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Military Culture is unique.  Current and former service 
members that become justice involved have needs and risk 
that require clinical and criminogenic interventions which are 
culturally sensitive to them.  

At the same time, recognizing that these tailored interventions 
are most effective when balanced with an adherence to the 
best practices and standards that are implemented in the 
treatment court model. 

Why Have A Veterans Treatment Court?



Warrior Ethos

Sense of Purpose

Code of Conduct 

Common Purpose

Identity

Morality

Selflessness

Sacrifice

Loyalty 

Honor 



Discharge/Out processing

Disconnected from civilian society

Loss of support

Loss of identity

Loss of purpose

Where to go for assistance?

The Impact of Transition

Today’s military deploys and 
redeploys (Home) exceedingly quick 



Kintzle, Sara; Rasheed, Janice M.; and Castro, Carl A., The State of the American Veteran: The Chicagoland Veterans Study, 2016.  

Sample of 1,294 Social  Connectedness

✓ 45%: Feel that their military skills and experience are often 
dismissed.

✓ 69%: “Civilians do not understand the problems faced by veterans”.

✓ 48%:  “I feel so distant from people.”

✓ 48%:  “Even around people I know, I don’t feel that I really belong.”

✓ 41%:  “Even around my friends, there is no sense of 
sister/brotherhood.”

“The State of the American Veteran:  
The  Chicagoland Veterans Study” 



Defining VTCs 
–

Ten Key 
Components   



KEY COMPONENTS 1-5
1. Veterans Treatment Court integrate alcohol, drug treatment, and 

mental health services with justice system case processing

2. Using a nonadversarial approach, prosecution and defense counsel 
promote public safety while protecting participants' due process 
rights 

3. Eligible participants are identified early and promptly placed in the 
Veterans Treatment Court program 

4. Veterans Treatment Court provide access to a continuum of alcohol, 
drug, mental health and other related treatment and rehabilitation 
services 

5. Abstinence is monitored by frequent alcohol and other drug testing



KEY COMPONENTS 6-10
6. A coordinated strategy governs Veterans Treatment Court responses 

to participants' compliance 

7. Ongoing judicial interaction with each Veteran is essential 

8. Monitoring and evaluation measure the achievement of program 
goals and gauge effectiveness 

9. Continuing interdisciplinary education promotes effective Veterans 
Treatment Court planning, implementation, and operations 

10. Forging partnerships among Veterans Treatment Court, Veterans 
Administration, public agencies, and community-based organizations 
generates local support and enhances Veteran Treatment Court 
effectiveness 



RECOVERY

“Instead of throwing me in 
prison, veterans treatment 

court offered me the chance 
of a lifetime.” 

- VTC Graduate

Philip Marruffo/SaukValley.com: Reprinted with permission.

Success is a 
Welcome Home!



Uniform Law Commission

The Model Veterans Treatment Court Act (MVTCA) 
allows a state to implement diversionary courts for 

veterans of the U.S. armed services. The MVTCA 
provides guidelines for the establishment of 

veterans’ courts while permitting substantial local 
discretion necessary to accommodate particular 

circumstances in different communities. The act is 
drafted so it can also be adopted as court rules



Uniform Law Commission

For more information about the 
MVTCA please contact 

ULC Legislative Counsel Lindsay Beaver 
(312) 450-6618 or 

lbeaver@uniformlaws.org

mailto:lbeaver@uniformlaws.org


VTCPI - Requesting



Training – Veterans Treatment Court 
Planning Initiative  (VTCPI)

• 3-days onsite –
WE COME TO YOU!

• Multi-disciplinary 
training from subject 
matter experts

• Work with you to 
build your program



VTCPI - Requirements
• Total team participation

• Judge
• Prosecutor & Defense 

Counsel
• Treatment Provider
• Coordinator
• Community Supervision
• Law Enforcement
• Evaluator / Researcher
• Veterans Justice Outreach 

(VJO) coordinator
• Mentor Coordinator

• Training Location

• Pre- and Post-training 
activities

• Communication with 
the Justice For Vets 
Staff

• 3-day Commitment



VTCPI - Results

• An Action Plan for next steps after the 
training

• Identified policies and procedures
• Tools and Samples for drafting manuals
• An understanding of veteran and military 

culture
• An understanding of behavior 

modification in the criminal justice setting
• An understanding of appropriate 

supervision for justice-involved veterans



Point of Contact

David Pelletier, USMC Veteran

Project Director – Justice For Vets – VTCPI
dpelletier@justiceforvets.org

Cell – 202.630.8762   
Office – 571.384.1870

mailto:dpelletier@justiceforvets.org

