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Five challenges that hinder legislative access to, and use of, data to drive criminal justice 
policy decisions:

1. Lack of high-quality, comparable and relevant data

2. Lack of timely and responsive data when most needed

3. Need for context and return-on-investment data for resource allocation

4. Data silos and lack of data sharing

5. Difficulty obtaining stakeholder engagement and buy-in
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Display data in a way that 
can guide policy decisions

Oregon HB 3194 (2013) 
Justice Reinvestment 
county formula funding

Dashboard operated by the 
state Criminal Justice 
Commission 

https://www.oregon.gov/cjc/sac/pages/dashboards.aspx

https://www.oregon.gov/cjc/sac/pages/dashboards.aspx
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Fund programs, policies and practices that are showing 
success and backed by research 

https://www.recidiviz.org/policy

https://www.recidiviz.org/policy
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Develop data and 
performance measurement 
capacity 

Colorado HB 1297 (2019) 
requires county jails to 
report specific measures 

Dashboard showing 
number of inmates within 
jails waiting for resolution 
of court case

https://tableau.state.co.us/t/CDPS_Ext/views/JailDataDashboard_6/HB19-1297-Jail_Capacity

https://tableau.state.co.us/t/CDPS_Ext/views/JailDataDashboard_6/HB19-1297-Jail_Capacity
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Engaging Stakeholders
○ Federal, state, local

○ Agency representatives 

○ Governor’s advisors

○ Judiciary 

○ Prosecution / Defense

○ Law enforcement

○ Community representatives 

○ Service providers

Partnering with Experts

○ Universities

○ Nonprofits

○ Think tanks

○ Philanthropic organizations

○ Member organizations: NCSL, CSG

6



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 7


	The Role of Data
	Barriers to Data
	Tackling Barriers
	Tackling Barriers
	Tackling Barriers
	Tackling Barriers
	Slide Number 7

