s	Hopkins	University	and	began	his	
diplomatic	career	in	1973	with	the	United	States	Agency	for	International	
Development	(USAID),	serving	in	Ethiopia,	Liberia,	Malawi,	Zambia,	and	
Egypt.	Hicks	resigned	from	office	after	a	report	by	federal	investigator	
Jacquelyn	L.	Williams-Bridgers	found	that	he	engaged	in	sexual	misconduct,	
including	sexually	harassing	two	secretaries	in	the	Eritrea	embassy.596	

§ 1996-Sharon	P.	Wilkinson	(Burkina	Faso)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Burkina	Faso	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	1999.	
She	earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	social	science	and	education	from	the	
University	of	Chicago	in	1970	and	began	working	in	the	Foreign	Service	in	
1971.	Fluent	in	Portuguese,	Spanish,	and	French,	she	has	served	in	Brazil,	
Ghana,	Portugal,	and	Mexico.597		

§ 1997-Johnny	Young	(Bahrain)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Bahrain	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and,	later,	President	George	W.	Bush,	and	remained	
in	office	until	2001.	This	made	him	the	third	African	American	appointed	
ambassador	by	three	presidents.598		

§ 1998-Carol	Moseley	Braun	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	nominated	to	the	
post	of	U.S.	ambassador	to	New	Zealand	and	Samoa	by	President	Bill	
Clinton	and	remained	in	that	role	until	2001.599	

§ 1998-Elizabeth	McKune	(Qatar)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Qatar	by	
President	Bill	Clinton,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	2001.	She	earned	an	
M.A.	degree	in	advanced	international	studies	from	Johns	Hopkins	University	
in	1972	and,	the	next	year,	joined	the	Foreign	Service.	Fluent	in	Arabic,	
French,	and	Italian,	she	has	served	in	Egypt,	Israel,	Lebanon,	Tunisia,	Iraq,	
and	Great	Britain.600	

§ 1998-George	Williford	Boyce	Haley	(HM)	(Gambia)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Gambia	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	
until	2001.601	

§ 1998-Shirley	E.	Barnes	(Madagascar)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Madagascar	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	
Through	Crossroads	Africa	(an	exchange	program	for	college	students)	and	
the	Ford	Foundation,	she	travelled	to	Africa	in	the	1950s	and	1960s	to	help	
with	housing,	education,	environmental	issues,	and	civil	unrest.	In	1983,	she	
joined	the	Foreign	Service	and	worked	in	various	positions	around	the	
world.602	

§ 1998-William	D.	Clarke	(Eritrea)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Eritrea	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	his	retirement	in	2001.	
He	earned	a	B.A.	degree	at	Howard	University	in	1963	and	began	working	in	
the	Foreign	Service	in	1967,	serving	in	Japan,	France,	Germany,	Ivory	Coast,	
Egypt,	and	Panama.	He	was	the	first	member	of	the	Bureau	of	Diplomatic	
Security	to	be	named	an	ambassador.	He	helped	build	U.S.	aid	to	Eritrea	
(which	had	gained	independence	from	Ethiopia	in	1991),	including	low-
interest	loans,	development	assistance,	food	and	medical	programs.603	

§ 1998-Charles	R.	Stith	(Tanzania)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Tanzania	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2001	where	he	stabilized	
relations	with	Tanzania	after	an	Al	Qaeda	bombing	that	killed	twenty-two	
people	at	the	U.S.	embassy	in	Dar	es	Salaam.	He	also	helped	strengthen	the	
economy	and	democracy	in	the	country.604	

§ 1998-George	McDade	Staples	(Rwanda)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Rwanda	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	
earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	business	from	Central	Michigan	University	before	
beginning	a	twenty-five-year	career	in	the	Foreign	Service,	serving	in	
Bahrain,	Zimbabwe,	Turkey,	the	Bahamas,	Uruguay,	and	El	Salvador.605	

§ 1998-Robert	C.	Perry	(Central	African	Republic)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	the	Central	African	Republic	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	
remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	helped	direct	U.S.	contributions	to	the	
United	Nation’s	peace	keeping	efforts	in	the	country.	He	graduated	with	his	
M.A.	degree	in	international	relations	from	American	University	in	1968	and,	
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that	same	year,	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	working	with	the	U.S.	Agency	for	
International	Development.	Fluent	in	Spanish	and	French,	he	served	in	a	
number	of	roles	in	Bolivia,	Mexico,	Ethiopia,	and	Chile.606	

§ 1999-Delano	Eugene	Lewis,	Sr.	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
South	Africa	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	
earned	his	law	degree	from	Washburn	University	School	of	Law	in	1963	and	
worked	as	an	attorney	in	the	Justice	Department	and	the	Office	of	
Compliance	in	the	Equal	Employment	Opportunity	Commission	(EEOC).	He	
then	served	as	the	associate	director	and	country	director	of	the	Peace	
Corps	in	Nigeria	and	Uganda	from	1966	to	1969.607	

§ 1999-Gregory	L.	Johnson	(Swaziland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Swaziland	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	
earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	international	relations	from	American	University	
in	1968	and	began	his	Foreign	Service	career,	serving	in	Vietnam,	Japan,	
Somalia,	Brazil,	and	Moscow	between	1969	and	1983.	As	ambassador,	he	
helped	Swaziland	manage	its	HIV/AIDS	epidemic	that	spread	to	one-fifth	of	
the	population.	His	peacekeeping	efforts	helped	connect	the	nation	to	the	
United	Nations	and	the	Organization	of	African	Unity.608	

§ 1999-Harriet	Elam-Thomas	(HM)	(Senegal)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Senegal	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remains	in	office	until	2002.	She	
earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	public	diplomacy	from	Tufts	University	in	1981	
and	was	fluent	in	French,	Greek,	and	Turkish.	Throughout	her	foreign	service	
career,	she	worked	in	Greece,	Turkey,	Cyprus,	France,	Belgium,	Mali,	Senegal,	
and	the	Ivory	Coast.609	

§ 1999-Sylvia	Gaye	Stanfield	(Brunei)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Brunei	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2002,	making	her	the	
first	African	American	woman	ambassador	to	Brunei.	She	earned	her	M.A.	
degree	in	Asian	Studies	from	the	University	of	Hawaii	and	studied	at	the	
University	of	Hong	Kong	School	of	Oriental	Studies	and	Linguistics	from	
1966	to	1967.	She	joined	the	Department	of	State	in	1968	and	served	in	a	
number	of	roles	throughout	Asia.610	

§ 1999-Bismarck	Myrick	(Liberia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Liberia	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and,	later,	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	
in	office	until	2002.	With	Liberia	at	the	end	of	a	violent	civil	war,	he	helped	
the	country	establish	peace	and	democracy.611		

§ 1999-Diane	Watson	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	
ambassador	to	Micronesia	by	President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	
until	2000.612		

§ 1999-Johnnie	Carson	(Kenya)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Kenya	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and,	later,	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	
in	office	until	2003.613		

§ 1999-Leslie	M.	Alexander	(Haiti)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Haiti	by	
President	Bill	Clinton	and	remained	in	office	until	2000.614		

§ 1990-Roland	Burris	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	state	attorney	general	for	
Illinois	and	serves	until	1995.	

§ 1990-L.	Douglas	Wilder	(HM)	(Virginia)	is	elected	governor	of	Virginia,	
becoming	the	first	African	American	elected	as	a	governor	of	a	U.S.	state.	

§ 1990-Howard	Nathaniel	Lee	(Chapel	Hill,	NC)	is	elected	to	the	North	
Carolina	Senate	and	serves	from	1990	to	1994	and	again	from	1996	to	
2002.615	

§ 1990-Barbara	Lee	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	California	legislature,	
serving	in	the	assembly	from	1990	to	1996	and	the	Senate	from	1996	to	
1998.	In	the	1960s	and	1970s,	she	was	active	in	the	civil	rights	movement,	
volunteering	with	the	Black	Panther	Party	and	working	on	the	Oakland	
mayoral	campaign	of	the	party	co-founding	Bobby	Seale	in	1973.	She	then	
joined	the	staff	of	U.S.	Representative	Ron	Dellums,	eventually	becoming	a	
senior	advisor.616	

§ 1990-Julius	Caesar	“J.C.”	Watts,	Jr.	(HM)	(Oklahoma)	is	elected	to	the	
Oklahoma	Corporate	Commission,	which	regulates	utilities	and	oil	and	gas	
industries	in	the	state.	This	made	him	the	first	black	Republican	elected	to	a	
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statewide	political	office	in	Oklahoma.	He	served	on	the	commission	until	
1995	and	as	the	chairman	from	1993	to	1995.	He	father,	Julius	Caesar	
“Buddy”	Watts,	served	on	the	Eufaula	city	council	and	was	active	in	the	
Democratic	Party	and	the	NAACP.617	

§ 1991-Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(HM)	(Virginia)	is	elected	to	the	Virginia	senate	
and	remained	in	office	until	2014.618		

§ 1992-Marc	H.	Morial	(HM)	(Louisiana)	is	elected	to	the	Louisiana	senate	
and	remained	in	office	until	1994.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Georgetown	
University	Law	Center	in	1983	and	practiced	law.619		

§ 1992-	Henry	L.	Marsh	III	(HM)	(Virginia)	is	elected	to	the	Virginia	senate	
to	represent	the	sixteenth	district,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2014	after	
winning	re-election	ten	times.620	

§ 1993-Pamela	Carter	(Indiana)	is	elected	attorney	general	of	Indiana	and	
remained	in	office	until	1997,	making	her	the	first	black	woman	to	serve	in	
this	role	and	the	second	African	American	elected	to	statewide	office	in	
Indiana.	She	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Indiana	University	School	of	Law	and	
worked	as	a	state	enforcement	attorney	prior	to	taking	public	office.621	

§ 1994-Ronald	“Ron”	Kirk	(HM)	(Texas)	becomes	the	first	African	American	
to	serve	as	the	secretary	of	state	of	Texas,	and	he	remained	in	the	position	
until	1995.622		He	was	a	1979	graduate	of	the	University	of	Texas	School	of	
Law.	

§ 1994-Barack	Obama	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	Illinois	senate	and	
remained	in	office	until	2004.	He	supported	legislation	that	reduced	taxes	for	
working	class	families,	funded	early	education	for	working-class	families,	
and	required	videotaping	interrogations	and	confessions	for	capital	cases.	
He	graduated	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1992.623	
	

§ 1994-Kendrick	Meek	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	Florida	legislature,	
serving	in	the	House	from	1994	to	1998	and	in	the	Senate	from	1998	to	
2002.	He	was	a	strong	advocate	for	education	reform	and	affirmative	
action	programs,	opposing	the	One	Florida	program	of	Governor	Jeb	
Bush	that	would	have	discontinued	affirmative	action	for	college	
admissions	(Meek	participated	in	a	25-hour	sit-in	of	Bush’s	office).624		

§ 1995-Vikki	Buckley	(Colorado)	is	elected	secretary	of	state	of	Colorado	
and	remained	in	office	until	1999,	making	her	the	first	African	American	
woman	to	hold	a	statewide	office	in	Colorado.	She	began	working	as	a	
state	government	clerk	in	1974	and	rose	through	the	ranks	until	
becoming	deputy	secretary	of	state	in	1993.	Despite	having	no	political	
experience,	she	ran	for	secretary	of	state	(and	won)	when	Natalie	Meyer	
announced	she	would	not	run	for	re-election.625	

§ 1995-Roland	Burris	(HM)	(Illinois)	campaigns	to	be	the	Democratic	
nominee	for	governor	of	Illinois	in	1995,	1998,	and	2002	but	does	not	
secure	the	nomination.626		

§ 1998-Bonnie	Watson	Coleman	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	to	the	New	
Jersey	General	Assembly	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	She	served	as	
the	majority	leader	of	the	state	legislature	from	2006	to	2010.	The	daughter	
of	well-known	state	legislator	John	S.	Watson,	she	graduated	from	Thomas	
Edison	State	College	in	1985.	In	2002,	she	became	the	first	African	American	
woman	to	chair	the	New	Jersey	Democratic	State	Committee.627		

§ 1999-Loretta	Lynch	(New	York)	is	nominated	by	President	Bill	Clinton	to	
serve	as	the	U.S.	attorney	for	the	eastern	district	of	New	York	and	serves	in	
that	role	from	1999	to	2001,	and	she	then	returns	to	that	role	from	2010	to	
2015	upon	nomination	by	President	Barack	Obama.	Lynch	graduated	from	
Harvard	Law	School	in	1984,	where	she	was	a	member	of	the	Harvard	
Legal	Aid	Bureau.	Along	with	intermittently	working	in	private	practice,	
Lynch	worked	as	a	federal	prosecutor	before	becoming	a	state	attorney.	

§ 1999-Ray	Miller	(HM)	(Ohio)	is	re-elected	to	the	Ohio	House	of	
Representatives	and	remained	in	office	until	2002.628		

§ 1990-Douglas	H.	Palmer	(Trenton,	NJ)	is	elected	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Trenton	and	remained	in	office	until	2010.	He	served	as	
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the	65th	president	of	the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	2006	to	
2008.	He	graduated	from	Hampton	University,	a	private	black	college	in	
Virginia,	in	1973.	He	helped	establish	the	John	S.	Watson	Institute	for	Public	
Policy	at	Thomas	Edition	State	University,	which	is	a	think	tank	partnership	
between	the	mayor,	the	university,	and	foundations	to	support	research	on	
the	administration	of	small	cities.629		

§ 1990-Lee	P.	Brown	(HM)	(New	York,	NY)	is	appointed	police	
commissioner	of	New	York	City	by	Mayor	David	Dinkins,	where	he	heads	
the	nation’s	largest	police	force	(seven	times	the	size	of	Houston	where	he	
was	previous	police	commissioner).	He	implemented	community	policing,	
increased	the	number	of	police	officers	on	foot	patrol	to	encourage	
community	engagement,	and	opposed	Mayor	Dinkins	investigations	of	drug	
dealing	and	bribery	among	officers.	Brown	resigned	in	1992	to	care	for	his	ill	
wife.630	

§ 1990-Unita	Blackwell	(Mississippi)	becomes	the	first	woman	elected	
president	of	the	National	Conference	of	Black	Mayors	and	serves	in	this	
role	until	1992.	In	1991,	she	co-founded	the	Black	Women	Mayors’	
Conference	as	a	corollary	to	the	NCBM.631	

§ 1990-Sharon	Sayles	Belton	(Minneapolis,	MN),	a	member	of	the	
Democratic-Farmer-Labor	Party,	becomes	president	of	the	Minneapolis	City	
Council	and	remained	in	that	position	until	1993.	She	served	on	the	city	
council	from	1983	to	1993,	which	she	joined	after	being	inspired	by	Donald	
M.	Fraser.	After	participating	in	the	civil	rights	movement,	she	attended	
Macalester	College	and	worked	as	a	parole	officer.632		

§ 1991-Emanuel	Cleaver	(Kansas	City,	MO)	is	elected	mayor	of	Kansas	City,	
Missouri,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	1999,	making	him	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	the	city.	He	was	a	pastor	at	St.	James	United	Methodist	
Church	in	Kansas	City	from	1972	to	2009,	and	he	previously	served	on	the	
city	council	from	1979	to	1991.633		

§ 1991-Preston	A.	Daniels	(Des	Moines,	IA)	is	elected	to	the	De	Moines	City	
Council	and	remained	in	office	until	1997,	making	him	the	first	African	
American	in	this	position.	He	was	a	political	ally	of	Mayor	Arthur	Davis.	He	
served	in	the	army	and	earned	an	M.S.	degree	in	health	science	from	Drake	
University.634		

§ 1991-Myron	Lowery	(HM)	(Memphis,	TN)	is	elected	to	the	Memphis	City	
Council	and,	five	years	later,	is	a	speaker	for	the	Democratic	National	
Convention	when	President	Bill	Clinton	wins	the	Democratic	primary.	He	
later	served	as	a	superdelegate	at	the	2008	Democratic	National	
Convention	where	Barack	Obama	won	the	Democratic	primary.	He	earned	
an	M.S.	degree	in	urban	education	from	the	University	of	Tennessee	and	a	
M.S.	degree	in	education	from	New	York	University.635		

§ 1991-Wellington	Webb	(HM)	(Denver,	CO)	is	elected	mayor	of	Denver	and	
remained	in	office	until	2003,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	
of	the	city.	As	mayor	he	focused	on	parks	and	open	spaces,	public	safety,	
economic	development,	and	children.636		

§ 1991-Willie	W.	Herenton	(Memphis,	TN)	is	elected	mayor	of	Memphis	and	
remained	in	office	until	2009,	making	him	the	first	African	American	mayor	
of	the	city.	After	earning	a	PhD	in	education	from	Southern	Illinois	
University,	he	became	the	first	black	superintendent	of	the	Memphis	public	
school	system.637		

§ 1991-Sharon	Pratt	Kelly	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Washington	D.C.	and	is	the	first	African	American	woman	mayor	of	a	major	
U.S.	city.	She	was	the	first	woman	member	of	the	Democratic	National	
Committee	from	the	District	of	Columbia	(1977-1990)	where	she	served	as	
treasurer	from	1985	to	1989.	She	graduated	Howard	University	Law	
School	in	1968	and	is	the	daughter	of	Washington	D.C.	lawyer	and	judge	
Carlisle	E.	Pratt.638	

§ 1993-Hon.	Dennis	W.	Archer	(HM)	(Detroit,	MI)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Detroit	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	graduated	from	Detroit	
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College	of	Law	(now	College	of	Law	of	Michigan	State	University)	in	1970	
and	served	as	a	Michigan	Supreme	Court	justice.639	

§ 1993-Freeman	Bosley,	Jr.	(HM)	(St.	Louis,	MO)	is	elected	mayor	of	St.	
Louis,	Missouri	and	remained	in	office	until	1997,	making	him	the	city’s	first	
African	American	mayor.	He	earned	his	JD	from	Saint	Louis	University	School	
of	Law	in	1979	and	became	the	first	African	American	chairman	for	the	
Democratic	Party	in	St.	Louis.	As	mayor,	he	oversaw	the	city	during	the	1993	
flood,	increased	property	taxes,	and	faced	corruption	scandals.640	

§ 1994-William	“Bill”	Craig	Campbell	(Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Atlanta	and	remained	in	office	until	2002.	He	was	endorsed	by	outgoing	
Mayor	Maynard	Jackson.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Duke	University	Law	
School.	As	mayor,	he	overhauled	the	city’s	finance	department,	orchestrated	
infrastructure	improvements	for	the	1996	Olympics,	rebuilt	public	housing,	
and	modernized	public	utilities.641			
	

§ 1994-Marc	H.	Morial	(HM)	(New	Orleans,	LA)	is	elected	mayor	of	New	
Orleans	and	remained	in	office	until	2002.	As	mayor,	he	addressed	
corruption	in	the	police	department,	launched	youth	initiatives,	reduced	
violent	crime	and	unemployment,	and	boosted	tourism.	He	served	as	the	
59th	president	of	the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	2001	to	
2002.	His	father,	Earnest	N.	Morial,	was	the	first	African	American	mayor	
of	New	Orleans	(1978-1986).642	

§ 1994-Sharon	Sayles	Belton	(Minneapolis,	MN)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Minneapolis,	Minnesota	and	remained	in	office	until	2001,	making	her	the	
first	African	American	and	first	woman	mayor	of	the	city.	As	mayor,	she	
advocated	for	police	reform,	updated	public	utilities,	supported	the	school	
system,	and	promoted	downtown	development.643		

§ 1994-Dennis	Archer	(HM)	(Detroit,	MI)	is	elected	mayor	of	Detroit	and	
remained	in	office	until	2001.	He	first	ran	against	Mayor	Coleman	Young	
(who	dropped	out	due	to	illness)	and	ultimately	defeated	Sharon	McPhail.	
As	mayor,	he	supported	construction	projects	(including	two	new	
stadiums)	and	decreased	crime	and	unemployment.	He	graduated	from	
Detroit	College	of	Law	in	1970,	practiced	law,	and	served	as	an	associate	
judge	on	the	Michigan	Supreme	Court	(1986-1990)	before	entering	
politics.644		

§ 1995-Keiffer	Mitchell,	Jr.	(Baltimore,	MD)	is	elected	to	the	Baltimore	City	
Council	and	remained	in	office	until	2007.	He	is	the	grandson	of	civil	rights	
activist	Clarence	M.	Mitchell,	Jr.	and	the	grandnephew	U.S.	Congressman	
Parren	Mitchell.	He	earned	a	law	degree	from	the	District	of	Columbia	
School	of	Law	in	1994	and	served	as	a	White	House	intern	during	the	
Clinton	administration.645	

§ 1995-Anthony	A.	Williams	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	chief	financial	
officer	of	the	District	of	Columbia	upon	nomination	by	Mayor	Marion	Barry.	
He	previously	served	on	the	Board	of	Aldermen	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut	
from	1979	to	1982.646		

§ 1995-Ronald	“Ron”	Kirk	(HM)	(Dallas,	TX)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Dallas	and	remained	in	office	until	2002,	when	he	
unsuccessfully	ran	for	the	U.S.	Senate.647	

§ 1995-Mark	Mallory	(Cincinnati,	OH)	is	elected	to	the	Ohio	House	of	
Representatives	where	he	serves	from	1995	to	1998,	and	he	is	then	elected	
to	the	Ohio	senate	where	he	serves	from	1999	to	2005.	He	was	the	assistant	
minority	leader	for	the	Senate	Democratic	Caucus	throughout	his	seven	
years	in	the	general	assembly.	He	earned	a	B.S.	degree	in	administrative	
management	from	the	University	of	Cincinnati.	He	replaced	his	father,	
William	Leslie	Mallory,	Sr.,	who	served	in	the	Ohio	legislature	for	thirty	
years	(1967-1994)	and,	in	1974,	became	the	first	African	American	Majority	
Floor	Leader.		

§ 1995-Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake	(Baltimore,	MD)	becomes	the	youngest	
person,	at	twenty-five	years	old,	elected	to	the	Baltimore	City	Council.	She	
later	served	as	the	vice	president	of	the	council	from	1999	to	2007	and	
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became	president	in	2007	after	then-president	Sheila	Dixon	stepped	down	
to	become	mayor.	Rawlings-Blake	remained	president	of	the	council	until	
her	election	to	mayor	in	2010.	Her	father,	Pete	Rawlings,	served	on	the	
Maryland	House	of	Delegates	from	1979	to	2003.648	

§ 1996-Willie	L.	Brown,	Jr.	(HM)	(San	Francisco,	CA)	is	elected	the	first	
black	mayor	of	San	Francisco,	California	and	remained	in	office	until	2004.649	

§ 1997-Preston	A.	Daniels	(Des	Moines,	IA)	is	elected	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Des	Moines,	Iowa	and	remained	in	office	until	2004.	He	
was	later	appointed	as	the	director	of	the	Iowa	Department	of	Human	Rights	
by	Governor	Chet	Culver	(2009-2011).650	

§ 1998-Cory	Booker	(Newark,	NJ)	wins	a	seat	on	the	Newark	city	council	
after	running	against	a	longtime	incumbent,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	
2002.651	He	graduated	from	of	Yale	Law	School	in	1997.	

§ 1998-Lee	P.	Brown	(HM)	(Houston,	TX)	is	elected	mayor	of	Houston,	
Texas	and	remained	in	office	until	2004,	making	him	the	city’s	first	African	
American	mayor.	As	mayor,	he	invested	in	infrastructure,	opened	new	
professional	sports	facilities,	revitalized	the	downtown	area,	and	advanced	
the	city’s	affirmative	action	program.652	

§ 1999-Wellington	E.	Webb	(Denver,	CO)	serves	as	the	57th	president	of	the	
United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	from	1999	to	2000.653	

§ 1999-Anthony	A.	Williams	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Washington,	D.C.	and	remained	in	office	until	2007.	As	mayor,	he	improved	
the	city	budget	so	that	it	had	surpluses	every	year,	brought	investment	to	the	
city,	and	encountered	scandal	related	to	false	signatures	for	his	entry	onto	
the	Democratic	primary	ballot.654		

§ 1999-Denise	Nappier	(Connecticut)	is	elected	treasurer	of	Connecticut	
and	remained	in	office	until	2019,	making	her	the	first	African	American	
woman	elected	to	statewide	office	in	Connecticut.	She	oversaw	$64	billion	in	
state	funds	and	managed	the	state’s	retirement	plans	and	trust	funds.	She	
earned	an	M.A.	in	city	planning	from	the	University	of	Cincinnati	in	1975.	She	
entered	politics	in	1989	when	she	was	elected	as	the	city	treasurer	of	
Hartford	from	1989	to	1998.655			

	

	

	

2000-2009	
§ 2001-George	W.	Bush	(Texas)	is	elected	the	43rd	president	of	the	United	

States	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	Bush	appointed	a	number	of	African	
Americans	to	top	government	positions,	including	General	Colin	Powell	as	
secretary	of	state	where	he	served	from	2001	to	2005.	He	then	appointed	
Condoleezza	Rice	to	serve	as	secretary	of	state	from	2005	to	2009.	Bush	
faced	intense	criticism	for	his	response	to	Hurricane	Katrina,	which	
devastated	black	communities	in	the	gulf	coast,	particularly	New	Orleans,	
Louisiana.	
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§ 2009-Barack	Obama	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	the	44th	president	of	the	
United	States	and	remained	in	office	until	2017,	making	him	the	first	
African	American	president.	He	advocated	expanding	economic	and	
educational	opportunities,	healthcare	reform,	LGBTQ	rights	and	
reforming	the	criminal	justice	system.	He	appointed	the	first	African	
American	Attorney	General	Eric	Holder	who	served	from	2009	to	2015	
and	then	the	first	African	American	female	U.S.	Attorney	General	Loretta	
Lynch,	the	first	African	American	head	of	the	Environmental	Protection	
Agency	(EPA)	Lisa	P.	Jackson,	and	the	first	African	American	Head	of	
Homeland	Security	Jeh	Johnson.		
	

§ 2000-Donna	Brazile	(Washington,	D.C.?)	acts	as	campaign	manager	for	
Al	Gore’s	2000	presidential	run,	making	her	the	first	African	American	
woman	to	direct	a	major	presidential	campaign.656		

§ 2000-Carol	Moseley	Braun	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.?)	announces	her	
candidacy	for	the	Democratic	nomination	for	the	presidency	in	both	the	
2000	and	2004	but	does	not	get	adequate	funding	or	support.657	

§ 2001-Alfonso	E.	Lenhardt	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	appointed	as	an	officer	to	the	United	States	Congress	and	
remained	in	office	until	2003.	In	this	capacity,	serving	as	the	senate’s	
Sergeant-at-Arms	and	Doorkeeper,	he	provided	protection	to	the	Senate	
during	the	September	11	terrorist	attacks	and	the	2001	anthrax	mail	threat.		

§ 2001-Rod	R.	Paige	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	seventh	U.S.	
Secretary	of	Education	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	
until	2005,	making	him	the	first	African	American	and	the	first	school	
superintendent	to	serve	in	this	role.	In	this	role,	he	helped	draft	and	institute	
the	No	Child	Left	Behind	legislation.	He	earned	doctorate	degree	in	physical	
education	in	1970,	worked	as	a	coach	and	athletic	director,	and	was	elected	
to	the	Houston	Independent	School	District	Board	in	1989.658		

§ 2001-Diane	Watson	(HM)	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	California	during	a	special	election	following	the	death	
of	U.S.	Representative	Julian	Dixon,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	2011.	
She	was	a	member	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	her	legislative	
focus	included	welfare	reform,	civil	rights,	foreign	aid,	health	care,	and	
education.659	

§ 2001-William	Lacy	Clay,	Jr.	(Missouri)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Missouri	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	filling	the	
seat	vacated	by	his	father,	William	L.	Clay,	Sr.	A	member	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus,	he	has	supported	curbing	gun	violence,	
defending	voting	rights,	helping	low-income	families,	environmental	
protections	and	renewable	energy,	and	the	articles	of	impeachment	against	
President	Donald	Trump.660	

§ 2001-Condoleezza	Rice	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	twentieth	U.S.	
National	Security	Advisor	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	
office	until	2005,	making	her	the	first	woman	and	the	second	African	
American	(after	Colin	Powell)	to	serve	in	this	role.	She	was	security	advisor	
during	the	September	11	attacks	and	supported	the	2003	invasion	of	Iraq.661		

§ 2001-General	Colin	Powell	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
sixty-fifth	U.S.	Secretary	of	State	by	President	George	W.	Bush,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	2005.	He	was	the	first	African	American	Secretary	of	
State	and	served	during	the	September	11	attacks	and	the	subsequent	“War	
on	Terrorism.”662		

§ 2003-Donald	M.	Payne	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	as	one	of	two	
congressional	delegates	to	the	United	Nations	by	President	George	W.	
Bush	in	2003	and	2005.ß663	

§ 2003-Artur	Davis	(Alabama)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Alabama	and	remained	in	office	until	2011.	He	earned	
a	J.D.	degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1993,	clerked	for	Judge	Myron	
Thompson,	worked	as	an	assistant	U.S.	Attorney,	and	entered	politics.	While	
in	office,	he	was	liberal	on	economic	issues	and	a	moderate	conservative	on	
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social	issues,	focusing	on	transportation	infrastructure,	medical	care,	
education,	and	economic	support	for	low-income	communities.	In	2012,	he	
switched	to	the	Republican	Party	and,	in	2015,	unsuccessfully	ran	for	mayor	
of	Montgomery,	Alabama.664	

§ 2003-Kendrick	Meek	(Florida)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Florida	to	fill	the	seat	vacated	by	his	mother,	
Congresswoman	Carrie	P.	Meek,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2011.	He	
has	supported	legislation	related	to	minimum	wages,	abortion	rights,	
marriage	equality,	education	access,	healthcare,	and	HIV/AIDS.665	

§ 2004-Alphonso	Jackson	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	
thirteenth	U.S.	Secretary	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	by	President	
George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	this	role	until	2008.	He	previously	served	
as	the	fifth	Deputy	Secretary	of	Housing	and	Urban	Develop	from	2001	to	
2004	under	the	Bush	administration.666		

§ 2004-Barack	Obama	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate	from	
Illinois.	667	

§ 2005-Emanuel	Cleaver	(Missouri)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	to	represent	Missouri	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	
served	on	the	Committee	on	Financial	Services	and	the	Select	Committee	on	
the	Modernization	of	Congress.	On	December	18,	2019,	he	voted	for	two	
articles	of	impeachment	against	President	Donald	Trump,	and,	along	with	
Lacy	Clay,	was	one	of	only	two	representatives	from	Missouri	to	do	so.668		

§ 2005-Condoleezza	Rice	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	sixty-sixth	
U.S.	Secretary	of	State	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	
until	2009,	making	her	the	first	African	American	woman	in	this	role.669		

§ 2005-Alexander	“Al”	N.	Green	(Texas)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Texas	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	earned	a	
J.D.	degree	from	the	Thurgood	Marshall	School	of	Law	at	Texas	Southern	
University	in	1974,	worked	as	a	lawyer	and	judge,	and	became	a	civil	rights	
activist	who	ran	the	Houston	NAACP	for	ten	years.	While	in	Congress,	he	has	
supported	fair	housing	and	hiring	practices,	reducing	biological	nuclear	
threats,	increasing	border	and	port	security,	a	living	wage,	abortion	rights,	
and	gun	control.670	

§ 2005-Gwendolynne	“Gwen”	S.	Moore	(Wisconsin)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	from	Wisconsin	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	
She	was	the	second	woman	(after	Tammy	Baldwin)	and	the	first	African	
American	elected	to	Congress	from	Wisconsin.	She	has	sponsored	and	
supported	legislation	to	protect	victims	of	domestic	abuse,	stop	predatory	
lending,	expand	Medicaid,	remove	troops	from	Iraq,	and	advance	human	
rights.671	

§ 2006-Avoice	Virtual	Library	Project	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	launched	by	
the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	Foundation	to	capture	the	history	of	the	
participation	of	African	American	politicians	in	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	the	U.S.	Senate.672		

§ 2007-Charles	B.	Rangel	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	first	
African	American	chair	of	the	House	Ways	and	Means	Committee	from	2007	
to	2010,	which	gives	him	influence	over	tax	policy,	anti-drug	policies,	and	
health	care	reform.	In	1975,	he	was	also	the	first	African	American	member	
of	the	committee.673	

§ 2007-Keith	Ellison	(Minnesota)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Minnesota	and	remained	in	office	until	2019.	He	was	
the	first	African	American	representative	from	Minnesota	and	the	first	
Muslim	elected	to	Congress.	He	graduated	from	the	University	of	Minnesota	
Law	School	in	1990	and	worked	in	private	practice	and	for	nonprofits.	He	
served	in	the	Minnesota	House	of	Representatives	from	2003	to	2007.	While	
in	Congress,	he	opposed	the	Iraq	War,	supported	immigration	reform,	and	
advocated	for	civil	rights	legislation.674	

§ 2007-Bennie	G.	Thompson	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	
Democrat	and	the	first	African	American	to	chair	the	House	Homeland	
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Security	Committee,	a	position	he	holds	from	2007	to	2011	and	again	
starting	in	2019.675		

§ 2008-Jesse	Jackson,	Jr.	(HM)	(Illinois),	a	U.S.	Representative	from	Illinois,	
serves	as	national	co-chair	of	Barack	Obama’s	presidential	campaign.	He	
began	such	political	campaigning	work	when	he	worked	on	the	presidential	
campaign	of	his	father,	Jesse	Jackson,	a	well-known	civil	rights	activist	and	
shadow	senator	from	Washington,	D.C.	(1991-1997),	who	ran	for	the	
Democratic	presidential	nomination	in	1984	and	1988.676	

§ 2008-Roland	Burris	(HM)	(Illinois)	is	named	by	Governor	Rod	
Blagojevich	to	fill	Barack	Obama’s	unexpired	term	in	the	U.S.	Senate	
representing	Illinois,	making	him	the	sixth	African	American	to	serve	in	the	
U.S.	Senate.677		

§ 2008-Andre	Carson	(Indiana)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Indiana	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	him	
the	second	Muslim	elected	to	Congress.	He	was	elected	during	a	special	
election	to	fill	the	seat	vacated	by	his	grandmother,	Julia	Carson.	He	
previously	served	on	the	Indianapolis	City-County	Council	from	2007	to	
2008.	His	legislative	focus	has	included	economic	growth,	healthcare	reform,	
clean	energy,	and	effective	law	enforcement.678	

§ 2009-Donna	Edwards	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Maryland	and	remained	in	office	until	2017,	making	
her	the	first	black	woman	to	represent	Maryland	in	Congress.	She	earned	a	
J.D.	degree	in	1989	from	Franklin	Pierce	Law	Center	(later	the	University	of	
New	Hampshire	School	of	Law)	and	worked	in	a	variety	of	community	
organizations.	While	in	Congress,	she	focused	on	protecting	women	from	
domestic	violence,	passing	mass	transit	legislation,	and	boosting	science	and	
mathematics	education.679	

§ 2009-Marcia	Fudge	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
from	Ohio	and	remained	in	office	until	2020.	She	previously	served	as	the	
first	African	American	woman	mayor	of	Warrensville	Heights,	Ohio	from	
2000	to	2008.	She	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	Cleveland	State	University	in	
1983,	worked	as	a	lawyer,	and	was	chief	of	staff	for	Congresswoman	
Stephanie	Tubbs	Jones.	When	Jones	died	in	2008,	a	committee	of	
Democratic	leaders	selected	Fudge	as	her	replacement	on	the	November	
ballot	and	she	was	elected	with	85	percent	of	the	vote.680	

§ 2009-Ronald	“Ron”	Kirk	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	trained	lawyer	and	
former	mayor	of	Dallas,	is	confirmed	as	U.S.	Trade	Representative	after	being	
nominated	by	President	Obama,	making	him	the	first	African	American	to	
hold	this	Cabinet-level	post.681	
	

§ 2009-Valerie	Jarrett	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	a	senior	advisor	
and	assistant	for	public	engagement	and	intergovernmental	affairs	to	
President	Barack	Obama	after	helping	him	build	important	political	
connections	between	1991	and	2004.682	She	graduated	from	the	
University	of	Michigan	Law	School	in	1981.	
	

§ 2009-Valerie	Jarrett	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	Director	of	
the	Office	of	Public	Engagement	and	Intergovernmental	Affairs	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	that	role	until	2017.	
	

§ 2009-Lisa	Perez	Jackson	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	twelfth	
Administrator	of	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency	by	President	
Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	this	role	until	2013,	making	her	the	first	
African	American	to	head	this	agency.	She	focused	on	air	and	water	
quality,	preventing	toxic	contamination	in	residential	areas,	and	reducing	
greenhouse	gases.683	

§ 2009-Regina	Marcia	Benjamin	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	
Surgeon	General	of	the	United	States	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	she	
remained	in	office	until	2013.	She	addressed	issues	such	as	cost	and	access	
to	healthcare,	rates	of	obesity,	support	for	breastfeeding,	and	suicide	
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prevention.	She	earned	her	medical	degree	from	the	University	of	Alabama,	
Birmingham	and	served	in	the	National	Health	Service	Corps	for	three	
years.684		

§ 2009–Eric	Holder	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	United	States	attorney	general	and	serves	in	this	capacity	from	
2009	to	2015.	In	1976,	Holder	graduated	from	Columbia	Law	School.	
Holder	has	held	a	number	of	notable	positions	throughout	his	legal	career.	

§ 2009-Patrick	Gaspard	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	White	House	
Director	of	Political	Affairs	during	the	administration	of	President	Barack	
Obama,	remaining	in	office	until	2011.	Born	in	the	Democratic	Republic	of	
Congo	to	Haitian	parents,	he	began	working	in	politics	in	the	1980s,	
including	as	a	community	organizer,	on	Jesse	Jackson’s	1988	presidential	
campaign,	and	David	Dinkins’	1989	campaign	for	New	York	City	mayor.	He	
continued	in	a	number	of	political	advisory	rolls,	including	working	as	
national	political	director	for	Senator	Barack	Obama’s	2008	presidential	
campaign.685	

§ 2010-Terrycina	“Terri”	Sewall	(Alabama)(HM)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	
House	of	Representatives	from	Alabama	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	
making	her	the	first	black	woman	elected	to	Congress	from	Alabama.	Her	
mother,	Nancy	Sewell,	was	the	first	black	woman	elected	to	the	Selma,	
Alabama	city	council.	A	member	of	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus,	she	
has	supported	legislation	on	abortion	rights,	civil	rights,	education	and	
HBCUs,	and	healthcare	access.686	

§ 2000-Howard	F.	Jeter	(Nigeria)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Nigeria	by	
President	Bill	Clinton,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2003.	He	retired	in	
2003	at	the	rank	of	Career	Minister	after	twenty-seven	years	in	the	foreign	
service.687	

§ 2000-Sharon	P.	Wilkinson	(Mozambique)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Mozambique	by	President	Bill	Clinton,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	
2003.688	

§ 2000-Pamela	Bridgewater	(Benin)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Benin	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2002.	She	earned	
her	M.A.	degree	in	political	science	at	the	University	of	Cincinnati	in	1970	
and	taught	at	the	college	level	for	ten	years.	She	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	
1980.689	

§ 2001-President	George	W.	Bush	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Republican,	
appoints	an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	forty-four	times	
between	2001	and	2009.690		

§ 2001-George	McDade	Staples	(Cameroon	and	Equatorial	Guinea)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	Cameroon	and	Equatorial	Guinea	by	President	
George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2004.	He	then	served	as	the	
director	general	of	the	foreign	service	from	May	2006	to	June	2007.691	

§ 2001-Johnny	Young	(Slovenia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Slovenia	by	
President	George	W.	Bush,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2004.	He	is	
among	only	a	handful	of	African	American	ambassadors	who	have	served	in	
four	countries.	He	helped	convince	Slovenia	to	join	the	North	Atlantic	Treaty	
Organization	(NATO)	and	the	European	Union.	He	left	this	post	to	retire	as	a	
Career	Ambassador.692		

§ 2001-Arlene	Render	(Ivory	Coast)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ivory	Coast	
by	President	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	she	remained	in	office	until	2004.	She	
coordinated	the	use	of	U.S.	troops	to	protect	foreign	nationals	when	a	violent	
civil	war	began	in	2002,	and	she	helped	provide	aid	to	refugees	from	
Liberia.693	

§ 2001-Ruth	A.	Davis	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	nominated	Director	
General	of	the	Foreign	Service	by	Secretary	of	State	Colin	Powell	and	
appointed	by	President	George	W.	Bush,	making	her	the	first	African	
American	to	serve	in	this	role.	She	held	the	post	from	2001	to	2003.	Upon	
her	retirement	from	the	Foreign	Service	in	2009,	she	was	the	longest	serving	
Career	Ambassador.694	
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§ 2001-Mattie	R.	Sharpless	(Central	African	Republic)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	the	Central	African	Republic	by	President	George	W.	Bush	
and	remained	in	office	until	2003.	After	earning	a	B.S.	degree	in	business	
education	from	North	Carolina	College	(HBCU),	she	joined	the	United	States	
Foreign	Agriculture	Service	and	worked	in	that	agency	for	forty	years.695	

§ 2001-Roy	L.	Austin	(Trinidad	and	Tobago)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Trinidad	and	Tobago	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and,	later,	President	
Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	He	earned	his	Ph.D.	in	
sociology	from	the	University	of	Washington	in	1973	and	joined	the	faculty	
at	Pennsylvania	State	University	where	he	remained	until	his	ambassador	
appointment.	As	ambassador,	he	promoted	trade	with	the	United	States	and	
encouraged	democracy	in	the	region.696	

§ 2002-James	David	McGee	(Swaziland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Swaziland	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2004.	
He	served	in	the	air	force	from	1968	to	1974	after	graduating	from	Indiana	
University	in	1968.	He	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1982,	working	in	
Nigeria,	Pakistan,	Netherlands,	India,	Jamaica,	and	Côte	d’Ivoire.697	

§ 2002-James	Irving	Gadsen	(Iceland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Iceland	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005.	He	earned	
his	M.A.	degree	in	Chinese	studies	from	Stanford	University	in	1972	and	
began	his	career	in	the	state	department,	serving	in	Taiwan,	Hungary,	and	
France.	He	helped	broker	trade	agreements	and	encouraged	Iceland	to	fully	
join	the	European	Union.698	

§ 2002-Joseph	Huggins	(Botswana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Botswana	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005.	He	joined	
the	Foreign	Service	in	1977,	serving	in	Guinea,	Jordan,	Kenya,	and	Togo.	As	
ambassador,	he	helped	promote	trade	and	investment	between	the	United	
States	and	Botswana.699	

§ 2002-Larry	Palmer	(Honduras)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Honduras	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005.	He	earned	his	
B.A.	degree	in	history	from	Emory	University	and	served	in	the	Peace	Corps	
in	Liberia	from	1971	to	1973.	He	earned	and	M.A.	degree	and	a	Doctorate	of	
Education	before	teaching.	He	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1982,	serving	in	
the	Dominican	Republic,	Uruguay,	Paraguay,	Sierra	Leone,	Korea,	and	
Ecuador.	From	2005	to	2010,	he	headed	the	Inter-American	Foundation	
government	agency	that	distributes	financial	aid	to	Latin	America.700	

§ 2002-Wanda	L.	Nesbitt	(Madagascar)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Madagascar	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
2004.	She	earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	national	security	strategies	from	the	
National	Defense	University	in	1997	and	became	a	career	foreign	service	
officer,	serving	in	Haiti,	France,	Rwanda,	and	Tanzania.	As	ambassador,	she	
promoted	environmental	protection	and	poverty	reduction.701	

§ 2002-Aurelia	E.	Brazeal	(Ethiopia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ethiopia	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005.	Already	a	
career	diplomat,	this	appointment	made	her	the	first	African	American	
woman	named	ambassador	by	three	presidents.	After	leaving	office,	she	
became	a	Diplomat-in-Residence	at	Howard	University.702	

§ 2002-Charles	Aaron	Ray	(Cambodia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Cambodia	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	this	role	until	
2005.	As	ambassador,	he	focused	on	cultural	preservation	and	ending	human	
trafficking,	while	also	improving	relations	with	the	U.S.	after	decades	of	
communist	dictatorship	under	Khmer	Rouge	(1975-1979)	and	Vietnamese	
occupation	(1978-1989).703	

§ 2002-Gail	Denise	Mathieu	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005.	She	earned	
her	J.D.	degree	from	Rutgers	University	School	of	Law	in	1976	and	worked	as	
a	city	prosecutor	before	joining	the	Foreign	Service	in	1978.	Her	overseas	
assignments	included	Switzerland,	Saudi	Arabia,	France,	Trinidad	and	
Tobago,	Santo	Domingo,	and	the	Dominican	Republic.	While	ambassador,	
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Niger	experienced	a	severe	drought	and	she	addressed	poverty,	
malnutrition,	food	insecurity,	and	trade	growth.704	

§ 2002-Richard	Lewis	Baltimore	(Oman)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Oman	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2006.	He	earned	
his	J.D.	degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1969	and	joined	the	Foreign	
Service,	working	in	Portugal,	Zambia,	South	Africa,	Egypt,	Hungary,	Costa	
Rica,	and	Saudi	Arabia.	He	is	fluent	in	French,	Hungarian,	Spanish,	and	
Portuguese.	While	he	was	ambassador,	Oman	became	the	first	country	in	the	
Middle	East	to	host	a	U.S.	government-sponsored	library	and	computer	
reference	center.705	

§ 2003-Harry	K.	Thomas,	Jr.	(Bangladesh)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Bangladesh	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
2005.	He	earned	his	B.A.	degree	in	1978	from	the	College	of	the	Holy	Cross	
and	his	M.A.	degree	in	urban	planning	from	Columbia	University	before	
joining	the	Foreign	Service	in	1984,	serving	in	Peru,	Nigeria,	Zimbabwe,	and	
India.706	

§ 2003-Margarita	Ragsdale	(Djibouti)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Djibouti	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2006.	She	earned	
M.A.	and	Ph.D.	degrees	from	the	University	of	Virginia	and	a	J.D.	degree	from	
Columbia	University.	In	1984,	she	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	working	in	
Kuwait,	Somalia,	United	Arab	Emirates,	Oman,	Qatar,	South	Africa,	and	
Sudan.	At	the	time,	Djibouti	housed	the	only	U.S.	military	base	in	Africa	and,	
during	her	tenure,	the	U.S.	increased	training	and	resources	for	the	Djibouti	
navy.	She	also	oversaw	$27	million	in	monetary	aid	for	healthcare	and	
education.707	

§ 2003-Roland	W.	Bullen	(Guyana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Guyana	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2008.	Born	in	
Grenada,	he	came	to	the	United	States	in	1966	and	earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	
city	planning	from	Alliant	International	University	in	1973.	He	joined	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1977	and	worked	primarily	in	nations	on	the	Caribbean	
Sea,	including	Belize,	Venezuela,	Costa	Rica,	Colombia,	and	the	Dominican	
Republic.	As	ambassador,	he	worked	to	reduce	narcotics	trafficking,	increase	
support	for	HIV/AIDS	treatment,	and	coordinate	emergency	planning	for	
hurricanes.708	

§ 2004-James	David	McGee	(Madagascar)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Madagascar	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
2007.	While	in	this	role	he	represented	US	interests	to	the	nation	of	
Comoros.	He	speaks	Vietnamese	and	French.709		

§ 2004-Jendayi	E.	Frazier	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	South	
Africa	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2005,	
making	her	the	first	woman	to	hold	this	position.	She	earned	her	Ph.D.	
degree	in	political	science	at	Stanford	University	in	1994	before	researching	
and	teaching	at	universities	in	Kenya,	Colorado,	and	Massachusetts.	As	
ambassador,	she	expanded	HIV/AIDS	programs	and	orchestrated	
peacekeeping	through	a	bilateral	agreement	for	the	African	Contingency	
Operations	Training	Assistant	program.710	

§ 2004-June	Carter	Perry	(Lesotho)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Lesotho	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2007.	She	earned	
her	M.A.	degree	in	history	from	the	University	of	Chicago	in	1967	before	
working	in	a	variety	of	roles	related	broadcasting,	community	services,	anti-
poverty	efforts,	and	the	Peace	Corps.	She	joined	the	foreign	service	in	1983,	
working	in	Zambia,	Zimbabwe,	France,	Madagascar,	and	Central	African	
Republic.	As	ambassador,	she	focused	on	healthcare,	education,	water	
systems,	and	economic	infrastructure.711	

§ 2004-Joyce	A.	Barr	(Namibia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Namibia	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2007.	She	earned	an	
M.A.	degree	in	public	administration	from	Harvard	University	and	joined	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1979,	working	in	Sweden,	Hungary,	Kenya,	Sudan,	
Turkmenistan,	and	Malaysia.	She	has	worked	in	a	number	of	domestic	roles	
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in	Washington,	D.C.,	including	serving	as	assistant	secretary	of	state	for	
administration	from	2011	to	2017.712		

§ 2005-Harry	K.	Thomas,	Jr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	executive	
secretary	to	the	Department	of	State	during	the	administration	of	President	
George	W.	Bush	from	2005	to	2007.	He	previously	served	as	National	
Security	Council	Director	for	South	Asia	under	U.S.	National	Security	Advisor	
Condoleezza	Rice	starting	in	2001.713		

§ 2005-Roger	D.	Pierce	(Cape	Verde)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Cape	
Verde	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2008.	He	
earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	Latin	American	literature	from	the	University	of	
Maryland	and	achieved	fluency	in	Spanish,	Turkish,	and	Portuguese.	He	
joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1987	and	worked	in	Mexico,	Chile,	India,	
Turkey,	Netherlands,	Egypt,	and	Honduras.	As	ambassador,	he	focused	on	
economic	programs,	particularly	those	related	to	low-income	women	and	
salt	exportation	to	the	United	States.714	

§ 2005-Pamela	Bridgewater	(Ghana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ghana	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2008.	Just	prior	to	
her	appointment,	she	worked	as	the	State	Department’s	Special	Coordinator	
for	Peace	in	Liberia,	helping	the	country	establish	peaceful	elections	after	its	
civil	war.715		

§ 2006-Bernadette	Allen	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2010.	After	earning	
her	B.A.	degree	in	French	civilization	and	linguistics	from	Central	College	in	
1978,	she	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1980.	Fluent	in	French	and	Mandarin	
Chinese,	she	served	in	Burundi,	Philippines,	Japan,	China,	and	Canada.716	

§ 2006-Eric	M.	Bost	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	South	Africa	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	He	earned	
his	M.A.	degree	in	special	education	from	the	University	of	South	Florida	in	
1985,	subsequently	working	in	various	human	services	offices,	the	
Department	of	Economic	Security	in	Arizona,	and	the	United	States	
Department	of	Agriculture.	As	ambassador,	he	focused	on	education	and	
healthcare.	In	2006,	he	organized	an	HIV	treatment	facility	in	Johannesburg	
due,	in	part,	to	criticism	from	U.S.	Senator	Barack	Obama	that	U.S.	officials	
were	not	adequately	combating	South	Africa’s	AIDS	epidemic.717	

§ 2006-Gayleatha	B.	Brown	(Benin)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Benin	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	She	earned	
her	M.A.	degree	from	Howard	University	in	1970,	and	she	worked	for	the	
Agency	for	International	Development	before	joining	the	Foreign	Service	in	
1982.	Her	overseas	appointments	included	France,	Côte	d’Ivorie,	South	
Africa,	Zimbabwe,	Tanzania,	Canada,	Senegal,	Guinea,	and	Mauritania.	She	
was	fluent	in	French	and	Swahili.718	

§ 2006-Clyde	Bishop	(Marshall	Islands)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	the	
Marshall	Islands	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	
his	retirement	in	2009.	He	earned	his	Ph.D.	in	public	policy	analysis	from	the	
University	of	Delaware	in	1976	before	working	in	academia	and	joining	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1981.	Fluent	in	Italian,	Portuguese,	and	Spanish,	he	served	
in	Italy,	India,	China,	Brazil,	and	South	Korea.	As	ambassador,	he	faced	
criticism	and	managed	projects	related	to	the	history	of	Cold	War	U.S.	
nuclear	testing	on	the	Marshall	Islands.719	

§ 2007-Barry	L.	Wells	(Gambia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Gambia	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2010.	He	earned	his	
M.A.	degree	in	social	work	from	the	University	of	Pittsburgh	in	1970	and	
worked	as	a	professor	and	university	administrator.	He	worked	for	the	
Peace	Corps	(1978-1988)	before	joining	the	Department	of	State’s	Foreign	
Service	Institute	in	1988.720	

§ 2007-Eunice	Reddick	(Republic	of	Gabon,	Democratic	Republic	of	São	
Tomé	and	Príncipe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	both	the	Republic	of	
Gabon	and	the	Democratic	Republic	of	São	Tomé	and	Príncipe	by	President	
George	W.	Bush	and,	later,	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	
office	until	2010.	She	earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	international	affairs	from	
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Columbia	University	in	1975,	worked	at	the	Africa-America	Institute	in	New	
York	City,	and	then	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1980.721		

§ 2007-John	Withers	II	(Albania)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Albania	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2010.	As	a	child	he	
lived	in	a	variety	of	countries	in	Southeast	Asia	and	East	Africa	because	his	
father,	John	L.	Withers,	Sr.,	was	a	diplomat	with	the	United	States	Agency	
for	International	Development.	He	earned	his	Ph.D.	degree	in	modern	
Chinese	history	from	Yale	University	in	1983	and	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	
working	in	countries	such	as	Netherlands,	Lagos,	Nigeria,	Russia,	Ireland,	
and	Iceland.	As	ambassador,	he	supported	poverty	reduction	and	economic	
growth	while	critiquing	political	corruption.722	

§ 2007-Maurice	S.	Parker	(Swaziland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Swaziland	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	
He	earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	education	administration	from	San	Francisco	
State	University	in	1974	and,	that	same	year,	joined	the	Foreign	Service.	He	
served	in	a	variety	of	roles	throughout	Guyana,	Spain,	Mexico,	Colombia,	
Scotland,	Nigeria,	and	Mexico.723	

§ 2007-Gail	Denise	Mathieu	(Namibia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Namibia	
by	President	George	W.	Bush	and,	later,	President	Barack	Obama	and	
remained	in	office	until	2010.	As	ambassador,	she	focused	on	strengthening	
democracy,	human	rights,	HIV/AIDS	treatment,	and	economic	growth.724	

§ 2007-Harry	K.	Thomas,	Jr.	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	director	
general	of	the	Foreign	Service	from	2007	to	2009	during	the	administration	
of	President	George	W.	Bush.725		

§ 2007-June	Carter	Perry	(Sierra	Leone)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Sierra	
Leone	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	As	
Sierra	Leone	had	just	emerged	from	a	decade-long	civil	war,	she	primarily	
focused	on	peacekeeping	and	transition	back	to	democratic	rule.	She	also	
brought	the	Peace	Corps	to	Sierra	Leone	and	a	U.S.	government	program	that	
funded	agricultural	and	infrastructure	development.726	

§ 2007-James	David	McGee	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Zimbabwe	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	
In	2008,	he	spoke	to	the	press	about	government	attacks	against	opposition	
candidate	Morgan	Tsvangirai	and,	as	a	result,	President	Robert	Mugabe	
threatened	to	expel	him	from	Zimbabwe.727		

§ 2007-Wanda	L.	Nesbitt	(Ivory	Coast)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Ivory	
Coast	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and,	later,	by	President	Barack	
Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2010.	As	ambassador	she	addressed	
child	labor,	orphan	care,	coffee	and	cocoa	trade,	and	electoral	reform.728	

§ 2008-John	Jones	(Guyana)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Guyana	by	
President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2009.	He	attended	
law	school	at	Howard	University	and	earned	his	M.A.	degree	in	business	
administration	from	the	Wharton	School	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	
After	teaching	and	practicing	law,	he	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1981	and	
served	in	Honduras,	Burkina	Faso,	Belgium,	Thailand,	Santo	Domingo,	the	
Dominican	Republic,	and	Costa	Rica.	As	ambassador,	he	promoted	education,	
mass	communication,	and	economic	growth.729	

§ 2008-Linda	Thomas-Greenfield	(Liberia)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Liberia	by	President	George	W.	Bush	and	remained	in	office	until	2012.	She	
earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	political	science	from	the	University	of	Wisconsin	
in	1975	and,	in	1982,	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	working	in	Jamaica,	Nigeria,	
Gambia,	Kenya,	Pakistan,	Switzerland,	and	Rwanda.	As	ambassador,	she	
encouraged	democracy	after	decades	of	civil	wars.730		

§ 2008-Marcia	S.	Bernicat	(Senegal	and	Guinea-Bissau)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Senegal	and	Guinea-Bissau	by	President	George	W.	Bush	
and	remained	in	office	until	2011.	She	earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	foreign	
service	from	Georgetown	University	in	1980	and,	the	next	year,	joined	the	
Foreign	Service,	working	in	Mali,	France,	Morocco,	Malawi,	and	Barbados.	As	
ambassador,	she	oversaw	a	$540	million	grant	for	infrastructure	and	broke	
ground	on	a	new	embassy.731	
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§ 2008-C.	Steven	McGann	(Fiji,	Tuvalu,	Tonga,	Nauru,	and	Kiribati)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	five	South	Pacific	island	nations—Fiji,	Tuvalu,	
Tonga,	Nauru,	and	Kiribati—by	President	George	W.	Bush	and,	later,	
President	Barack	Obama,	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2011.	He	joined	
the	Foreign	Service	in	1992,	serving	in	Taiwan,	Zaire,	South	Africa,	Australia,	
and	Kenya.	He	was	a	member	of	the	U.S.	Mission	to	the	United	Nations	from	
1998	to	2000,	and	held	a	number	of	other	roles	in	the	diplomatic	corps.	
While	ambassador,	he	was	the	first	U.S.	representative	to	the	Pacific	Islands	
Forum,	an	intergovernmental	organization	focused	on	cooperation	among	
nations	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	He	also	focused	on	democracy,	law	enforcement,	
maritime	security,	humanitarian	assistance,	and	disaster	response.732	

§ 2009-Alfonso	E.	Lenhardt	(Tanzania)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Tanzania	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2013.	He	
earned	M.A.	degrees	in	administration	of	justice	from	Wichita	State	
University	and	in	public	administration	from	Central	Michigan	University.	He	
served	in	the	army	from	1966	to	1997,	then	transitioning	to	nonprofit	work.	
Later,	in	2014,	he	became	the	deputy	administrator	of	United	States	Agency	
for	International	Development.733	

§ 2009-Mary	Jo	Wills	(Mauritius	and	the	Seychelles)	is	appointed	
ambassador	Mauritius	and	Seychelles	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	
remained	in	office	until	2011.	She	earned	M.A.	degrees	in	business	
administration	from	Virginia	Tech	and	in	national	security	strategy	from	the	
National	War	College.	She	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1980,	serving	in	
Nigeria,	Sierra	Leone,	Gambia,	and	Italy.	As	ambassador,	she	focused	on	
pollution,	climate	change,	piracy,	human	trafficking,	and	maritime	
security.734	

§ 2009-Nicole	Avant	(Bahamas)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Bahamas	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2011.	The	daughter	
of	Clarence	Avant	and	Jacqueline	Avant,	both	recording	industry	veterans,	
she	both	acted	and	worked	as	vice	president	for	interior	music	publishing	at	
A&M	records.	She	used	her	connections	in	the	entertainment	industry	to	
fundraise	for	Congressman	Harold	Ford,	Jr.	and	President	Barack	
Obama.	As	ambassador,	she	focused	on	education,	economic	and	small	
business	growth,	women’s	issues,	disabilities,	and	alternative	energy.	She	
was	the	first	black	woman	and	the	youngest	American	ambassador	to	the	
Bahamas.735	

§ 2009-Teddy	B.	Taylor	(Papua	New	Guinea,	Solomon	Islands,	and	
Vanuatu)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Papua	New	Guinea,	Solomon	Island,	
and	Vanuatu	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	
2012.	He	earned	his	B.A.	degree	in	political	science	from	Florida	A&M	
University	in	1975,	and,	in	1978,	began	his	diplomatic	career.	He	speaks	
Spanish,	Turkish,	and	Hungarian,	and	has	served	in	Guatemala,	Panama,	
Honduras,	Hungary,	and	Cuba.	As	ambassador,	he	focused	on	economic	
improvements	and	women’s	issues.	His	wife,	Antoinette	Corbin-Taylor,	is	
also	a	foreign	service	officer.	In	2001,	he	became	the	first	African	America	
director	of	the	U.S.	Foreign	Service	Institute.736	

§ 2009-President	Barack	Obama	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	Democrat,	appoints	
an	African	American	to	an	ambassadorship	forty-one	times	between	
2009	and	2015.737		

§ 2009-Susan	Rice	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	U.S.	
Ambassador	to	the	United	Nations	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	she	
remained	in	office	until	2013.	After	serving	as	a	senior	fellow	at	the	
Brookings	Institute	(2001)	and	a	foreign	policy	advisor	for	the	John	Kerry	
presidential	campaign	(2004),	she	publicly	endorsed	Obama	for	president	
and	he,	the	next	year,	gave	her	a	cabinet	appointment.738		

§ 2009-Johnnie	Carson	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	Assistant	
Secretary	of	State	for	African	Affairs	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	he	
remained	in	office	until	his	retirement	from	the	Foreign	Service	in	2013.739		

§ 2009-Pamela	Bridgewater	(Jamaica)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Jamaica	
by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2013.740		
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§ 2009-Charles	Aaron	Ray	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Zimbabwe	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	this	role	until	
2012.	After	earning	his	M.S.	degree	in	national	security	strategy	from	the	
National	Defense	University	and	serving	in	the	army	from	1962	to	1982,	he	
joined	the	Foreign	Service	where	he	worked	in	China,	Thailand,	Sierra	Leone,	
and	Vietnam.741	

§ 2009-Harry	K.	Thomas,	Jr.	(Philippines)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Philippines	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2013,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	in	this	post.	As	ambassador,	he	
focused	on	mutual	defense	treaties,	immigration	concerns,	and	economic	
relationships.	He	speaks	Spanish,	Hindi,	and	Bengali.742	

§ 2000-Karen	Freeman-Wilson	(Indiana)	is	elected	attorney	general	of	
Indiana	and	remained	in	office	until	2001.	She	was	subsequently	elected	
mayor	of	Gary,	Indiana	and	remained	in	office	until	2019.	She	earned	a	J.D.	
degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	and	served	as	a	judge	in	Gary	from	1995	to	
2000.743	

§ 2003-Jeannette	Bradley	(Ohio)	is	elected	lieutenant	governor	of	Ohio	as	
the	running	mate	of	Governor	Bob	Taft	and	she	remained	in	office	until	
2005,	making	her	the	first	African	American	lieutenant	governor	of	any	state.	
She	previously	served	as	the	first	African	American	woman	on	the	Columbus	
City	Council	from	1991	to	2003.	Governor	Taft	appointed	her	state	treasurer	
from	2005	to	2007.744		

§ 2003-Ray	Miller	(HM)	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	Ohio	State	Senate	and	
remained	in	office	until	2010.	In	2008,	he	replaced	minority	leader	Teresa	
Fedor.	He	sponsored	legislation	that	helped	created	the	Ohio	Department	of	
Alcohol	and	Drug	Addiction	Services,	the	Community	Mental	Health	Act	of	
1988	and	the	Ohio	Commission	on	Minority	Health.745		

§ 2006-Lisa	Perez	Jackson	(New	Jersey)	serves	as	the	Commissioner	of	
Environmental	Protection	of	New	Jersey	under	Governor	Jon	Corzine,	and	
she	remained	in	this	role	until	2008.	In	this	role,	she	headed	programs	
regulation	land	use,	water	supply,	geological	surveys,	water	monitoring,	and	
watershed	management.	She	earned	an	M.A.	degree	in	chemical	engineering	
from	Princeton	University	in	1986	and	worked	for	the	Environmental	
Protection	Agency	developing	hazardous	waste	cleanup	regulations.746		
	

§ 2007-Deval	Patrick	(HM)	(Massachusetts)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	of	governor	of	Massachusetts	and	remained	in	office	until	
2015.747		

§ 2007-David	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	is	elected	lieutenant	
governor	of	New	York.748	

§ 2007-Hakeem	Jeffries	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	New	York	legislature	
and	remained	in	office	until	2012,	when	he	is	elected	to	Congress.	He	
proposed	a	bill	that	ended	New	York’s	stop-and-frisk	database.	He	earned	
a	J.D.	degree	from	New	York	University	School	of	Law	in	1997	and	worked	
as	a	corporate	lawyer	in	prestigious	New	York	firms.749	

§ 2008-David	A.	Paterson	(HM)	(New	York)	is	sworn	is	as	governor	of	
New	York	after	the	resignation	of	Governor	Eliot	Spitzer,	becoming	the	
first	legally	blind	governor,	the	first	black	governor	of	New	York,	and	the	
fourth	black	governor	of	any	state.750	

§ 2009-Velda	Jones	Potter	(Delaware)	is	appointed	state	treasurer	of	
Delaware	to	finish	the	term	of	Jack	Markell	who	is	elected	governor.	This	
made	her	the	first	African	American	woman	to	hold	statewide	office	in	
Delaware,	and	she	remained	in	this	role	until	2011	when	she	lost	the	election	
to	Chipman	“Chip”	L.	Flowers,	Jr.751			

§ 2000-Michael	B.	Coleman	(HM)	(Columbus,	OH)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Columbus,	Ohio	and	remained	in	office	until	2016,	making	him	the	city’s	first	
African	American	mayor.	He	served	on	the	city	council	from	1992	to	1999,	
where	he	was	president	from	1997	to	1999.	He	earned	a	JD	from	the	
University	of	Dayton	School	of	Law	in	1980	and	worked	as	a	legislative	aide	
for	Councilman	Ben	Epsy.	As	mayor,	he	reduced	the	city	budget,	boosted	
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the	city’s	police	and	fire	services,	was	a	member	of	the	Mayors	Against	
Illegal	Guns	Coalition.752		

§ 2001-Mohammed	Kasim	Reed	(Atlanta,	GA)	serves	as	campaign	manager	
for	Shirley	Franklin’s	successful	campaign	for	mayor	of	Atlanta,	Georgia.753		

§ 2002-A.	C.	Warton,	Jr.	(HM)	(Shelby	County,	TN)	is	elected	as	the	first	
African	American	mayor	of	Shelby	County,	Tennessee	and	remained	in	office	
until	2009.	“As	Shelby	County	Mayor,	he	established	Operation	Safe	
Community,	the	area's	first	comprehensive	crime-fighting	plan,	developed	
the	community’s	first	smart	growth	and	sustainability	plan,	and	tackled	
education	and	early	childhood	development	issues	with	programs	like	
“Books	from	Birth”	and	“Ready,	Set,	Grow.”754	

§ 2002-Kwame	Kilpatrick	(Detroit,	MI)	is	elected	mayor	of	Detroit	and	
remained	in	office	until	2008,	making	him	the	youngest	mayor	of	Detroit	at	
thirty-one	years	old.	His	mother,	Carolyn	Cheeks	Kilpatrick,	served	in	the	
Michigan	House	of	Representatives	(1979-1996)	and	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	(1996-2010),	and	his	father,	Bernard	Kilpatrick,	served	on	
the	Wayne	County	Commission.	Kwame	Kilpatrick	resigned	as	mayor	after	
being	convicted	of	perjury	and	obstruction	of	justice.755		

§ 2002-Shirley	Clarke	Franklin	(Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Atlanta	
and	remained	in	office	until	2010,	making	her	the	first	African	American	
woman	to	become	mayor	of	a	major	Southern	city.	She	previously	served	as	
commissioner	of	cultural	affairs	under	Mayor	Maynard	Jackson	and	as	
chief	administrative	officer	and	city	manager	under	Mayor	Andrew	Young.	
As	mayor,	she	reduced	the	number	of	government	employees	and	raised	
taxes	to	balance	the	city	budget,	prioritized	repairing	the	sewer	system,	and	
received	90%	of	the	vote	for	reelection	in	2005.756	
	

§ 2005-Mark	Mallory	(Cincinnati,	OH)	is	elected	mayor	of	Cincinnati,	Ohio	
and	remained	in	office	until	2013,	making	him	the	city’s	first	directly	
elected	African	America	mayor.	As	mayor,	he	focused	on	bipartisanship,	cut	
property	tax,	increase	police	and	fire	services,	funded	local	arts,	supported	
environmental	measures,	and	improved	public	transportation.757		

§ 2006-Cory	Booker	(Newark,	NJ)	is	elected	mayor	of	Newark,	New	Jersey	
and	remained	in	office	until	2013.758	

§ 2007-Ronald	V.	Dellums	(HM)	(Oakland,	CA)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Oakland,	California	and	remained	in	office	until	2011.759	

§ 2007-Muriel	Bowser	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	to	the	Council	of	the	
District	of	Columbia	representing	Ward	4	to	replace	Adrian	Fenty,	who	left	
the	council	after	being	elected	mayor.	Bowser	had	been	Fenty’s	campaign	
coordinator	for	Ward	4,	and	he	supported	her	run	for	the	council.760		

§ 2007-Adrian	Fenty	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	mayor	of	Washington,	
D.C.	and	remained	in	office	until	2011.	He	served	on	the	Council	of	the	
District	of	Columbia	from	2000	to	2006.	As	mayor,	he	focused	on	education	
reform	(improving	student	test	scores	and	graduation	rates),	overhauled	
district	agencies,	expanded	community	policing	initiatives,	and	oversaw	
community	and	infrastructure	development.761		

§ 2007-Sheila	Ann	Dixon	(Baltimore,	MD),	first	in	the	mayoral	line	of	
succession	as	city	council	president,	becomes	mayor	of	Baltimore	when	
Martin	O’Malley	resigned	to	become	governor.	She	remained	in	office	until	
2010,	making	her	the	city’s	first	woman	and	African	American	woman	
mayor.	She	resigned	as	mayor	as	part	of	a	plea	agreement	after	facing	felony	
and	misdemeanor	counts	related	to	perjury,	theft,	and	misconduct.	City	
Council	President	Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake	succeeded	her	as	mayor.762	

§ 2007-Carl	Brewer	(Wichita,	KA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Wichita	and	remained	
in	office	until	2015,	making	him	the	city’s	first	elected	African	American	
mayor	(A.	Price	Woodward,	Jr.	served	one	term	as	mayor	in	1970	upon	
appointment	by	the	city	council).	He	previous	served	on	the	city	council	from	
2001	to	2007,	and	he	unsuccessfully	ran	for	the	Democratic	nomination	for	
governor	in	2017	(losing	to	state	senator	Laura	Kelly,	who,	after	she	won	
the	election,	appointed	him	to	the	Governor’s	Council	on	Tax	Reform).763	

													Mark	Mallory		



 105	

§ 2008-Kevin	Johnson	(Sacramento,	CA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Sacramento,	
California	and	remained	in	office	until	2016,	making	him	the	city’s	first	
African	American	mayor.	Before	his	political	career,	he	played	professional	
basketball	in	the	National	Basketball	Association	for	the	Cleveland	
Cavaliers	and	the	Phoenix	Suns.	As	mayor,	he	launched	initiatives	to	
encourage	public	service,	support	local	art,	reduce	homelessness,	improve	
education,	support	environmental	efforts,	and	reduce	gang	violence.	He	
encountered	controversy	related	to	sexual	assault	and	harassment	
allegations	and	code	violations	related	to	real	estate	holdings.764			

§ 2008-Michael	A.	Nutter	(HM)	(Philadelphia,	PA)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Philadelphia	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	As	mayor,	he	worked	to	
reform	the	police	department,	increased	sustainability	measures,	and	
commissioned	“the	PhillyRising	Collaborative”	to	help	reduce	crime	by	
improving	quality	of	life	(including	public	computer	labs,	community	
swimming	pools,	among	other	neighborhood	improvement	projects).	He	
served	as	the	70th	president	of	the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	
from	2012	to	2013.	He	also	served	on	the	Philadelphia	City	Council	from	
1992	to	2006.765	

§ 2008-Kenneth	Cockrel,	Jr.	(Detroit,	MI),	the	president	of	the	Detroit	City	
Council	(2005-2008),	becomes	interim	mayor	of	Detroit	after	Mayor	
Kwame	Kilpatrick	pleads	guilty	to	perjury	and	obstruction	of	justice	and	
resigns	from	office.	He	ran	for	a	full	term	in	office	in	2009	but	lost	to	Dave	
Bing.766		

§ 2009-Myron	Lowery	(HM)	(Memphis,	TN)	becomes	the	interim	mayor	of	
Memphis	from	July	31,	2009	to	October	26,	2009,	following	the	retirement	of	
Willie	W.	Herenton.	He	then	ran	for	mayor	in	a	special	election	in	2009	but	
lost	to	A.C.	Wharton.767	

§ 2009-Anthony	Foxx	(Charlotte,	NC)	is	elected	mayor	of	Charlotte,	North	
Carolina	and	he	remained	in	office	until	2013.	He	earned	a	law	from	the	New	
York	University	School	of	Law	in	1996	and	practiced	law	before	entering	
politics	by	serving	as	campaign	manager	for	Congressman	Mel	Watt.	He	
was	elected	to	the	Charlotte	City	Council	(2005-2009)	where	he	chaired	the	
Transportation	Committee.	He	was	the	second	African	American	mayor	of	
Charlotte	after	Harvey	Gantt.768	

§ 2009-Dave	Bing	(Detroit,	MI)	is	elected	mayor	of	Detroit	and	remained	in	
office	until	2013.	He	played	for	twelve	seasons	in	the	National	Basketball	
Association	with	the	Detroit	Pistons,	Washington	Bullets,	and	Boston	
Celtics.769	

§ 2009-A.	C.	Warton,	Jr.	(HM)	(Memphis,	TN)	becomes	the	mayor	of	
Memphis	(defeating	interim	mayor	Myron	Lowery)	and	remained	in	office	
until	2015.	As	mayor	he	pledged	to	build	fifty	miles	of	bicycle	lanes,	
promoted	employment	in	the	city,	and	faced	criticism	for	awarding	contracts	
to	friends.770	

§ 2009-Ayanna	Pressley	(Boston,	MA)	becomes	the	first	black	woman	
elected	to	the	Boston	City	Council.771		

 
	

2010-2019	
§ 2017-Donald	J.	Trump	(New	York)	is	elected	the	45th	president	of	the	

United	States.	Trump	has	faced	criticism	for	his	treatment	of	African	
Americans	and	other	minorities,	his	failure	to	condemn	the	white	
supremacist	“Unite	the	Right	rally”		(Charlottesville,	VA,	2017),	and	his	
efforts	to	close	the	U.S.	border	to	immigration.	In	2017,	he	appointed	African	
American	neurosurgeon	Benjamin	Solomon	Carson,	Sr.	as	the	Secretary	of	
Housing	and	Urban	Development.	

§ 2011-Tim	Scott	(South	Carolina)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	to	represent	South	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	until	
2013.	A	member	of	the	Republican	Party	who	declined	to	join	the	
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Congressional	Black	Caucus,	he	supported	welfare	reform	that	reduced	food	
stamps,	reduction	in	federal	spending	and	taxes,	and	repealing	the	
Affordable	Care	Act.	He	previously	served	in	the	South	Carolina	House	of	
Representatives	(2009-2011)	and	the	Charleston	County	Council	(1995-
2009).772		

§ 2011-Patrick	Gaspard	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	the	executive	director	
of	the	Democratic	National	Committee	from	2011	to	2013.773	

§ 2011-Donna	Brazile	(Washington,	D.C.),	a	political	strategist	and	
campaign	manager,	serves	as	the	chair	of	the	Democratic	National	
Committee	from	April	2011	to	May	2011	and	from	July	2016	to	February	
2017.774	

§ 2011-Higher	Heights	(location	unknown)	is	founded	by	Glynda	C.	Carr	
and	Kimberly	Peeler-Allen	to	support	and	promote	black	women	elected	
officials.775	

§ 2012-Ludmya	“Mia”	Love	(Utah)	gains	national	prominence	when	she	
serves	as	a	keynote	speaker	at	the	2012	Republican	National	Convention	
in	Tampa,	Florida	where	Mitt	Romney	accepted	the	party	nomination.	In	
2014,	she	was	then	appointed	to	the	RNC’s	National	Advisory	Council	of	
African	American	Outreach.776		

§ 2013-Cory	Booker	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate,	becoming	the	
first	African	American	U.S.	senator	from	New	Jersey.	While	in	office,	he	
supported	legislation	related	to	women’s	rights,	affirmative	action,	same-sex	
marriage,	healthcare	reform,	criminal	justice	reform,	and	climate	change.777	

§ 2013-Joyce	Beatty	(Ohio)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
from	Ohio	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	She	previously	served	in	the	
Ohio	House	of	Representatives	from	1999	to	2008,	succeeding	her	husband,	
Otto	Beatty,	Jr.,	who	held	that	seat	from	1980	to	1999.	She	was	also	the	first	
woman	Democratic	House	Leader	in	the	history	of	the	Ohio	legislature.	In	
the	U.S.	Congress,	she	served	on	the	Committee	on	Finance	Services	and	the	
Joint	Economic	Committee.778	

§ 2013-Hakeem	Jeffries	(New	York)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	New	York	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	joined	
the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	and	served	as	its	Whip.	While	in	office,	he	
has	addressed	criminal	justice,	public	housing,	voting	rights,	and	LGBTQ	
discrimination.779	

§ 2013-Maxine	Waters	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	ranking	
member	of	the	House	Financial	Services	Committee	and	remained	in	that	
position	until	2019.780	

§ 2013-Anthony	Foxx	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	Secretary	of	
Transportation	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	he	remained	in	office	
until	2017.	While	in	this	role,	he	prepared	and	supported	the	Grow	America	
Act	(2014),	consolidated	financial	programs,	and	established	new	rules	for	
drones.781	
	

§ 2013-Susan	Rice	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	the	twenty-fourth	U.S.	
National	Security	Advisor	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	she	remained	
in	office	until	2017.	She	was	the	first	African	American,	the	third	woman,	and	
the	second	youngest	person	to	hold	this	position.	She	previously	served	as	a	
foreign	policy	advisor	for	the	Obama	campaign	during	the	2008	presidential	
race.782		

§ 2013-Tim	Scott	(South	Carolina)	is	appointed	to	the	U.S.	Senate	from	
South	Carolina	by	Governor	Nikki	Haley	to	replace	retiring	Senator	Jim	
DeMint.	He	won	a	special	election	in	2014,	was	re-elected	in	2014,	and	
remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	He	is	only	the	seventh	African	American	to	
serve	in	the	senate,	the	first	black	senator	from	South	Carolina,	and	the	first	
African	American	senator	elected	from	the	South	since	1881.783	

§ 2013-Jeh	C.	Johnson	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	U.S.	Secretary	
of	Homeland	Security	by	President	Barack	Obama,	and	he	remained	in	
office	until	2017.	He	previously	served	as	general	counsel	of	the	Department	
of	Defense	under	President	Barack	Obama	(2009-2012)	and	general	
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counsel	of	the	Air	Force	under	President	Bill	Clinton	(1998-20010).	He	
obtained	his	J.D.	degree	from	Columbia	University	in	1982	and	began	his	
career	at	the	New	York	law	firm	of	Paul,	Weiss,	Rifkind,	Wharton,	and	
Garrison	LLP,	where	he	became	the	first	African	American	partner	in	
1994.784	

§ 2014-Melvin	“Mel”	Watt	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	appointed	director	of	
the	Federal	Housing	Finance	Agency	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	
remained	in	this	role	until	2019.785		

§ 2014-The	Center	for	Analysis	and	Research	(CPAR)	(Washington,	D.C.)	
is	created	by	the	Congressional	Black	Caucus	Foundation	to	create	and	
disseminate	policy	research.786		

§ 2015-John	Conyers,	Jr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	Dean	of	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives,	a	largely	symbolic	post	
that	recognizes	the	longest	continuously	serving	member	of	the	House.	He	
resigned	from	the	House	on	December	5,	2017	amid	news	reports	that	he	
had	used	funds	from	his	congressional	office	in	a	settlement	over	sexual	
harassment	charges	brought	a	former	woman	staff	assistant.787		

§ 2015-Ludmya	“Mia”	Love	(Utah)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Utah	and	remained	in	office	until	2019.	Along	with	
being	the	first	black	person	from	Utah	elected	to	Congress,	she	was	the	first	
black	Republican	woman	and	the	first	Haitian	American	elected	to	Congress.	
While	in	office,	she	supported	cuts	to	federal	spending,	increased	border	
control,	gun	rights,	and	repeal	of	the	Affordable	Care	Act.	During	her	
campaign	for	office,	she	said	she	would	take	the	Congressional	Black	
Caucus	“apart	from	the	inside	out,”	but	she	quickly	built	relationships	within	
the	CBC	once	a	member.788	

§ 2015-Bonnie	Watson	Coleman	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	New	Jersey	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	
her	the	first	black	women	in	Congress	from	New	Jersey.	A	member	of	the	
Congressional	Black	Caucus,	she	has	supported	criminal	justice	reform,	
legislation	against	child	exploitation	and	sex	crimes,	and	bans	on	assault	
rifles.789	

§ 2015-Benjamin	S.	Carson,	Sr.	(HM)	(Cincinnati,	OH)	announces	that	he	is	
running	for	the	Republican	nomination	for	the	2016	presidential	election.	
After	criticizing	President	Barack	Obama	at	the	2013	National	Prayer	
Breakfast,	he	became	a	public	political	figure	and	favorite	of	conservatives	
like	the	Conservative	Political	Action	Conference.	His	positions	on	Islam,	
healthcare,	gun	violence,	terrorism,	and	immigration	garnered	him	
supporters,	but	his	poll	numbers	declined	after	he	began	contradicting	
information	in	his	autobiography	and	appeared	weak	on	international	
affairs.	He	ended	his	campaign	on	March	2,	2016.790		

§ 2015-Loretta	Lynch	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	United	
States	attorney	general	in	2015.	This	made	Lynch	the	second	
African	American,	the	second	woman,	and	the	first	African	
American	woman	to	serve	in	this	role.		

§ 2016-Representatives	Bonnie	Watson	Coleman	(D-NJ),	
Robin	Kelly	(D-ILL),	and	Yvotte	D.	Clarke	(D-NY)	
(Washington,	D.C.)	found	the	Congressional	Caucus	on	
Black	Women	and	Girls,	which	focuses	on	policy	and	
legislation	related	to	the	welfare	of	women	and	girls	of	
African	descent.	They	were	inspired	to	create	this	caucus	by	
the	#SheWoke	committee	comprised	of	black	women	
activists,	including	Ifeoma	Ike,	Nakisha	M.	Lewis,	Tiffany	
D.	Hightower,	Shambulia	Gadsden	Sams,	Sharisse	
Stancil-Ashford,	Dr.	Avis	Jones-DeWeever,	and	Sharon	
Cooper.791		

§ 2017-Benjamin	S.	Carson,	Sr.	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	
appointed	U.S.	Secretary	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	
by	President	Donald	Trump,	and	he	remained	in	office	as	
of	2020.	He	graduated	from	the	University	of	Michigan	

Congressional	Caucus	on	Black	Women	and	Girls	
co-chairs	representatives	Bonnie	Watson	
Coleman,	Robin	Kelly,	and	Yvotte	D.	Clarke		
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Medical	School	with	an	M.D.	degree	in	1977	and	became	a	neurosurgeon	
well-known	for	separating	conjoined	twins	in	1987.792		

§ 2017-Kamala	Harris	(California)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	Senate	from	
California	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	her	the	second	African	
American	woman	and	the	first	South	Asian	American	to	serve	in	the	senate.	
She	supported	healthcare	reform,	descheduling	cannabis,	paths	to	
citizenship	for	undocumented	immigrants,	bans	on	assault	weapons,	and	
progressive	tax	reform.793	

§ 2017-Keith	Ellison	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	deputy	chair	of	the	
Democratic	National	Committee,	and	he	remained	in	this	role	until	2018.	
He	ran	for	the	chair	of	the	DNC	and	lost	to	former	Secretary	of	Labor	Tom	
Perez,	who	subsequently	appointed	him	deputy	chair.794		

§ 2018-Jahana	Hayes	(Connecticut)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	becomes	the	first	black	congresswoman	from	
Connecticut.795	

§ 2018-Ayanna	Pressley	(Massachusetts)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	becomes	the	first	black	congresswoman	from	
Massachusetts.796	

§ 2018-Hakeem	Jeffries	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	chair	of	the	House	
Democratic	Caucus	by	his	colleagues	in	the	House,	making	him	three	steps	
away	from	becoming	the	first	black	Speaker	of	the	House.797	
	

§ 2018-Ilhan	Omar	(Minnesota)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	and	becomes	the	first	Somali-American,	the	first	naturalized	
citizen	of	African	birth,	and	the	first	woman	of	color	to	serve	as	a	U.S.	
Representative	from	Minnesota.798	

§ 2019-Maxine	Waters	(HM)	(Washington,	D.C.)	becomes	the	chair	of	the	
House	Financial	Services	Committee	and	remained	in	that	position	as	of	
2020.799		

§ 2019-Elijah	E.	Cummings	(Washington,	D.C.)	serves	as	chair	of	the	
Committee	on	Oversight	and	Government	Reform	from	January	3,	2019	
to	October	17,	2019,	during	impeachment	inquiry	against	President	Donald	
Trump.800	He	died	on	October	17,	2019,	at	Johns	Hopkins	Hospital.		

§ 2019-Cory	Booker	(New	Jersey)	campaigns	for	the	Democratic	nomination	
for	president	of	the	United	States	but	fails	to	meet	the	polling	thresholds	to	
participate	in	the	sixth	Democratic	Party	debate	and	ends	his	campaign	in	
January	2020.801	

§ 2019-	Kamala	Harris	(Oakland,	CA)	campaigns	for	the	Democratic	
nomination	for	president	but,	facing	criticism	for	her	tough-on-crime	
policies	as	California’s	attorney	general,	her	poll	numbers	drop	and	she	
withdraws	from	the	campaign	on	December	3,	2019.802	

§ 2019-Joseph	“Joe”	Neguse	(Colorado)	is	elected	to	the	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives	from	Colorado	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	
him	the	first	Eritrean	American	to	serve	in	Congress	and	the	first	black	
Congressperson	from	Colorado.	He	earned	a	J.D.	degree	from	the	University	
of	Colorado	Law	School	in	2009	and	was	appointed	to	Colorado’s	consumer	
protection	agency,	making	him	one	of	the	youngest	people	in	the	country	to	
serve	in	a	state	cabinet	position.	While	in	Congress,	he	has	supported	clean	
air	and	water,	health	care,	fair	wages,	reproductive	rights,	education,	and	
voter	rights.803	

§ 2010-Ambassador	Betty	King,	ambassador	Susan	Rice,	and	Ambassador	
Ertharin	Cousin	(United	Nations),	all	African	American	women	
ambassadors	to	United	States	Mission	to	the	United	Nations,	are	the	three	
most	powerful	Americans	in	the	U.N.	system.804	

§ 2010-Wanda	L.	Nesbitt	(Cote	d’Ivorie	and	Namibia)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Cote	d’Ivorie	and	Namibia	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	
remained	in	office	until	2013.	In	this	role,	she	coordinated	President	Bush’s	
Emergency	Plans	for	AIDS	Relief	(PEPFAR)	and	contributed	to	World	
AIDS	Day.805		
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§ 2010-Beatrice	Welters	(Trinidad	and	Tobago)	is	appointed	ambassador	
to	Trinidad	and	Tobago	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	
until	2012.	She	earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	criminal	justice	from	the	City	
University	of	New	York	and	worked	for	IBM	while	establishing	herself	as	a	
philanthropist.	Her	work	with	the	AnBryce	Foundation,	which	runs	academic	
and	leadership	programs	for	underserved	youth,	brought	her	into	contact	
with	President	Obama	and	led	to	her	diplomatic	appointment.	As	
ambassador,	she	worked	on	the	Caribbean	Basin	Security	Initiative,	the	
Energy	and	Climate	Partnership	of	the	Americas,	and	the	U.S.	Partnership	
Framework	on	HIV/AIDS.806	

§ 2010-Bisa	Williams	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2013.	She	earned	
M.A.	degrees	from	the	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	and	the	National	
Defense	University.	She	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1984,	serving	in	
Guinea,	Panama,	France,	Mauritius	and	working	in	a	number	of	positions	in	
the	United	States.	She	is	proficient	in	French,	Portuguese,	and	Spanish.807	

§ 2010-Helen	Reed-Rowe	(Palau)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Palau	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	officing	until	2013,	making	her	
the	first	U.S.	ambassador	to	small	island	republic.	She	earned	her	B.A.	degree	
from	the	University	of	Maryland,	Eastern	Shore	(HBCU)	and	joined	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1986,	serving	in	Jamaica,	the	Marshall	Islands,	Ecuador,	
and	Niger.	As	ambassador,	she	focused	on	regional	security,	sustainable	
development,	the	fishing	industry,	environmental	regulations,	education,	and	
women’s	issues.	She	is	fluent	in	Spanish	and	French.808	

§ 2011-Adrienne	S.	O’Neal	(Cape	Verde)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Cape	
Verde	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	She	
earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	Spanish	language	and	literature	from	Middlebury	
College	in	1978	and,	in	1983,	joined	the	Foreign	Service.	She	held	a	variety	of	
roles	in	Washington,	D.C.,	Italy,	Argentina,	Mozambique,	Brazil,	and	Portugal.	
As	ambassador,	she	promoted	democracy,	anti-drug	trafficking	efforts,	and	
gender	equality.809	

§ 2011-Frankie	A.	Reed	(Fiji,	Kiribati,	Nauru,	Tonga,	and	Tuvala)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	Fiji,	Kiribati,	Nauru,	Tonga,	and	Tuvala	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	She	earned	her	
J.D.	degree	from	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley	in	1978,	served	in	the	
Peace	Corps	from	1981	to	1983,	and	then	joined	the	Foreign	Service.	She	has	
worked	in	a	variety	of	roles,	serving	in	Kenya,	Cameroon,	Senegal,	Guinea,	
Samoa,	and	France.	As	ambassador,	she	promoted	democratic	elections,	
climate	change	regulations,	and	actions	against	HIV/AIDS.810	

§ 2011-Pamela	Spratlen	(Kyrgyzstan)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Kyrgystan	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2014.	
She	earned	her	M.A.	degree	in	public	policy	from	the	University	of	California,	
Berkeley	in	1981	and	worked	for	the	California	Legislature’s	Joint	Legislative	
Budget	and	Assembly	Ways	and	Means	Committee.	She	joined	the	Foreign	
Service	in	1990,	serving	in	Guatemala	and	Washington,	D.C.	She	is	fluent	in	
Russian,	French,	and	Spanish.811	

§ 2011-Susan	Page	(South	Sudan)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	South	Sudan	
by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2014,	making	her	
the	first	U.S.	ambassador	to	the	newly	formed	nation.	She	earned	her	J.D.	
degree	from	Harvard	Law	School	in	1990,	joined	the	State	Department	as	a	
legal	adviser	in	1991,	and	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1993.	Prior	to	
becoming	ambassador,	she	worked	in	Rwanda	monitoring	the	war	in	the	
Democratic	Republic	of	Congo,	later	drafting	the	U.S.	State	Department	
Human	Rights	Report	for	Rwanda.812	

§ 2011-Larry	Palmer	(Barbados	and	the	Eastern	Caribbean)	is	appointed	
ambassador	to	Barbados	and	the	Eastern	Caribbean	by	President	Barack	
Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	Among	the	nations	in	the	Eastern	
Caribbean,	he	was	ambassador	to	Grenada,	Saint	Kitts	and	Nevis,	Antigua	
and	Barbuda,	Saint	Vincent	and	the	Grenadines,	Saint	Lucia,	and	
Dominica.	President	Obama	nominated	him	as	ambassador	to	Venezuela	but	
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President	Hugo	Chavez	refused	to	allow	him	to	take	the	post	because	of	his	
critical	comments	about	the	Chavez	government.813	

§ 2012-Gina	Albercrombie-Winstanley	(Malta)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Malta	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	She	
joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1985,	serving	in	Iraq,	Indonesia,	Egypt,	and	
Israel.	She	served	on	the	National	Security	Council	during	the	administration	
of	President	Bill	Clinton	from	1998	to	2000.814	

§ 2012-Malika	James	(Swaziland)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Swaziland	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	She	earned	her	
J.D.	degree	from	Columbia	Law	School	in	1982	and	joined	the	Foreign	Service	
in	1988,	serving	in	Jamaica,	Nigeria,	Zimbabwe,	and	Sudan.	She	subsequently	
served	as	deputy	assistant	secretary	for	Fast	Africa	and	the	Sudans	Bureau	of	
Africa	Affairs	beginning	in	2018,	and	she	remains	in	this	role	as	of	2020.815	

§ 2012-Sue	K.	Brown	(Montenegro)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Montenegro	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2015,	
making	her	the	first	African	American	to	hold	this	post.	She	joined	the	
Foreign	Service	in	1980,	serving	in	France,	Liberia,	Kenya,	Nigeria,	Côte	
d’Ivorie,	and	Indonesia.	As	ambassador,	she	oversaw	responses	to	natural	
disasters	and	the	coordination	of	humanitarian	assistance,	and	she	guided	
the	nation	towards	joining	the	European	Union	and	the	North	Atlantic	Treaty	
Organization.	She	is	fluent	in	French	and	Bahasa	Indonesian.816	

§ 2013-Patrick	Gaspard	(South	Africa)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	South	
Africa	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	He	
previously	served	as	the	White	House	Director	of	Political	Affairs	during	the	
Obama	administration	from	2009	to	2011.	As	ambassador,	he	supported	
healthcare	infrastructure,	local	governance,	renewable	energy,	and	ending	
wildlife	trafficking.817	

§ 2013-Tuli	Mushingi	(Burkina	Faso)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Burkina	
Faso	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2016.	Born	in	
what	was	then	the	Belgian	Congo,	he	was	the	first	African-born,	naturalized	
U.S.	citizen	to	return	to	that	continent	as	an	ambassador.	He	earned	multiple	
degrees	in	the	Congo	and	United	States,	including	a	Ph.D.	degree	in	
linguistics	from	Georgetown	University	in	1989.	He	taught	language	and	
cultural	for	the	Peace	Corps	before	joining	the	Foreign	Service	in	1993,	
serving	in	Mozambique,	Morocco,	Tanzania,	and	Ethiopia.818	

§ 2014-Brian	A.	Nichols	(Peru)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Peru	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and,	later,	President	Donald	Trump	and	
remained	in	office	until	2017.	He	earned	his	B.S.	degree	from	Tufts	
University	in	1987	and,	the	next	year,	joined	the	Foreign	Service,	serving	in	
Peru,	El	Salvador,	Mexico,	Indonesia,	and	Colombia.	As	ambassador,	he	
helped	stabilize	democratic	institutions,	supported	education	programs,	and	
encouraged	social	inclusion	for	the	nation’s	indigenous	population.819	

§ 2014-Cynthia	Akuettah	(Gabon	and	São	Tomé	and	Príncipe)	is	
appointed	ambassador	to	Gabon	by	President	Barack	Obama	and,	later,	
President	Donald	Trump	and	remained	in	office	until	2018.	She	earned	her	
M.A.	degree	in	national	security	resource	policy	from	the	National	Defense	
University	in	1973	and	worked	as	a	program	officer	for	the	Peace	Corps	from	
1973	to	1984.	She	joined	the	Foreign	Service	in	1984,	serving	in	Niger,	
Tanzania,	Canada,	Venezuela,	Burkina	Faso,	and	Cote	d’Ivoire.	As	
ambassador	to	Gabon,	she	worked	to	prevent	popular	unrest,	promoted	U.S.	
trade	and	tourism,	and	urged	the	nation	to	accept	U.S.	naval	assistance	to	
reduce	human,	diamond,	and	weapons	trafficking.	As	ambassador	to	São	
Tomé	and	Príncipe,	she	focused	on	alleviating	poverty.820	

§ 2014-Dwight	L.	Bush,	Sr.	(Morocco)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Morocco	
by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2017.	He	earned	
his	B.A.	degree	in	government	from	Cornell	University	in	1979,	and	he	
worked	in	international	corporate	banking	and	advanced	to	the	executive	
level	with	various	companies.	He	was	active	in	non-profit	organizations	and	
became	a	leading	contributor	and	fundraiser	for	President	Barack	Obama’s	
2012	re-election.	His	wife,	Antoinette	Cook	Bush,	is	a	communications	law	
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specialist	and	cousin	to	Valerie	Jarrett,	an	aide	to	President	Barack	
Obama.821	

§ 2014-Todd	D.	Robinson	(Guatemala)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Guatemala	by	President	Barack	Obama	and,	later,	President	Donald	
Trump	and	remained	in	office	until	2017.	He	earned	his	M.A.	degree	from	
Georgetown	University	in	1985	and	joined	the	Foreign	Service	the	next	year,	
serving	in	Colombia,	El	Salvador,	Italy,	Bolivia,	the	Dominican	Republic,	
Albania,	and	Spain.	As	ambassador,	he	focused	on	human	rights,	economic	
development,	and	migration	concerns.822	

§ 2014-African	American	U.S.	ambassadors	(Washington,	D.C.)	total	148	
out	of	2,171	total	ambassadors	catalogued	throughout	U.S.	history	by	the	
State	Department	Office	of	Historian	and	the	American	Foreign	Service	
Association.	At	least	forty	of	these	African	American	ambassadors	were	
appointed	to	multiple	postings.	Democratic	Party	presidents	have	appointed	
African	American	ambassadors	107	times,	and	Republican	presidents	have	
made	98	appointments.	The	majority	of	these	appointments—127—have	
been	to	countries	in	Africa	south	of	the	Sahara	Desert.823		

§ 2014-Eunice	Reddick	(Niger)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Niger	by	
President	Barack	Obama	and,	later	President	Donald	Trump	and	remained	
in	office	until	2018.824	

§ 2015-Marcia	S.	Bernicat	(Bangladesh)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Bangladesh	by	President	Barack	Obama	and	remained	in	office	until	2018.	
She	speaks	French,	Hindi,	and	Russian.825	

§ 2015-Harry	K.	Thomas,	Jr.	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Zimbabwe	by	President	Barack	Obama	and,	later,	President	Donald	
Trump	and	remained	in	office	until	2018.826	

§ 2015-Pamela	Spratlen	(Uzbekistan)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Uzbekistan	by	President	Barack	Obama	and,	later,	President	Donald	
Trump	and	remained	in	office	until	2018.827	

§ 2017-Todd	R.	Robinson	(Venezuela)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	
Venezuela	by	President	Donald	Trump	and	remains	in	office	until	2018.	In	
January	2018,	he	began	working	to	obtain	the	release	of	U.S.	citizen	Joshua	
Holt	from	jail,	who	was	released	several	days	after	Robinson	was	expelled	
from	the	country	by	President	Nicolas	Maduro	in	May	2020.	He	is	a	career	
diplomat	at	the	rank	of	Minister	Counselor.828	

§ 2017-Tuli	Mushingi	(Guinea-Bissau)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Guinea-
Bissau	by	President	Donald	Trump	and	remains	in	office	as	of	2020.829	

§ 2017-Tuli	Mushingi	(Senegal)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Senegal	by	
President	Donald	Trump	and	remains	in	office	as	of	2020.830		

§ 2018-Brian	A.	Nichols	(Zimbabwe)	is	appointed	ambassador	to	Zimbabwe	
by	President	Donald	Trump	and	remains	in	office	as	of	2020.	During	the	
2020	George	Floyd	protests,	the	Zimbabwe	government	summoned	him	
after	U.S.	Security	Advisor	Robert	C.	O’Brien	called	Zimbabwe	a	“foreign	
adversary”	that	encouraged	violent	protests.831	

§ 2019-Eunice	Reddick	(Burundi)	is	appointed	Chargé	d’Affaires	to	Burundi	
by	President	Donald	Trump	and	remains	in	office	as	of	2020.832		

§ 2011-Jennifer	Carroll	(Florida)	is	elected	lieutenant	governor	of	Florida	
and	remained	in	office	until	2013,	making	her	the	first	black	person,	woman,	
and	Trinidadian-American	to	hold	this	position.	She	previously	served	as	a	
Republican	member	of	the	Florida	House	of	Representatives	from	2003	to	
2011.	She	served	in	the	U.S.	Navy	from	1979	until	1999	when	she	retired	as	a	
lieutenant	commander.	In	2016,	she	worked	on	the	presidential	campaign	of	
Donald	Trump	and,	in	2018,	he	appointed	her	to	the	American	Battle	
Monuments	Commission.833	

§ 2011-Keiffer	Mitchell,	Jr.	(Maryland)	is	elected	to	the	Maryland	House	of	
Delegates	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	He	unsuccessfully	ran	for	mayor	
of	Baltimore	against	interim	mayor	Sheila	Dixon	in	2007.834	

§ 2011-Kamala	Harris	(California)	is	elected	attorney	general	of	California	
and	remained	in	office	until	2017.	She	focused	on	anti-truancy	efforts	for	
school	children,	law	enforcement	accountability,	LGBTQ	rights,	criminal	
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justice	reform,	and	consumer	protection.	She	faced	criticism	for	tough-on-
crime	policies.	She	graduated	from	the	University	of	California’s	Hastings	
College	of	Law	and	worked	as	a	lawyer	in	various	city	offices	before	being	
elected	the	district	attorney	of	San	Francisco	from	2003	to	2011.835		

§ 2015-Jenean	Michelle	Hampton	(Kentucky)	is	elected	lieutenant	governor	
of	Kentucky,	making	her	the	first	African	American	to	hold	statewide	office	in	
Kentucky	and	the	third	African	American	woman	lieutenant	governor	of	any	
U.S.	state.836		

§ 2017-Ilhan	Omar	(Minnesota)	is	elected	to	the	Minnesota	House	of	
Representatives	on	the	Democratic-Farmer-Labor	ticket.837	

§ 2018-Stacey	Yvonne	Abrams	(Georgia)	becomes	the	first	African	
American	female	major-party	gubernatorial	nominee	in	the	United	States.838		

§ 2018-Juliana	Stratton	(Illinois)	is	elected	as	the	first	African	American	
lieutenant	governor	of	Illinois.839			

§ 2018-Letitia	James	(New	York)	is	elected	attorney	general	of	New	York,	
making	her	the	first	African	American	and	the	first	woman	elected	to	this	
role.840	

§ 2018-Sheila	Oliver	(New	Jersey)	is	elected	lieutenant	governor	of	New	
Jersey	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	her	the	fourth	African	
American	lieutenant	governor	in	the	country	(the	first	who	is	a	Democrat).	
Governor	Phil	Murphy	simultaneously	appointed	her	commissioner	of	the	
Department	of	Community	Affairs,	a	cabinet	appointment.	She	previously	
served	in	the	New	Jersey	General	Assembly	from	2004	to	2018,	including	
serving	as	the	speaker	of	the	assembly	from	2010	to	2014.841	

§ 2019-Carolyn	Stanford	Taylor	(Wisconsin)	is	appointed	superintendent	
of	public	instruction	of	Wisconsin	by	Governor-elect	Tony	Evers	and	she	
remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	her	the	first	African	American	to	serve	
in	this	role	in	Wisconsin.	She	worked	as	a	teacher	and	principal	for	twenty	
years	before	she	became	the	first	black	woman	appointed	assistant	state	
superintendent	(a	position	she	held	for	seventeen	years).842	

§ 2019-Keith	Ellison	(Minnesota)	is	elected	attorney	general	of	Minnesota,	
making	him	the	first	African	American	elected	to	statewide	office	in	
Minnesota	and	the	first	Muslim	in	the	U.S.	elected	to	statewide	office.843	

§ 2010-Stephen	K.	Benjamin	(Columbia,	SC)	is	elected	the	first	African	
American	mayor	of	Columbia,	South	Carolina	and	remained	in	office	as	of	
2020.	As	mayor,	he	has	focused	on	job	creation	and	reducing	unemployment	
and	increased	training	and	community	engagement	for	the	police	force.	He	
served	as	the	76th	president	of	the	United	States	Conference	of	Mayors	
from	2018	to	2019.844		

§ 2010-Ludmya	“Mia”	Love	(Saratoga	Springs,	UT)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Saratoga	Springs,	Utah	and	remained	in	office	until	2014,	making	her	the	
first	African	American	woman	elected	mayor	in	the	state	of	Utah.	She	began	
her	political	career	on	the	city	council	(2004-2001)	after	she	worked	at	the	
community	level.	She	saw	the	city	through	the	Great	Recession	and	
overcame	a	$3.5	million	budget	shortfall.845		

§ 2010-Kasim	Reed	(Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Atlanta	and	remained	
in	office	until	2018.	He	served	in	the	Georgia	house	from	1999	to	2003	and	in	
the	Georgia	senate	from	2003	to	2009.	As	mayor,	he	balanced	the	city	budget	
by	limiting	employee	pensions,	allocated	money	to	the	police	force	and	
community	centers	in	poor	neighborhoods,	and	helped	remove	the	
Confederate	flag	from	the	state	flag.846		

§ 2010-Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake	(Baltimore,	MD)	is	elected	mayor	of	
Baltimore	and	remained	in	office	until	2016,	making	her	the	second	woman	
to	hold	that	office.	She	served	as	the	73rd	president	of	the	United	States	
Conference	of	Mayors	from	2015	to	2016,	and	she	was	the	secretary	of	the	
Democratic	National	Committee	from	2013	to	2017.847	

§ 2011-Vincent	C.	Gray	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	mayor	of	Washington,	
D.C.	and	remained	in	office	until	2015.	As	mayor,	he	instituted	a	furlough	of	
District	employees	to	save	$19	million,	garnered	controversy	for	hiring	a	
large	senior	staff	(including	his	former	opponent	Sulaimon	Brown	who	
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later	alleged	he	was	hired	in	exchange	for	attacking	their	opponent	Adrian	
Fenty	during	the	campaign),	and	was	investigated	for	campaign	finance	
violations.	He	also	served	on	the	Council	of	the	District	of	Columbia	(2005	to	
2007,	2017	-	)	and	was	chair	of	the	Council	of	the	District	of	Columbia	(2007	
to	2011).	He	was	appointed	director	of	the	Washington,	D.C.	Department	of	
Human	Services	by	Mayor	Sharon	Pratt	Kelly	in	1991.848	

§ 2011-Michael	Hancock	(Denver,	CO)	is	elected	mayor	of	Denver	and	
remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	him	the	city’s	second	African	American	
mayor	after	Wellington	Webb.	He	served	on	the	Denver	City	Council	from	
2003	to	2011,	where	he	served	as	president	from	2006	to	2008.849	

§ 2012-Kevin	Johnson	(Sacramento,	CA	and	Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	the	first	
vice	president	of	the	National	Conference	of	Black	Mayors.	His	tenure	
proved	controversial	as	he	fired	the	executive	director	Vanessa	Williams,	
the	NCBM	filed	for	bankruptcy	in	2014,	and	he	founded	a	competing	
organization—the	African	American	Mayors	Association—that	purchased	
the	NCBM’s	assets	and	naming	rights	in	2016.850	

§ 2014-Chirlane	Irene	McCray	(HM)	(New	York,	NY)	becomes	the	first	lady	
of	New	York	City	when	her	husband,	Bill	de	Blasio,	is	elected	mayor.	She	
was	a	member	of	the	Combahee	River	Collective	in	the	1970s	while	at	
Wellesley	College,	worked	as	a	writer	and	editor,	and	was	speechwriter	for	
New	York	Mayor	David	Dinkins.	As	first	lady,	she	chairs	the	Mayor’s	Fund	
to	Advance	New	York	City	and	leads	ThriveNYC.851	

§ 2014-The	African	American	Mayors	Association	(AAMA)	(Washington,	
D.C.)	is	founded	by	Sacramento	Mayor	Kevin	Johnson	after	his	
controversial	tenure	as	president	of	the	National	Conference	of	Black	
Mayors,	which	ceased	operation	in	2016.852	The	founding	board	of	trustees	
of	the	AAMA	included:		

	

Mayor	Kevin	Johnson,	President	(Sacramento,	CA)	

Mayor	William	Bell,	First	Vice	President	(Birmingham,	AL)	

Mayor	Steve	Benjamin,	Second	Vice	President	(Columbia,	SC)	

Mayor	Michael	Coleman	(Columbus,	OH)	

Mayor	Patrick	Green,	Treasurer	(Normandy,	MO)	

Mayor	William	Johnson,	Secretary	(Holly	Hill,	SC)	

Mayor	Alvin	Brown	(Jacksonville,	FL)	

Mayor	Ed	Brown	(St.	Joseph,	LA)	

Mayor	William	V.	Bell	(Durham,	NC)	

Mayor	Johnny	Ford	(HM)	(Tuskegee,	AL)	

Mayor	Oliver	Gilbert	(Miami	Gardens,	FL)	

Mayor	Cedric	B.	Glover	(Shreveport,	LA)	

Mayor	Sly	James	(Kansas	City,	MO)	

Mayor	Jacqueline	Goodall	(Forest	Heights,	MD)	

Mayor	John	White	(Ames,	TX)	

Mayor	Tony	Yarber	(Jackson,	MS)	

Founding	Executive	Director:	Stephanie	Mash	Sykes	
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§ 2015-Muriel	Bowser	(Washington,	D.C.)	is	elected	mayor	of	the	District	of	
Columbia	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	her	the	second	woman	
(after	Sharon	Pratt	Kelly)	and	first	woman	reelected	mayor	of	Washington,	
D.C.	William	Lightfoot,	a	former	council	member	(1989-1997),	chaired	her	
campaign.853		

§ 2018-Keisha	Lance	Bottoms	(Atlanta,	GA)	is	elected	mayor	of	Atlanta,	
Georgia	and	remained	in	office	as	of	2020.	A	1994	graduate	of	Georgia	
State	University	College	of	Law,	she	was	elected	to	the	Atlanta	City	Council	
in	2009	and	served	until	2013.854		
	

§ 2019-Lori	Lightfoot	(Chicago,	IL)	is	elected	mayor	of	Chicago	and	
remained	in	office	as	of	2020,	making	her	the	first	openly	gay	African	
American	woman	elected	mayor	of	a	major	city.	A	1989	graduate	of	the	
University	of	Chicago	Law	School,	she	worked	as	an	assistant	U.S.	attorney	
(1996-2002),	was	appointed	the	chief	administrator	of	the	Chicago	Police	
Department	Office	of	Professional	Standards	(2002-2004),	and	then	
worked	in	several	other	roles	within	city	government.855		

	
	

	

2020-Present	
§ 2020-Kamala	Harris	(Oakland,	CA),	on	August	11,	2020,	is	announced	

by	Democratic	presidential	candidate	Joe	Biden	as	his	vice-presidential	
running	mate	for	the	2020	presidential	election,	making	her	the	first	
African	American	and	south	Asian	American	woman	to	run	on	a	major	
party’s	presidential	ticket.		

§ 2020-Black	women	(nationwide)	are	currently	4.3%	of	all	state	
legislators	compared	to	2.3%	in	1999.856	

§ 2020-A	black	woman	(nationwide)	has	yet	to	serve	as	a	governor	
anywhere	in	the	United	States.857		

§ 2020-Black	women	(nationwide)	serve	as	mayors	in	seven	of	the	
nation’s	100	most	populous	cities	compared	to	just	one	in	2014.	These	
mayors	include	Muriel	Bowser,	Washington,	D.C.;	Sharon	Weston	
Broome,	Baton	Rouge,	LA;	Vi	Alexander	Lyles,	Charlotte,	NC;	Keisha	
Lance	Bottoms,	Atlanta,	GA;	LaToya	Cantrell,	New	Orleans,	LA;	London	
Breed,	San	Francisco,	CA;	and	Lori	Lightfoot,	Chicago,	IL.858	
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