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Yoy RULE.

o, Really. e

By “you” we mean you, me, all of us.
In our system of government we elect
individuals to learn about the issues
that affect our lives. They represent
our views at local, state and national
levels of government.

These representatives serve on school boards, in

city councils, in the state legislature or the United
States Congress. We elect them to listen to our ideas
and make decisions about our government that we're
too busy to make ourselves. Anyone who meets

the qualifications can run for office. And all of us,
regardless of age, have a voice. By that we mean

you have a right to be heard and—if enough people
support your views—actually make a difference.

This right to be heard is part of the system of laws
established for the good of the community: laws
protecting people from unjust government. The
birth of this system began more than 230 years
ago. A few courageous folks in the British colonies
of North America dared to break away from rule by
rich nobles and kings. The colonists believed that
everyone was created equal and everyone should T
have the right to decide laws that govern their lives. W
This was a radically new idea. As a result, the British
rulers looked upon the colonists as revolutionists,
radicals, even criminals.
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Things can get -

Our democratic government
took revolutionary thinking
to create it. And requires
Compromise to make it work.

To help reach agreements representatives
rely on deliberation, debate, negotiation
and compromise. Deliberation is when
people sit down and discuss their issues
and why they think their solution works.
Debate is the process in which people
try to persuade others to support theijr
ideas. [t's during this process that
things get very messy. Passionate,
often heated debate occurs. Folks who
feel strongly about their views are now
debating with folks who feel equally
as strong about the opposite view. Did
we mention, messy?

Why? Because reaching agreement in a
nation as big as ours—where so many
different kinds of people hold so many
different points of view—is very difficult
to do. Think about your friends and
family, how even the people who are
closest to you don’t always agree.

Now, multiply this thought by millions
of people from al| races, beliefs and
cultural backgrounds, and you can
begin to see why reaching agreement on
local, state and national issues is hard.
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Very messy

Here's the bottom line: Unless everyone
agrees 100% to Supportrone’soluti

or another—whieh usually does not .
occur—then-compromise comes into =
play. Compromise requires tolerance
for differences and disagreements, and
a willingness to make trade-offs. Byt

a compromise only works if majority
agrees to support it. When people can’t
reach a compromise, nothing gets done.
As a result, this means starting all
over again in looking at the issues and
solutions in new and different ways.
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Tite ORigiNal Vote

THat Reocked

Pid you know that for nearly 200 years, Americans under

the age of 21 couldn’t vot.e? Then, in the mid-19405, 2

group of young adults and other like-minded citizens

| became activists for change. They wrote and called

/ their members of Congress. They marched in protest.s,
chanted slogans and svaged sit-ins. They grabbed

headlines and rocked the nation in debate. And won.

r In 1971 states ratified the 2¢th Amendment to the

| Constitution and gave 18-, 19~ and 20-year-olds

F the right to vote. Who 2id young adults can’t make

a difference? Your ideas do count, don’t, ever doubt
this fact.
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National and state legislators are ordinary people—Ilike our family,
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They're All Ears

I you don’t, think legislators listen to
Yyou, now HEAR this: vhey do. Legistators
are elected to learn about the Key issues
that affect us, and to represent, our
views at local, state and national levels.
Legislators find out how people feel about,
i55ues in their district in many ways. ome
send out letbers. some have local offices
where anyone can stop by and talk
to the lawmaker, or his or her
staftf. And most have web sites
and email addresses. This is what,
" We meant when we s2id earlier
- that “you have 2
voice”—because
your legislator
wants to hear
what you think.
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IN MY WoRl4.

Legislators have helped create hundreds of laws. @ e
Don't think they affect your life? Read this story of » a8

a typical 14-year-old, and you might be surprised:
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Somehow, duh, | missed the bus. | asked my brother to

e on his way to high school. As | fastened my
| glanced at thegas gauge the dude never —p State cHecks To
s—and told him we needed some. | can’t wait until Make <URE J2A$ PUMP
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| got to my first class on time, ocial studi

on the chapter about federalism and th
to what extent we think law affects our lives.
my hand and said, “Not much, unless | rip the tag

off my mattress!”
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you can at least gain an appreciation for how our system of ' i

government works. £ G‘ET CONNECTED

And that’s our goal: To clearly explain representative democracy, :' WWW_deC\areyourse\f.Com

the important role our state legislatures and Congress play and [
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to open your mind to the possibility of getting involved. Our hope
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