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Presentation Objectives

• Describe and discuss how 
state policy can enable and 
support implementation of a 
continuum of responses to the 
opioid crisis.

• Provide examples of 
collaborative legislative policy 
development
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Three Bodies to Inform Colorado Drug Policy 
2006-Present

Colorado Methamphetamine Task Force (2006-2010) / Colorado 
Substance Abuse Trend and Response Force Task (2011-present)

Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Prevention (2013-
present)

Interim Study Committee on Opioid and Other Substance Use 
Disorders (2017, 2018, 2019, and 2023)
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Colorado Methamphetamine Task Force Became the
Substance Abuse Trend and Response Task Force
Focus on Meth 2006-2013

Broadened to All Substances 2014 - 
present

Charge:
• Monitor Drug Use Trends
• Promote Evidence-based 

Responses
• Submit Policy Recommendation to 

Legislature
• Annual Report

Chair: State Attorney General

Vice Chair for Prevention
Vice Chair for Treatment
Vice Chair for Criminal Justice
            29 Members

Data Committee (State Epi and Outcome 
Work Group)

Substance Exposed Newborns Committee

Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral 
to Treatment (SBIRT) Work Group

Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug 
Abuse Prevention (Opioid Response 
Committee)
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Substance Abuse Trend and Response Task Force

https://coag.gov/task-force/

Colorado Revised 
Statute § 18-18.5-103

https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/Colorado/
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/Colorado/


Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention
Coordinating the Statewide Response to the Opioid Crisis



Consortium External 
Relations Strategy Team

• 4 staff reside in their respective 
regions

• Provide support on strategies to 
impact the opioid crisis at the 
local level

• Provide connection to various 
resources

• Focus on coordination of local, 
state, and federal initiatives
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Opioid Response Strategies

• Prevention    
• Harm Reduction      
• Treatment      
• Recovery 
• Criminal Justice

    Evidence-based



Convened in 2017, 2018, and 2019

Consortium leaders served as Committee 
Task Force co-chairs

Assisted in convening stakeholders

Collected and summarized policy 
suggestions from stakeholders

The Opioid and Other Substance Use Disorders
Study Committee drafted 16 bi-partisan bills related 

• Prevention
• Harm Reduction
• Criminal Justice
• Treatment
• Recovery

14 bills with 86 policies became law

Convening in Summer and Fall 2023
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Behavioral Health Recovery Act of 2021 
(SB21-137)

• Created the Behavioral Health and Mental Health 
Cash Fund $550M in total from the American Rescue 
Plan Act dollars

• Required establishment of 2021 Behavioral Health 
Task Force to issue a report with recommendations 
on policies to create transformational change and for 
use of designated cash funds

• Funds designated for:
• Prevention
• Care Coordination
• Workforce
• Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders
• Recovery Services
• Services for Children and Youth



Response Efforts

• Professionalize the peer workforce

• Promote recovery-related services and events

• Promote Recovery Oriented Systems of Care

• Develop data collection and measurement tools

Treatment

Recovery

• Expanding access to opioid and other SUD 
treatment

• Mandating and enhancing treatment in jails 
and state correction facilities



Response Efforts

• Continue to boost registration, integration and 
optimization of the PDMP across the state

• Implement HB21-1276 that will offer RxCheck 
for PDMP integration with EHRs and health 
systems

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP)

Provider Education

• Developed and implementing training 
modules for providers on opioid prescribing 
and alternatives for pain management



Response Efforts

• Increased access to Naloxone, Syringe 
Exchange, and fentanyl test strips

• Colorado Naloxone Bulk Purchase Fund

• Allowing for use of expired Naloxone

Harm Reduction

Criminal Justice Response

• Law Enforcement and Public 
Health Responses

• Diversion to Treatment Programs

• Naloxone and ODMap

• Treatment While in Custody

• Transition and Release



• Service in 21 rural counties
• Statewide outreach & legislative support
• Served >1500 patients in first 18 months
• Supported by 56 FTE MAT providers
• Outcomes:

• Reduced substance use
• Improved social determinants of health 

(disability, work, ER use)
• Improved physical and mental health

Medication-Assisted Treatment Expansion Program

From July 2019-present
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Resources of Note
Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention
• Consortium Legislative Summaries: 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Colorado Legislature: Opioid and Other SUD Study Committee 
(2017, 2018, 2019, and 2023)

Colorado Substance Abuse Trend and Response Task Force
    Colorado Revised Statute §18-18.5-103 

Evidence-Based Strategies for Abatement of Harms from the 
Opioid Epidemic (Nov 2020)

https://corxconsortium.org/
https://corxconsortium.org/resources/legislature/
https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/opioid-and-other-substance-use-disorders-study-committee/2023-regular-session
https://coag.gov/task-force/
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/TheOpioidEbatement-v4.pdf
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/TheOpioidEbatement-v4.pdf
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Resources of Note

Johns Hopkins Principles for Use of Opioid Litigation Funds 
Web Site

• Johns Hopkins Principles for Use of Funds from Opioid 
Litigation Publication (2022)

Opioid Settlement Tracker
• State by State Settlement Spending

https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/the-principles/
https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/the-principles/
https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/the-principles/
https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/the-principles/
https://www.opioidsettlementtracker.com/globalsettlementtracker
https://www.opioidsettlementtracker.com/settlementspending


THANK YOU

José Esquibel
Director
Colorado Consortium for Prescription 
Drug Abuse Prevention
jose.a.esquibel@cuanschutz.edu
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