Good Morning and Welcome Back! .f‘.i.‘).NCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Rural Health Regional Roundtable — Western States

Breakfast Discussions

o What does rural look like in your
state?

o What are some of the major rural
health challenges in your state?

o Share the name of a rural health
community that is near and dear to
your heart —and why?

o What are you most looking forward
to about the site visit today?
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o Rural Health Care Facilities: State Policy ———— —

Levers

* Kevin Davenport, NCSL

o Health Facility Programs and Efforts Agenda

e Sarah Heppner, FORHP
Rural Health Care Facilites

o Group Discussion and Report Out




Index Card Activity

There are index cards on your table.

Please take 3-4 minutes to jot down
one or more of these prompts 2

One question or statement per card.

A question you have
about rural health
facilities and/or
policy levers.

A legislative effort
you’re proud of
relating to rural

facilities.

A legislative effort
you’re working
on relating to rural
facilities.

MNCSL




What legislative effort are you proud of in your state? #MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Telehealth and Broadband Access Provider Incentives And more!

* Expanding access through * Idaho passed a Rural Nurse Incentive * Expanding interlocal agreements and
telehealth. for loan forgiveness for Critical expanding mail order pharmacy
Access Hospitals, Skilled Nursing options.
* Expanding telehealth and virtual Facilities, Clinics and UA Facilities.
care. * Making capital investments in dental
e Utah created grants to fund grown clinics.
* Increasing broadband access. your own pipelines for caretakers in
rural areas. * Colorado: All of our legislative
* Evaluating current practices and efforts are focused to include rural
standards of care. * Washington legislation enabled the communities.

2nd medical school focused on
training doctors to go into primary
care in rural and underserved areas.

* Utah: Providing robust broadband
throughout majority of the state,
which increased online evaluation,
telehealth and legal benefits.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 5
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Remaining Questions
on Health Care

Facilities:

Looking for ways to stabilize financing for
rural health providers.

Ensuring school nursing access in rural
schools.

The thin margin of our rural hospitals.

How to sustain rural hospitals, particularly
Sole Community Hospitals and Rural
Emergency Hospitals.

Improving Medicaid rates for health care
providers.

INCSL
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Presentation Overview MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

o Background
o Policy Levers
o NCSL Resources

OQ&A

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 8
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210 149

Trivial

Since 2010, how many rural C. D.
hospitals have closed or

converted across the United 83 351
States?

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 9




The answer is B!

According to the Sheps Center
for Health Services Research,
149 rural hospitals have closed
or converted since 2010.

Rural Hospital Closures Maps, 2005 - Present

Closures by Era Closures by Medicare Closures by Rurality (N CITY L B Closures over time
Payment Classification Closures

|Closure Year
| 2010 to 2023

76
68

@ 2023 Mapbox © OpenStréatMap

Hospital €I : Health care is no lenger provided at this facility.
i to Rural E H 1 (REH): Facility no longer prowvides inpatient care, but provides emergency and outpatient care.
Konverted to Other: Facility no longer provides inpatient care, but provides some health care (e.g., urgent care, primary care, emergency care,
' M long-term care).

MNCSL
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https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/rural-hospital-closures/
https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/rural-hospital-closures/

Types of Rural Health Facilities

Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC)

Freestanding Emergency Department
(FSED)

Critical Access Hospital (CAH)

Rural Emergency Hospital (REH)

Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF)

Rural Health Clinic (RHC)

(INCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/fqhcfactsheet.pdf
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/freestanding-emergency-departments
https://www.definitivehc.com/resources/glossary/critical-access-hospital
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/rural-emergency-hospitals-proposed-rulemaking
https://www.cms.gov/center/provider-type/skilled-nursing-facility-center
https://www.cms.gov/center/provider-type/rural-health-clinics-center

Services Provided By Facility Type

REH

SNF

(i

NCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

RHC

FQHC

Preventative
care

Dental

Mental health
and substance
abuse

Transportation

Hospital and
specialty care

FSED

Emergency care

Medical
imaging

Laboratory

Physician visits

CAH

24/7
emergency
care

May operate
distinct part
rehabilitation
and psychiatric
units

May provide
general hospice
care

Optional services:

24/7
emergency
care

Observational
care

Behavioral
health

Radiology
Laboratory

Outpatient
rehabilitation

Skilled nursing
or medical care

Rehabilitation
needed due to
injury, disability
or illness

Long-term care

Outpatient
primary care

Laboratory

Preventative
care

Telemental
health

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.o
rg/topics/federally-qualified-
health-centers

https://www.acep.org/patient
-care/policy-
statements/freestanding-
emergency-departments

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.o
rg/topics/critical-access-
hospitals

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.o

rg/topics/rural-emergency-
hospitals

https://www.medicaid.gov/me
dicaid/long-term-services-
supports/institutional-long-

term-care/nursing-
facilities/index.html

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.o
rg/topics/rural-health-clinics

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES
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State Policy Levers for Rural Health Facilities

= 7
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Facility Licensure Staff Training and Other Certificate of Need Appropriations,
Requirements Facility

Reimbursement and
Grant Programs

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 13



TRIVIA:
Facility Licensure

True or False: All 50 states
require assisted living facilities
to obtain some form of
licensure.

m

NCSL

14



TRIVIA:
Facility Licensure

The answer is True!

True or False: All 50 states
require assisted living facilities
to obtain some form of
licensure.

m

NCSL
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Health Facility Licensure: State Examples MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Colorado Texas

Standards for Hospitals and Health Facilities: Texas Hospital Licensing Law
General Hospitals

o Directs executive commissioner to adopt rules

o Requires complete and accurate medical records shall addressing:
be maintained on every patient from admission through
discharge. o Minimum requirements for staffing by physicians

and nurses;
o Requires facilities to have an infection control program

Patient care and patient bill of rights; and
responsible for reducing the risk of acquiring and ° P 5

transmitting infectious diseases. o Compliance with other state and federal laws
affecting the health, safety and rights of hospital
o Requires that there shall be a nursing department that patients.

provides complete, effective care to each patient.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 16
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https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=5857&fileName=6%20CCR%201011-1%20Chap%2004
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=5857&fileName=6%20CCR%201011-1%20Chap%2004
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.241.htm

TRIVIA: Staff Training and Other Requirements MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

True or False: Federal regulations require
nursing homes to be staffed with sufficient

nursing staff that have appropriate
competencies.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 17




TRIVIA: Staff Training and Other Requirements MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

True or False: Federal regulations require
nursing homes to be staffed with sufficient
nursing staff that have appropriate
competencies?

The answer is True!

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 18




Staff Training and Other Requirements: MNCSL

Training Requirements

o Florida — ties substance misuse treatment
facility licensure to staff requirements such as,
appropriate education, credentials and training
when necessary.

o North Carolina — requires adult care home special
care units to notify in writing of staff training that
is dementia care-specific.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Staffing Requirements

o California — mandates nurse-to-patient ratios in
acute-care, acute-psychiatric and specialty
hospitals.

o Colorado — hospitals are required to form nurse
committees tasked with developing staffing plans.

o Washington — requires all staff at transition
facilities to be classified as residential
rehabilitation counselor Il or have classification
that indicates an equivalent or higher level of
skill.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0397/Sections/0397.410.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_131D/GS_131D-8.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml?bill_id=199920000AB394&showamends=false
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1401
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=71.09.300
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TRIVIA: Certificate of
Need

How many states, including the District
of Columbia, utilize certificate of need?

A) 41
B) 27
C) 36
D) 19

MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES
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TRIVIA: Certificate of
Need

How many states, including the District
of Columbia, utilize certificate of need?

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 21




Certificate of Need State Laws MMNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

CON laws generally require health care facilities to seek state-approval prior to expanding their capacity.
o Major CON Reforms @

* Montana HB 231 (2021) limits CON ° @
approval to long-term care facilities. @@ ww 0 @G
o CON Modifications 0@ uouae e
* Kentucky HB 777 (2022) exempts @@ @@ow e
ambulance providers from CON o 00 weg ° e
o 008

 Washington SB 6359 (2020) °
exempts rural health clinics in

designated home health shortage H CON Law
areas from CON approval. ® CON Variation
B No CON Law
No Data

Source: NCSL, 2022

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 22



https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/HB0231.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22rs/hb777.html
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6359&Year=2019&Initiative=false

TRIVIA: State Funding

True or False: There is only one
method for policymakers to
fund rural health facilities.

m

NCSL
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TRIVIA: State Funding

False!

There are several ways local
and state governments can
fund and support rural
hospitals.

m

NCSL

24



State Appropriations, Facility Reimbursement and MNCSL
Grant Programs

State Appropriations State Grant Programs Reimbursement
Michigan passed the General Minnesota (2023) — Rural Washington — SB 6032 (2018)
Omnibus Appropriation Bill of Hospital Capital increased state and federal

2022, which allocated S11 Improvement Grant. funds for rural hospitals
million to the rural Sturgis through increased Medicaid
Hospital. reimbursement (150%).

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 25


https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2021-SFA-5783-N.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2021-SFA-5783-N.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2021-SFA-5783-N.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/ruralhealth/funding/grants/docs/2022rhcigprfp.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6032-S.PL.pdf?q=20230413111318

Rural Emergency Hospitals
(Webpage)

Certificate of Need (Webpage)

Delivery State Legislation

Health Costs, Coverage and , Ve
Database /'

Improving Rural Health: State

Policy Options for Increasing
Access to Care (Policy Report)

INCSL



https://www.ncsl.org/health/rural-emergency-hospitals
https://www.ncsl.org/health/certificate-of-need-state-laws
https://www.ncsl.org/health/health-costs-coverage-and-delivery-state-legislation
https://www.ncsl.org/health/health-costs-coverage-and-delivery-state-legislation
https://www.ncsl.org/health/health-costs-coverage-and-delivery-state-legislation
https://www.ncsl.org/health/improving-rural-health
https://www.ncsl.org/health/improving-rural-health
https://www.ncsl.org/health/improving-rural-health

Kevin Davenport
Policy Associate

MNCSL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Reach out anytime!

Kevin.Davenport@ncsl.org

(303) 856-1444

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 27



HRSA

Health Resources & Services Administration

NCSL Rural Health Regional Roundtable

Updates from the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy:
Rural Health Care Facilities

May 19, 2023

Sarah Heppner
Associate Director
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

Vision: Healthy Communities, Healthy People w];.::p ' .ﬁr . P




The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP)
collaborates with rural communities and partners to
support community programs and shape policy that

will improve health in rural America.
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Cross Agency apacily Voice for Rural

Collaboration Building

Works across HRSA, Increases access to Advises the HHS
HHS, and several health care for people Secretary on policy
other federal partners in rural communities

and regulation that

to accomplish its through grant = il Aress

goals programs and public
partnerships
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Helping Rural Communities Assess New Models

The Rural Emergency Hospital Technical Assistance Initiative

1)y

Christina Campos (center right) speaks to staff in the emergency department at

Guadalupe County Hospital in Santa Rosa, New Mexico. The hospital is one of the first
to start the process Lfc_u;rm_rtlngl ito a Rural Emergency Hospital as part of a new
federal payment program. (ADR

Struggling to Survwe the First
Rural Hospitals Line Up for
New Federal Lifeline

SERVIC
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National Technical Assistance Center
o Rural Health Redesign Center:
https://www.rhrco.org/reh-tac;
REHSupport@rhrco.org

Supplemental Funding for State Flex Programs
= Qutreach and broad education
Supplement to HRSA partners

= National Conference of State Legislators:

o Tracking state activity on establishing laws on REH licensure:

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/rural-emergency-
hospitals.aspx

= National Academy for State Health Policy
o Developing model licensing language

o https://www.nashp.org/medicares-new-rural-emergency-
hospital-designation-considerations-for-states/

u. S Department of Health & Human Services

.:
=

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy



https://www.rhrco.org/reh-tac
mailto:REHSupport@rhrco.org
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/rural-emergency-hospitals.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/rural-emergency-hospitals.aspx

Direct Technical Assistance to Hospitals and Clinics
Free Services Available

. Targeted Technical Delta Region Community
Rural Healthcare Provider i i
o . Assistance to Rural Hospitals Health Systems
Transition Project
Program Development Program
e Helps organizations in e Provides targeted e Provides intensive technical
strengthening their assistance to hospitals assistance to healthcare
foundation in key elements working to maintain health facilities in rural
of value-based care: care services. communities in the
quality, efficiency, patient e Helps hospitals and Mississippi Delta region.
experience and patient communities understand * Helps strengthen the local
safety. community health needs health care delivery system
e Eligible entities include and how to keep needed to position for population
small rural hospitals and health care local. health.
Rural Health Clinics. e Application Period: Fall e Application Period: rolling
e Application Period: rolling 2023 application — apply now!

application — apply now!

SERVICy,
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https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/transition
https://www.ruralcenter.org/rhptp/application
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/transition
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/delta-region-community-health-systems-development-program-drchsd
https://www.ruralcenter.org/content/eligibility-and-application

Customizable Communications Toolkits
National Rural Health Resource Center

STOP THE STIGMA.

Swing Bed

The "Between Healing and Home” campaign focuses on pi
the tools they need to live independently so they can retu
successfully, and with a reduced risk of relapsing

Behavioral Health

The Behavioral Health Toolkit
health stigma and starting the ion, as well as highlighting the n
8 national hotline.

roviding patients with
rn home safely,

‘ Vaccine Confidence

Pulmonary
Rehabilitation

Three creative messages help educate patients and providers about pulmenary

litation services that patients can easily access locally.

(Translated into

Spamsh)

The "Learn. Unds paig J to Spanish, provid:
raightforward facts and addresses COVID-19 related mylh and concems that
argeted members afyou ral community may share.

nartment of Health & Human Services

~HRSA

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy



https://www.ruralcenter.org/programs/drchsd/customizable-communications-toolkit

State Offices of Rural Health

* Share information, resources and %
innovative projects with other rural e gidionE

health stakeholders H\# i 2 ot
®* Coordinate with other state partners .

on rural health issues

®* Link rural health stakeholders to
Federal and state resources

® Rural recruitment and retention "5 RegionD

Roman numerals identify HHS Regional Offices

JE-T
;.
==

Connect with your SORH: https://nosorh.org/nosorh-members/
3@ SHESA

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy




Supporting Rural Health Clinics

Technical Assistance Series

Create Account | Log In | My Cart | NARHC Store.

Cooperative agreement providing
assistance, solutions, and information to
RHCs on key policy, regulatory,

programmatic, and clinical issues
e Highlights of NARHC TA:

* Technical assistance webinars

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WEBINARS

*  Recordings, slides and transcripts are posted r‘gomsﬁance
https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA Webinarsl.asp Team
* NARHC forums and email listserv: online - ThoroughCare

|nforSrT1at|0n exchange/referral service = https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA Webinarsl.asp
. ign up

https://www.narhc.org/discussionforums/DiscussionDe

fault.asp

* NARHC website and resources: online
information to disseminate key priorities and
resources on specific topics (e.g., good faith

I
==

_é estimate, telehealth policy) U?HRW&SHSA

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy



https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp
https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp
https://www.narhc.org/discussionforums/DiscussionDefault.asp
https://www.narhc.org/discussionforums/DiscussionDefault.asp

Behavioral Health Resources

Helping patients by helping
providers.

Rural Centers of Excellence

University of Vermont
Focused on innovative and effective treatment

interventions for SUD, particularly OUD, in rural

communities
v’ https://uvmcora.org/

® University of Rochester
Focused on addressing synthetic opioid-related
overdose mortality in rural communities in the

Appalachian region
v’ https://recoverycenterofexcellence.org/
[= R

The Fletcher Group in collaboration with the

University of Kentucky
Focused best practices in recovery housing programs

|
for SUD, particularly OUD; interventions among low-
income, high-risk individuals in rural communities

v’ https://fletchergroup.org/rcoe/

STATS AT A GLANCE

The Issue

Rural Center Of Excellence

U‘S“Depanmenl of Health & Human Services

==
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy



https://uvmcora.org/
https://recoverycenterofexcellence.org/
https://fletchergroup.org/rcoe/

Behavioral Health Resources
Rural Communities Opioid Response Program Technical Assistance

Learning Management System RCGRP'TA N

Home | TrainingsandResources ¥ | Grantees ¥ | RequestTA | LMS | RCORP Corner v

Home B Learning Management System (LMS)

A coIIeciclon of.publlc.ly.avallable self-paced, Srning Man A TR
interactive online training modules. Module e 5 Laing Moo Spaem (150 R s TS

. . modules for continuous improvement in health and health care. To get started, log in or register for a free ac-
to p I C S I n C | u d e . count. Once registered, anyone can access and learn from the modules. Users can self-register by following the

° Instructions for Accessing the JBS Learning Management System. The LMS will keep track of course progress for
you, so you can leave and come back at any time.

RCORP Guidance Modules.

Thank you for your efforts to assist your community in responding to overdose and preventing harm related to

®* Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery activities

®* Addressing stigma

opioid and other substance use. These guidance modules present you with tools to efficiently achieve your goals.
L4 N ee d S assessme nt an d ga p ana |yS IS Consider these e-learning modules to be helpful adjuncts to the orientation and technical assistance materials you
may have already received. Brief video clips from subject matter experts and current and former RCORP grantees
are an added bonus. Feel free to come and go as you need—you are not being graded and do not need to ap-

®* Developing a strategic and action plan

proach the modules in order. Enjoy.
New!

®* Planning for sustainability

A Certificate of Completion 1s now available upon completion of each module. Available courses are listed be-

®* And more!

low with descriptions.

e, Dttps://www.rcorp-ta.org/learning-management-system

%,

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
Y3 o

i

=

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
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https://www.rcorp-ta.org/learning-management-system

The National Rural Recruitment and Retention Network
3RNET - State Level Resource for Employers and Professionals

& FECSTERPROFESSONAL A FECETEREMPLOVER  [# LOGM

Post Jobs, Get Referrals, Hire & Inspire

3 H?

FOR PROFESSIONALS FOREMPLOYERS

™)

Your new career starts here

© Filter Search

sibE Lo e s Finding Jobs With
3RNET is As Easy As

LB BN 4 1 2 3

Search for jobs by profession or Register for FREE to get full access to Get information on Loan Repayment
location in all 50 states. job details and notifications. Programs, J-1 Visa waivers, and more.
Education
Employer's .
SRNET Guide to Baced
cademy Workforce i~
Training

Programs

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

z ’ . {‘r‘ ZANET EMIPLCAERS GLADE TO MORKFCACE PECGRANG o TY RAS G
§ U‘S‘ADcuarmmnmI Health & Human Services
C https://www.3rnet.org/ v HRSA
% ==
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https://www.3rnet.org/

Rural Residency Planning & Development (RRPD) Program

Creating Sustainable Rural Residencies

FY19-FY22 RRPD Grant Program

" HRSA awarded $43.4M to 58 award
recipients spanning across 32 states and 5 T [
medicine disciplines. y MT ik A :

\ i\
" Support the development of new, accredited & 7 N :1. . k
and sustainable rural residency programs in ‘ n - St A

FY19-22 RRPD Rural Counties

family medicine, internal medicine,
psychiatry, general surgery, preventive
medicine, and obstetrics and gynecology.

o L - Nc
"  Created 39 new accredited rural residency ﬂ
o oy ® * AZ NM : %
programs for 524 new resident positions* in i . R
. « . . . " B PR A
faml!y_med|C|ne, psychiatry, internal . Lo e
medicine and general surgery. e

AK REPD Program
® 22 Programs enrolled nearly 190 resident b,
physicians training in rural clinical settings

SERVIC,
;@‘”‘ £ o,
§' / U.S, Department of Health & Human Services
Z * b 1
: As of May 2023 ZHRSA
%, =
Zay,

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
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Rural Residency Development Technical Assistance

# RuralGME..rs | - * Rural GME development resources
I—— and tools available via the

RuralGME.org portal

; * To register for free access to portal
e LA S resources, Visit:
https://portal.ruralgme.org/register

developing rural residencies, please use the link below to register online.

REGISTER

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

How did vou hear about R
1 SERVICE,

‘@"’" ,

&
g U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
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https://www.ruralgme.org/
https://portal.ruralgme.org/register

Rural Telementoring Training Center

Technical Assistance and Evaluation Program

RURAL TELEMENTORING

TRAINING CENTER « National resources to
implement and evaluate
telementoring programs

Rural Telementoring * To request training and

s 28 technical assistance:
Tralnlng Center https://ruraltelementori

ng.org/interest/

Transforming Health Care Access, Education, and Connection

Learn more

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

Y3 o
ZHRSA
==

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy



https://ruraltelementoring.org/
https://ruraltelementoring.org/interest/
https://ruraltelementoring.org/interest/

Health Policy and Researc Questions about

i >
Accessible and Through a Rural Lens Policy Updates:

' Write to ruralpolicy@hrsa.gov

)RHI hub AL ralhealthinfo.org TR SHRSA =
\ Rural Health Information Hub %I Office of Rural Health Policy '3: C
Y
Online Topics & Rural Data Case Studies & Tools for Announcements from the i,
Library ~ States - Visualizations ~ Conversations ~ Success - Toara

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

.

Your First Stop for
Rural Health Information

July 15, 2021

and mitigation. The funds will be distributed by State Offices of Rural Health to 1,540 rural
hospitals through the Small Rural Hospital Improvement Program.

Get Rural Updates & Alerts Find Rural Data What's New
= - _\/ | Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
\/ \/ | Rural Response to COVID-19 HHS Boosts Funding for COVID-19 Response in Rural Areas. On Tuesday, the U.S.
~ ‘ Key federal and state resources to address _ S -
~/ = COVID-19. 5 Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) announced $398 Million for COVID-19 testing

/

Exploring Rural Health Podcast

Sign-up to receive our weekly The Rural Data Explorer and
B L Check out [nsights on Educating.the Rural | IFepeswes | One Month Left to Enroll in, or Change, Health Insurance Marketplace Coverage. Last week,
HHS released a report on current trends and challenges to accessing affordable health care in
— rural America. Analysts found that, although uninsured rates have fallen in rural areas, other
: = . WWW. ru ra I h €a Ith resea rCh .0 rg ﬂ ﬂ u barriers to care such as geographic distances, infrastructure limitations, and provider
shortages contribute to rural health disparities. The report comes one month before the
Rural Health \ 8 . L aspart® por <
R hG Q Semrch special enrollment period for qualified individuals and families ends on August 15. As noted
esearch ateway in the HHS brief, 65 percent of the 1.9 million rural uninsured individuals in HealthCare.gov

A About Us ~ owse Resear: Webinars  Research Alerts Resources states may be able to find a zero-premium plan on the platform.

NOSORH Accepting 2021 Community Star Nominations. The Mational Organization of State

Rural Health Research Gatewa
WEBINA_R Y Offices of Rural Health (NOSORH) seeks nominations until August 2 of individuals,
Rural-Urban Differences The Rural Health Research Gateway provides easy and o . . L } .
in Adverse and Positive timely access to research conducted by the Rural Health organizations, or consortia making a big difference in the health of rural communities.
Childhood Experiences Research Centers, funded by the Federal Office of Rural
Health Policy. Gateway efficiently puts new findings and
March 15, 2022 information in the hands of our subscribers, including COVID-19 Resources

S:00.AMPT | 10:00 AMMT policymakers, educators, public health employees, hospital
1100 AMCT | 12:00 PMET
staff, and more.

- Rural Health Clinic Vaccine Distribution (RHCVD) Program. Under the program, Medicare-
Rural Health § + Gateway flyer certified RHCs will receive direct COVID-19 vaccines in addition to their normal jurisdictions’

Research Gateway .
+ Popular rural health products and topics, 2020-2021 weekly allocation. Contact RHCVaxDistribution@hrsa.gov for more information.
Learn More About Upcoming Webinar + Leamn more
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HHS Telehealth Resources

Telehealth.HHS.gov
https://telehealth.hhs.gov/

Office for the Advancement of Telehealth HRSA

. Office for the Advancement of Telehaalth
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/topics/telehealth

TELEHEALTH.HHS.GOV

Telehealth Cent f Excell
Telehealth Centers of Excellence s DR RS

https://telehealthcoe.org/

”
@ TELEHEALTH
Telehealth Resource Centers =

https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/

ProviderBridge Provider

https://www.providerbridge.org/
/ Multi-Discipline Licensure Resource Project M Dl— R ’ |
. . Multi-Discipline Licensure Resource Project ﬁ
Jf%{ httDS//l IcenSU reproleCtorg/ I;-e\‘djamfﬁceofﬂural Health Policy



https://telehealth.hhs.gov/
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/topics/telehealth
https://telehealthcoe.org/
https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/
https://www.providerbridge.org/
https://licensureproject.org/

Leveraging the Appropriate Programs
FORHP Grants Target Specific Areas of Concern

Building Capacity

These programs focus on

developing a collaborative plan to

address community need by

bringing together partners and/or

engaging in community planning.

* Rural Health Network
Development Planning Program

* Rural Public Health Workforce
Training Network Program

* Rural Northern Border Region
Planning Program

* Rural Community Opioids
Response Program

@Q Expanding Services

These programs expand access to
and improve the quality of health
care in rural communities.

Rural Health Outreach Services
Program

* Rural Communities Opioid
Response Program — Medication
Assisted Treatment Expansion

* Rural Communities Opioid
Response Program
Implementation

Supporting Hospitals

These programs provide technical
assistance and/or support to rural
hospitals.

* Rural Healthcare Provider
Transition Project

* Small Rural Hospital
improvement Program

* Medicare Rural Hospital
Flexibility (Flex) Program

» Rural Health Outreach Services
and Network Development

* Rural Network Planning

These programs directly improve upon
the delivery of health care services and
improve population health.

Rural Health Care Services
Outreach

Small Health Care Provider
Quality Improvement

Delta States Rural Development
Network

Rural Maternity and Obstetrics
Management Strategies Program

Rural Care Coordination

Rural Community Opioids
Response Programs

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
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i
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New Proposals for 2024

From the Administration’s Budget

The Budget provides $415.9 million, an increase of $63.4
million, to expand access and improve health care in rural
communities

—/ U.5. Department of Health & Human Services
wC HHS.GOV

Fiscal Year 2024

Budget in Brief

* +510 million for the Rural Health Clinic Behavioral Health
Initiative to expand access to behavioral health care services

* +510 million for Financial and Community Sustainability for
At-Risk Rural Hospitals to provide expert technical assistance
to rural hospitals severely at-risk for imminent closure

* +520 million for the Rural Service Lines Pilot to enhance or
expand service lines to support people where they live

° 4520 million for the Rural Communities Opioid Response
=, Program

:ff/ httpS://WWW.hhS.gOV/a bOUt/budget/fV2024/lndeX.htm| U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
g i
{ ~HRSA
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https://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy2024/index.html

HRSA Needs Your Help!

®* Consider Being a Grant Reviewer HRSA =0

Health Resources & Services Administration

®* Ensures We Get the Rural Perspective

Loans &
Grants v Scholarships v Data Warehouse Vv Training &TAHub Vv About HRSA v

®* Provides a good insight into the grants G oo sn
How to Become a Grant Reviewer
process

o Alert

o .
Ke y St e p S . Because of our efforts to combat the coronavirus (COVID-19), we may adjust the timelines of our previously-scheduled

Objective Review Committees.

We appreciate your understanding and continued commitment to the HRSA objective review process. We hope you and your
families are safe and continue to stay safe.

= Once registered not rural as your area of
eX p e rt i S e If you have expertise in certain subjects, you may be able to evaluate grant applications.

How do we choose reviewers?

We choose reviewers based on their knowledge, education, and experience. We also select them based on specific criteria in the HRSA

= Let us know when you are in the database

How can you apply to become a grant reviewer?

( S O We Ca n S e I e Ct yo u ) If you work, or have experience, in health care, register via our Reviewer Recruitment Module (RRM)

We look for people with expertise in one of the following areas:

Health workforce training
HIV/AIDS

v" Email Lisa Chechile at Ichechile@hrsa.gov

.
* Maternal and child health
* Organ transplantation
.

Primary care for underserved people

Rural health

Note: We particularly want reviewers who have expertise in social, cultural, or health care issues of people in rural areas, migrants, or

o sERVicgy,

, https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers

&
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Focus on ...
Announcements from the et

\/ Rural_focused Funding Opportunities Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

v’ Policy and Regulatory Developments sanuary 12, 2022
. . What's New
Affecting Rural Providers and P N
nding Sunday: Open Enrollment for Health Insurance. The Centers for Medicare
Medicaid Services has a collection of tools for helping individuals and families get health

CO m m u n Itl eS insurance during the Marketplace Open Enrollment period, November 1, 2022 through

January 15, 2023. Graphics, social media messages, and customizable posters and fact
/ R u ra I Resea rc h fi n d i ngs sheets, are available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese. Marketplace

plans are an important source of coverage for people in rural areas, who represent

approximately 15 percent of Marketplace enrollees in states using HealthCare.gov.

/ POl i Cy u pd ates fro m a R u ra I Pe rs peCt ive MNew Awards to Train Doctors in Underserved Areas. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid

Services (CMS) awarded the first round of Medicare-funded residency slots to 100 teaching
hospitals across 30 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, effective July 1,
2023. The graduate medical education slots prioritize hospitals located in Health Professional

Shortage Areas, and the majority are allocated for primary care — including
obstetrics/gynecology — and mental health specialties. CMS is set to create 200 new positions
every year over the next five years. The application period for the second round of 200
residency slots will open in January 2023 and close on March 31, 2023.

Finding Doctors Offering Medicare-Paid Telehealth. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) added a telehealth indicator on Medicare Care Compare, the site that allows
consumers to search for doctors, clinicians, groups, and facilities accepting Medicare
beneficiaries. Last year, CMS reported a 30-fold increase in telehealth services. The new
indicator helps beneficiaries and caregivers more easily find clinicians who provide telehealth

To sign up:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHS
HRSA/subscriber/new?gsp=HRSA-subscribe

Services,

Extended: HHS Seeks Feedback on Tribal Consultation Policy — New Deadline, January 27.
HHS extended the deadline for submitting comments on the updated draft HHS Tribal
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe

Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at:
wwW.HRSA.gov

Rural Health Questions? Email RuralPolicy@HRSA.gov

W. .‘ Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US:

flviolinla
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/hrsagov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube

Walk Away with a
Takeaway!

What is one thing you
learned during this
session?

INCSL
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