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• Since the implementation of the VFC program in 1994, routine childhood immunizations 
have: 

‒ Prevented 472 million illnesses;

‒ Helped avoid over a million deaths, and;

‒ Saved nearly $2.2 trillion in total societal costs, including $479 billion in direct costs

Childhood Immunizations In the United States: 
A Sound Public Investment

CDC VFC infographic with these data available at 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/protecting-children.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/protecting-children.html


Vaccines For Children (VFC) Program

• Federally-funded program that provides Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)-
recommended vaccines at no cost for children 
who might not otherwise be vaccinated due to 
inability to pay

• VFC Eligibility:
• Medicaid-eligible
• Uninsured
• Underinsured
• American Indian or Alaska Native

• State grantees (immunization programs) 
distribute VFC vaccine free of charge to practices

• Administration fee paid by Medicaid or family



Vaccines For Children (VFC) / Medicaid 
Intersection

• Practices rely on state immunization 
programs for distribution

• CDC establishes storage and handling 
rules

• Most VFC-eligible children are enrolled in 
Medicaid, which sets payment level for 
vaccine administration
• Increasing role of physicians to 

counsel patients led to establishment 
of “stand-alone” vaccine counseling 



Medicaid Unwinding

• Families First Coronavirus Response Act ensured all 
Medicaid enrollees retained coverage

• 2022 omnibus package delinked continuous 
coverage requirement from PHE

• States could begin disenrollments as early as April 1
• Several states have begun; early data show high 

rates of procedural disenrollments in many states
• Uninsured enrollees will remain eligible for VFC, 

however administration fee would not be paid by 
Medicaid 

• AAP has many resources to spread word about the 
Unwinding: www.aap.org/MedicaidUnwinding

http://www.aap.org/MedicaidUnwinding


State-Level Data From AAP: Child Vaccination Across 
America

50-state data available at:  
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/Vaccine/index

.html



For more from the AAP on childhood immunizations, visit 

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations 

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations


Vaccine Access Barriers
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Vaccine Access Barriers

• Lack of Health Insurance

The percent of uninsured children not vaccinated by their 2nd  birthday was 8 times that of 
privately insured children born during 2018-2019 (CDC).

• Low-income Hurdles

Low-income parents report more concerns about access to vaccines, including taking time off 
work, lack of information about vaccine availability and transportation issues (Kaiser Family 
Foundation polling).

• Race/Ethnicity Disparities

Vaccination was lower among Black or African American children and Hispanic or Latino children 
than white non-Hispanic children (CDC).

• Disparities Among Medicaid Recipients

Prior to COVID-19, routine vaccine coverage for children on Medicaid was 2.5% to 12% lower than 
those with private coverage (CDC).



All Children Ages 5-11 Children Living at 200% Poverty Level

Health Insurance Coverage Among Children
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Source: Elizabeth Williams, Medicaid Policy Approaches to Facilitating Access to Vaccines for Low-Income Children, Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), 
Nov. 18, 2021, https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/medicaid-policy-approaches-to-facilitating-access-to-vaccines-for-low-income-children/



Leveraging Pharmacists as Accessible Vaccine 
Providers
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• E. Michael Murphy, PharmD, MBA

• Advisor for State Government Affairs

• American Pharmacists Association



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

• Experts trained to optimize medications and improve health  

•Pharmacists

3rd largest 
profession

2nd most 
training behind 

physicians

Highly 
accessible 



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

Authority throughout the pandemic

• The PREP Act liability coverage and 

authorities include pharmacists, pharmacy 

interns, and pharmacy technicians ability to:

• Order (pharmacists) and administer 
COVID-19 tests;

• Order (pharmacists) and administer 
COVID-19 and flu vaccinations (ages 3 
years and older);

• Order (pharmacists) and administer all 
ACIP-recommended childhood vaccines 
(ages 3-18);

• Pharmacists dispense, order, or 
administer COVID-19 therapeutics



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

Will pharmacy personnel’s authority to order or administer vaccines be 
impacted after the end of the PREP Act declarations*?
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Pharmacist, pharmacy intern, and pharmacy technicians’ expanded authority under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness 
(PREP) Act declarations are scheduled to expire on May 11, 2023, and December, 2024 or sooner, after which authority will defer to state 
scope of practice.
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For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

•Pharmacist authority to administer influenza 
vaccines

pharmacist.com 15

• Pharmacists can administer influenza 
vaccines in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

• The chart shows age limits for pharmacists 
to administer the vaccine without a patient-
specific prescription. 
1. Indicated states can administer influenza 

vaccines to any age with a prescription.
2. North Carolina can administer influenza 

vaccines to ages 6+ with a prescription.
3. Hawaii and West Virginia can administer 

influenza vaccines to ages 11+ with a 
prescription.

Age States

Any age /
6 months +

AL, AK, CA, CO, DE, ID, IA, MI, MS, NE, NV, NH, NM, OK, SD, TN, 
UT, VA, WA 

2 years + NY

3 years + AZ, AR, MD, NJ, ND 

5 years + PA

6 years + KS, MN, WI1

7 years + FL, IL, LA1, ME, MO1, MT, OH, OR1, TX1, WY

9 years + KY1, MA, RI

10 years + NC2

11 years + IN1

12 years + CT, DC1, SC1

13 years + GA1 

18 years + HI3, VT, WV3



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

•State authority for pharmacists to administer 
COVID-19 vaccines

pharmacist.com 16

• Pharmacists can administer COVID-19 vaccines under state 
authority in 49 states. 

Under current state authority, South Carolina would require 
prescriptions for all COVID-19 vaccines administered by 
pharmacists.
Under current authority, the District of Columbia and Missouri 
would not allow pharmacists to administer COVID-19 vaccines. 

• The chart shows age limits for pharmacists to administer the 
vaccine without a patient-specific prescription. 
1. Indicated states can administer COVID-19 vaccines to any age 

with a prescription.
2. North Carolina and Arizona can administer COVID-19 vaccines to 

ages 6+ with a prescription.
3. Delaware can administer vaccines to ages younger than 18 if the 

dose is the same concentration as an adult dose. 
4. Hawaii can administer COVID-19 vaccines to ages 14+ with a 

prescription.  
5. West Virginia can administer COVID-19 vaccines to ages 11+ with 

a prescription. 

Age States

Any age 
AL, AK, CA, CO, ID, MI, MS, NE, NV, NH, NM, 
OK, SD, TN, UT, WA 

3 years + AZ, AR, ME, MD, NJ, ND, VA1 

5 years + PA

6 years + MN, WI1

7 years + IL, MT, OH, OR1, WY

9 years + KY1, MA

10 years + NC2

11 years + IN1

12 years + DE3, KS

13 years + GA1 

14 years + TX1

17 years + LA1 

18 years + CT, FL, IA1, HI4, NY, RI, VT, WV5



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

Yes, all vaccines (34)

Yes, but with additional age restrictions (5)

No, not all vaccines (3)

Not authorized to administer vaccines to individuals 
under 18 years of age (9)

Can pharmacists administer all vaccines on the CDC RECOMMENDED 
Immunization schedule for children 7-18 Years old? 
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For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy.

Yes, all vaccines (26)

Yes, but with additional age restrictions (4)

No, not all vaccines (2)

Not authorized to administer routine vaccines to 
individuals under 7 years of age (19)

Can pharmacists administer all vaccines on the CDC RECOMMENDED 
Immunization schedule for children from birth to 6 Years old? 
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