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• Colorado (2019 ) SB 5 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada. (2021) SB 123 – Expands the importation 
program to include suppliers from other countries

• Florida (2019) HB 19– Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada and other countries as allowed by federal 
law.

• Maine (2019) LD 1272 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada.

• New Hampshire (2020) HB 1280 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada.

• New Mexico (2020) SB 1 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada and other countries as allowed by 
federal law.

• North Dakota (2021) SB 2212 – Established a workgroup to study to impact of a state importation program.

• Texas (2023) HB 25 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada and other countries as allowed by federal 
law.

• Vermont (2018) SB 175 – Allows for the importation of drugs from Canada.

• Virginia (2024) SB 186 – Newly passed legislation to establish a workgroup to examine the impact of a state 
importation program.

State Legislation

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-005
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-123
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/19/BillText/er/PDF
https://legislature.maine.gov/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0392&item=1&snum=129
https://gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2020/HB1280.html
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/20%20Regular/final/SB0001.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/67-2021/documents/21-0900-04000.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/HB00025F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT133/ACT133%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB186
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2024 State Drug Importation Programs - FDA Application Status
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FLORIDA’S CANADIAN PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
IMPORTATION PROGRAM
• In 2020, Florida developed a Section 804 Importation Program (SIP) proposal to 

import prescription medications from Canada for use in Florida. 

• Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) serves as the SIP 
sponsor. AHCA licenses and oversees health care facilities, 
administers the Medicaid program, and empowers consumers 
through health care transparency initiatives.

• Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) serves 
as SIP co-sponsor. DBPR licenses and regulates businesses and 
professionals in the State of Florida. 
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WHO WILL RECEIVE IMPORTED DRUGS IN 
FLORIDA?
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• Florida’s Canadian Prescription Drug Importation Program 
(Program) will provide prescription medications to Floridians.

County Health 
Departments State Prisons

State Mental 
Hospitals

Community & 
Forensic Programs 

for Persons with 
Disabilities

Medicaid 
Recipients



DRUGS FLORIDA SEEKS TO IMPORT
• Florida received authorization to import 

specific drugs in the following categories:
• HIV/AIDS
• Mental health
• Cancer and metabolic disorders

• The State selected drugs from these categories 
because of their present utilization and the 
anticipated savings that can be attained by 
purchasing them at Canadian prices.
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HIV/AIDS

Mental Health

Cancer and Metabolic 
Disorders



ANTICIPATED SAVINGS FROM IMPORTATION
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• Florida could save up to $183 
million in the first full year of 
implementation alone.

• This estimate is based on 
factors such as utilization, 
cost per prescription, and any 
rebates/discounts currently 
being received.

Resources:

https://wwwfda.gov/about-fda/reports/tips-sips

https://nashp.org/model-legislation-and-
contracts-prescription-drug-pricing/ 

https://wwwfda.gov/about-fda/reports/tips-sips
https://nashp.org/model-legislation-and-contracts-prescription-drug-pricing/
https://nashp.org/model-legislation-and-contracts-prescription-drug-pricing/


ENSURING DRUG SAFETY
• Prior to distribution in Florida, imported drugs will undergo 

laboratory testing and inspection to ensure safety and authenticity.
• Every shipment must have samples tested by a qualified lab and 

the results verified by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA).
• Following FDA’s admissibility decision, Florida must distribute the 

drugs in accordance with the Drug Supply Chain Security Act 
(DSCSA).

• Florida law requires that imported drugs must be stored in a 
dedicated Florida warehouse and may not leave the state.

• Florida has a monitoring plan that includes monthly and quarterly 
reviews, on-site monitoring, adverse event reporting, and a 
complaint monitoring and resolution process.

• Florida’s sponsor and participating agencies will maintain open lines 
of communication supported by written interagency agreements.
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Answers to Stakeholder Concerns About Drug 
Importation, Part 1
STAKEHOLDER CONCERNS PROGRAM FACTS

X Counterfeit, substandard, or 
adulterated products will infiltrate 
the U.S. pharmaceutical supply 
chain.

✓ Each batch of imported Canadian drugs is tested in 
the U.S. by an FDA approved laboratory for purity, 
potency, and authenticity. The FDA must review and 
approve the test results before the imported drugs 
can enter the market.

X Imported medicines have no 
traceability and could be sourced 
online from anywhere.

✓ All SIP trade partners must comply with the U.S. 
DSCSA. A SIP U.S. importer will buy drugs only from 
the Canadian manufacturer.
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Answers to Stakeholder Concerns About Drug 
Importation, Part 2
STAKEHOLDER CONCERNS PROGRAM FACTS

X A majority of internet drug outlets 
have been found to be operating out 
of compliance with federal and state 
pharmacy laws and practice 
standards.

✓ The FDA reviews and approves credentials, 
disciplinary actions, and inspection histories for the 
foreign seller and importer to ensure all participants 
in the supply chain have a history of compliance with 
U.S. and Canadian regulations.

X Counterfeit drugs could contain 
dangerous impurities and differ 
from the real medicine in dosage, 
strength, or potency.

✓ Each batch of imported Canadian drugs is tested in 
the U.S. by an FDA approved laboratory for purity, 
potency, and authenticity. 



FLORIDA’S NEXT STEPS AND FUTURE GOALS
• In January 2024, Florida received FDA approval of its 

Section 804 Importation Program (SIP) proposal.
• Florida is currently working to engage Canadian 

manufacturers and purchase drugs approved under the 
SIP proposal.
• Following implementation, the State will continue to 

explore importing additional prescription drugs that will 
yield savings and potentially expand the Program.
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ADVICE FOR OTHER STATES
• Implementing a program requires both legislation 

authorizing its creation AND a recurring appropriation 
sufficient to meet all operating costs.
• To receive FDA approval of a SIP proposal, a state must 

have an importer and a foreign seller (i.e., Canadian 
wholesaler) under contract. 
• The FDA’s review process is time intensive. A complete 

SIP proposal is a tremendous document that has myriad 
components.

46



47



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S 48



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S 49

NCSL Resources

• State Drug Wholesale Importation 
Programs

• Prescription Drug Legislation 
Database

• Prescription Drug Policy Resource 
Center

Slides and a recording of this webinar will be available on the 
registration webpage after the webinar.

https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-drug-wholesale-importation-programs
https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-drug-wholesale-importation-programs
https://www.ncsl.org/health/prescription-drug-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/health/prescription-drug-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/health/ncsl-prescription-drug-policy-resource-center
https://www.ncsl.org/health/ncsl-prescription-drug-policy-resource-center
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Thank you!

Colleen Becker

Project Manager​

NCSL Health Program

Colleen.Becker@ncsl.org | 720-713-0298

mailto:Colleen.Becker@ncsl.org
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