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What’s in a name?
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Home-based 
child care

(HBCC)

Family child 
care (FCC)

Family day 
care

Family day 
care home

Child care 
home

Group day 
care home

Licensed or 
registered

Licensed-
exempt

Family, friend 
and neighbor 

care (FFN)

Includes 
grandparents, 

aunties, 
community 

members, etc.

Paid

Unpaid
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Family, Friend and Neighbor 
Child Care Provider

Director of Policy and Strategy 
Home Grown

Alexandra Patterson Deborah Young Ed.S., Ph. D. 

Today’s Guests
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National Home-Based 
Child Care Landscape  
Where are young children having their 
early childhood experiences? 
● 6 million children, aged 0-5, in home-

based child care 
● 30% of infants and toddlers attend 

home-based child care as their primary 
care arrangement compared to just 12% 
in centers

● FACT  SHEET

Diverse workforce
● 5 million HBCC 
● 97% women 
● 50% providers of color 
● 18% of the child care workforce identify as 

immigrants (more likely to work in FCC)
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Serves families who are furthest from 
resources and under-served by ECE
• Children whose parents work nontraditional hrs
• Children from low-income families 
• Black and Latinx children
• Children in rural areas
• Children with special needs 

https://homegrownchildcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Home-Grown-Child-Care-Fact-Sheet-final.pdf


Why do families choose home-based child care? 
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Long hours with low 
compensation
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FCC providers, work an average of 56 hours a week and earn $29,377 
a year. 30% rely on at least one other job. 

Home-Based Child Care Landscape 



Long hours with low compensation
FFN caregivers, when paid, earn $7,420 annually. 40% of caregivers rely on at least one 
other job besides child care to make ends meet. 
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Home-Based Child Care Landscape 



Home-Based Child Care Landscape 

● Experiencing hunger
One in three child care 
providers reported 
experiences of hunger

● (2022, RAPID EC)
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7cf2f62c45da32f3c6065e/t/624f309010d33b6d1a8e4518/1649356944399/Facing+hunger+factsheet_April+2022+.pdf


Home-Based Child Care Landscape 
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Uninsured or 
underinsured
15 - 21% do not have 
health insurance



Home-Based Child Care Landscape 

Housing insecure 
Over one quarter 
(28%) of home-based 
providers were 
somewhat or very 
worried about being 
evicted from their 
homes (2023, RAPID EC)
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7cf2f62c45da32f3c6065e/t/64075f6801451c180f48becf/1678204776265/housing_challenges_factsheet_mar2023.pdf


Home-Based Child Care Landscape 
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Carrying student 
debt
19% reported that they 
had student debt 
(compared to 17% of the 
US adult population 
overall*)



Home-Based Child Care Landscape 

Under-supported by center-centric 
early childhood systems with 
measures of quality, monitoring processes 
and resources focused on other child care 
settings.

Declining supply of regulated FCC
• Between 2006 and 2015, the number of home-

based providers receiving subsidies through 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
declined by more than 60%.

• The 2019 National Survey of Early Care and 
Education data indicate a 25% decrease in the 
number of listed educators since 2012 (2021, 
Erikson Institute)
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https://www.erikson.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FCD_DeclineStudy_2021.pdf
https://www.erikson.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FCD_DeclineStudy_2021.pdf
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Home-Based Child Care Solutions
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Support 
• Delaware FCCH Network - State $$, pipeline of supports for FCCH to offer state preK

• Michigan FCCH Networks - Early Childhood Investment Corporation, federal relief $$ to 
establish supply-building opportunities specifically for entrepreneurs that operate home-based child 
care programs to incubate and launch family child care networks

• Harris County, Texas - Local $$ and federal relief $$ for shared service networks for home-
based Caregivers (both FCC & FFN)

• New Lebanon, New Hampshire - Local $$ for FCC networks; exploring replication with 
federal Preschool Development Block Grant $$ 

• Colorado - $7 million for training and quality support for FFN; FFN eligible for federal $$ through 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program



Home-Based Child Care Solutions
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Home-Based Child Care Solutions
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Compensation/Material Hardship
• California FFN & FCCH SEIU & AFSCME Union Participation

• FFN access 75% of market rate for federally-funded child care subsidy

• FFN and FCCH access to health care benefits (premium reimbursement and out-of-
pocket expenses) 

• Kentucky- Categorical eligibility for child care workers for federally-funded child care 
subsidy

• King County, Washington - Local $$; FCC wage supplement & FFN subsidy 



Home-Based Child Care Solutions
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Housing 
• California, Colorado, Montana - Enacted legislation protecting HBCC delivering child care in 

their homes
• CA SB 234 
• CO HB21-1222 
• MT HB 187 

• Nevada - State and private $$ to Mission Driven Finance. Purchase homes, home repairs, provide 
child care friendly rent to own home ownership program for HBCC  
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What policies has your 
state considered to 

support home-based 
child care? 
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Questions? 
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• Find legislation on NCSL’s Early Childhood 
Legislative Database

• Read our 2022 Early Childhood Legislative 
Trends Report

• Subscribe to the Children, Youth and 
Families newsletter

• Reach out with questions to  
jennifer.palmer@ncsl.org

Stay Connected
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https://www.ncsl.org/human-services/early-childhood-legislation-database
https://www.ncsl.org/human-services/2022-early-childhood-legislative-trends-report
https://www.ncsl.org/subscribe-to-ncsl-communications
mailto:jennifer.palmer@ncsl.org
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