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Welcome to Module Two!
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Mari Henderson
Senior Policy Specialist, Center 
for Legislative Strengthening
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Our American Legislatures
Understanding Their Characteristics and Procedures
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Learn similarities, 
differences among state 

legislatures

Today’s Goals:
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Review changes over 
time

Learn the W’s of 
Legislative Procedure
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About me
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When the presenter mentions

break out rooms and icebreakers
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A Framework for Categorizing Legislatures
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Legislative Sessions

• Limits in 39 states

• Special sessions also limited

• Chamber autonomy
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Legislative Sessions in 2023

Who’s in Session? Who has remote committees?Who can meet remotely?
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• Describe a “normal” session for your legislature

• How did this year compare? 

• Did you offer remote participation?

Let’s discuss:
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• National Average: $43,494*
• Full-Time Average: $84,791
• Hybrid Average: $33,818
• Part-Time Average: $14,979

Legislator Pay by Type
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*Does not include Washington, DC and the 
territories. Does not include 7 states that 
pay per day, per week or per month. Data 
collected in early 2023.
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Staff Size
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Staff Roles in 1619
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Staff Roles Now

15



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S

Staff Roles Now
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• Describe your legislative office

• What role does it serve within the institution and what is your role on the 
team?

• How does the nature of session impact staffing in your state?

Your Roles:
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Turnover: Term Limits and Party Comp
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Parliamentary Procedure W’s

Who WhenWhere What HowWhy

and one H
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Why?
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Constitution Backup Parliamentary ManualChamber Rules and Precedent
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Where?
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Who?
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When?
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What?
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What?
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Smoke-out: In South Dakota, one-third of the members of a house can require a committee to deliver a 
bill to the full body by the next legislative day.

One-liner: In Nebraska, a brief, one-line description of a bill or resolution.

Note from Mother: In Oregon, a note from a legislator or committee administrator authorizing Legislative 
Counsel to work with the person possessing the note on drafting a measure or amendments.

Lock out: In Louisiana, the temporary disabling of the voting machine of any member who does not 
answer a quorum call before a record vote (House Rule 4.5) ( Also see Quorum Call)

Ulcer Gulch: In Washington, a slang term for area in the Legislative Building used by lobbyists and general 
public for telephone calls and messages.

What?!!??!?

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=113304
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Think about a time legislative 
rules and procedures impacted 
your job. How and why did they 
affect your work?
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Decorum in Debate

• Appropriateness and 
propriety of behavior, 
conduct or appearance

• Proper order, etiquette 
and conduct of 
members during a 
floor session
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What examples of decorum 
have you observed over the 
past year?

Reflection on Decorum
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Mari Henderson
Senior Policy Specialist
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Mari.Henderson@ncsl.orgEMAIL

303.856.1458PHONE

www.ncsl.orgWEB

Questions?
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