
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Evidence-Based Policy 
Solutions for the Early Years
Alison May, Policy Specialist

June 5, 2022



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 2

Test Your Knowledge | True or False 

In the first few years of 
life, more than 1 million 

new neural 
connections are formed 

every second.

TRUE
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The Early Years Matter

https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/03/InBrief-The-Science-of-Early-Childhood-Development2.pdf
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The Business and Economic Case 
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For early childhood programs and policies 

https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/reports/leading-way-guide-business-engagement-early-education
https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/sites/default/files/EarlyEd%20Toolkit%20-%20Louisiana%20Case%20Study.pdf
https://www.strongnation.org/readynation
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Legislative Areas of Focus 

Child care subsidy and quality Home visitation

Early childhood financing Prekindergarten and school 
readiness

Early childhood governance Prenatal, infants and toddlers

Equity in early childhood Teachers and workforce

In which area do we see the most 
legislative action annually?

NCSL + Early Care and Education
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Legislative Trends 

Prenatal through prekindergarten 

Child Care Home Visiting

Early Childhood 
Workforce

Paid Family and 
Medical Leave 
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Latest research

Evidence-based solutions

Policy examples and innovations

Emerging funding and financing

Bold ideas
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NCSL + Results-Driven Governing Program

ff

https://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/results-driven-governing.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/Labor/Evidence-Informed-Policymaking_v03.pdf
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Here to Support You!

• Resources
• Early Childhood Policy Overview 

Webpage 
Early Care and Education Legislative 
Database

• 2021 Enacted Legislation on Early 
Care and Education Report

• Born in a Pandemic, Part I: States 
Respond to Decline in Maternal 
Well-Being Article

• Questions? 
• Alison May, Policy Specialist

• alison.may@ncsl.org
• (720) 713-0319

https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/early-childhood-101.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/early-care-and-education-2021-state-legislative-action-report637732639.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/early-care-and-education-2021-state-legislative-action-report637732639.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/born-in-a-pandemic-part-i-states-respond-to-decline-in-maternal-well-being-magazine2022.aspx
mailto:jennifer.palmer@ncsl.org
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Pamela Buckley, Ph.D.
Principal Investigator 

Expertise includes: 
• Statistics
• Intervention research 
• Evaluation methodology
• Policy analysis

Former school psychologist 

Worked for Blueprints since 
2016
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Table Discussion 

○ What stands out to you looking at the 
registry?

○ Are you familiar with these programs? 

• Are they in your state?

○ What programs are implemented, or in the 
implementation process, in your state that 
target 0-4 (infant and early childhood)?

○ Who from your state and network will you 
share this registry? 

• Or who do you think might like to know about it 
(such as policymakers or staff, executive branch, 
program implementors or others)?
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https://www.blueprintsprograms.org


